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REPORT TO UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 
from the  

UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL AWARDS COMMITTEE 
 

FOR APPROVAL 
 

I Terms of Award 
At its January 12, 2021 meeting, the Undergraduate Council Awards Committee approved the 
following for recommendation to Undergraduate Council. Details of the proposed recommendations 
are contained within the circulated report. 

 
New Awards 
The Arts & Science Program Achievement Award 
The DeGroote School of Business Achievement Award 
The Faculty of Engineering Award of Excellence 
The Faculty of Health Sciences Achievement Award 
The Faculty of Humanities Achievement Award 
The Faculty of Science Achievement Award 
The Faculty of Social Sciences Achievement Award 
The McMaster Brighter World Entrance Award 
The McMaster University Award of Excellence 
The PepsiCo Canada Entrance Award in Business 
The PepsiCo Canada Entrance Award in Engineering 
The NSBE McMaster Chapter Scholarship 
 
Changes to Academic Grant Terms 
The Graeme MacQueen Academic Grant 
 
Changes to Award Terms 
The Bank of Montreal Humanities Multimedia Scholarship 
The Chin-Chin Award in Electroacoustic Studies/Sound Art 
The Newcombe Prize in Peace Studies 
The Mahatma Gandhi Scholarship 

 
New Bursaries 
The C.F. Crozier & Associates Inc. Bursary 
The McMaster RCAF Memorial Bursary Fund 
The Gary Disher Family Bursary 
The Dr. Janice Legere MD Bursary 
 
Awards Removed from the Undergraduate Calendar 
The Addison Family Bursary  

 The James R. Greilich Memorial AG  
 The McMaster Honour Awards  

The McMaster President’s Awards 
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It is now recommended, 

 
that the Undergraduate Council approve twelve new awards, changes to one academic 
grant, changes to four awards, four new bursaries, and the removal of four awards from 
the Undergraduate Calendar, as set out in the attached. 
 

FOR INFORMATION 
 

II Award Value Changes 
At the same meeting the Awards Committee received, for information, 24 award value changes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Undergraduate Council 
January 26, 2021
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PROPOSED NEW AWARDS FOR APPROVAL 
 

Entrance Awards 
 
The Arts & Science Program Achievement Award 
Established in 2020 by McMaster University to celebrate the academic achievement of students entering Level 1 
of the Arts & Science Program.   
Requirements: A variable number of scholarships to be awarded to students on the basis of final admission 
average. 
Typically Available: Variable x $1,000  
 
The DeGroote School of Business Achievement Award 
Established in 2020 by McMaster University to celebrate the academic achievement of students entering Level 1 
in the DeGroote School of Business (Faculty of Business). 
Requirements: A variable number of scholarships to be awarded to students on the basis of final admission 
average. 
Typically Available: Variable x $1,000  
 
The Faculty of Engineering Award of Excellence 
Established in 2020 by McMaster University to celebrate the academic achievement of students entering Level 1 
in the Faculty of Engineering. 
Requirements: A variable number of scholarships to be awarded to students on the basis of final admission 
average. 
Typically Available: Variable x $3,000  
 
The Faculty of Health Sciences Achievement Award 
Established in 2020 by McMaster University to celebrate the academic achievement of students entering Level 1 
in the Faculty of Health Sciences. 
Requirements: A variable number of scholarships to be awarded to students on the basis of final admission 
average. 
Typically Available: Variable x $1,000  
 
The Faculty of Humanities Achievement Award 
Established in 2020 by McMaster University to celebrate the academic achievement of students entering Level 1 
in the Faculty of Humanities. 
Requirements: A variable number of scholarships to be awarded to students on the basis of final admission 
average. 
Typically Available: Variable x $1,000  
 
The Faculty of Science Achievement Award 
Established in 2020 by McMaster University to celebrate the academic achievement of students entering Level 1 
in the Faculty of Science. 
Requirements: A variable number of scholarships to be awarded to students on the basis of final admission 
average. 
Typically Available: Variable x $1,000  
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The Faculty of Social Sciences Achievement Award 
Established in 2020 by McMaster University to celebrate the academic achievement of students entering Level 1 
in the Faculty of Social Sciences. 
Requirements: A variable number of scholarships to be awarded to students on the basis of final admission 
average. 
Typically Available: Variable x $1,000  
 
The McMaster Brighter World Entrance Award 
Established in 2020 by McMaster University to celebrate the achievements of Black students entering an 
undergraduate program. 
Requirements: A variable number of scholarships to be awarded to Black students entering a Level 1 program. 
Typically Available: 100 x $2,500   
 
The McMaster University Award of Excellence 
Established in 2020 by McMaster University to celebrate the academic achievement of students entering a Level 
1 program in the top 10% of their Faculty. 
Requirements: A variable number of scholarships to be awarded to students on the basis of final admission 
average. 
Typically Available: Variable x $3,000  
 
The PepsiCo Canada Entrance Award in Business 
Established in 2020 by PepsiCo Canada.  
Requirements: To be awarded to undergraduate students entering Level 1 in the Faculty of Business who 
identify as racialized students, attain high averages, and who demonstrate leadership potential. 
Typically Available: Variable x $2,500  
 
The PepsiCo Canada Entrance Award in Engineering 
Established in 2020 by PepsiCo Canada.  
Requirements: To be awarded to undergraduate students entering Level 1 in the Faculty of Engineering who 
identify as racialized students, attain high averages, and who demonstrate leadership potential. 
Typically Available: Variable x $2,500  
 
The NSBE McMaster Chapter Scholarship  
Established in 2020 by The National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) McMaster Chapter.  
Requirements: To be awarded to undergraduate students entering Level 1 in the Faculty of Engineering who 
identify as Black students and who demonstrate involvement and leadership within the Afro-Canadian or the 
wider Canadian Community.  
Typically Available: Variable x $2,500 
 

CHANGES TO ACADEMIC GRANT TERMS FOR APPROVAL 
 

The Graeme MacQueen Academic Grant 
Established in 2012 by Dr. Paul McArthur, B.Sc. (Class of ‘88) and Dr. Susan McArthur in recognition of their 
friend Graeme MacQueen, a retired McMaster professor who taught from 1974-2003 and was the Director of 
the Centre for Peace Studies from 1989-1996. 
Requirements: To be granted to a student who has obtained a high Fall-Winter Average in a Peace Studies the 
Global Peace and Social Justice program and who demonstrates financial need. 
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CHANGES TO AWARD TERMS FOR APPROVAL 
 

The Bank of Montreal Humanities Multimedia Scholarship 
Established in 1999 by the Bank of Montreal 
Requirements: A variable number of scholarships to be awarded to students entering Level 2, 3 or 4 above of 
the Humanities Combined Honours in Multimedia Media Arts program who, in the judgment of the Department 
of Communication Studies and Multimedia, demonstrate outstanding academic achievement in the Humanities 
Multimedia program or great promise in the program. area of Humanities multimedia. 
 
The Chin-Chin Award in Electroacoustic Studies/Sound Art 
Established in 2011, the award celebrates the continuing artistic contribution of Chin-Chin Chen, the Taiwanese-
American composer whose music degree is in both performance and composition.  
Requirements: To be awarded to a student who has completed the Introduction to Digital Audio (MMEDIA 
2G03/MUSIC 2Z03) or equivalent and at least Level II of any program in the Faculty of Humanities who, in the 
judgment of the Faculty, has demonstrated a deep interest in the area of electroacoustic studies or sound art. 
Preference given to a student in an Honours program. 
 
The Newcombe Prize in Peace Studies 
Established in 1991 in memory of Dr. Alan G. Newcombe (1923-1991) and Dr. Hanna Newcombe (1922-2011) 
who devoted their lives to Peace Studies and were co-founders, of the Canadian Peace Research and Education 
Association and the Peace Research Institute - Dundas. 
Requirements: To be awarded to a student who, in the judgment of the Peace Studies Global Peace and Social 
Justice program, demonstrates leadership in extracurricular endeavours and high academic achievement. 
 
The Mahatma Gandhi Scholarship 
Established in 2017 to promote the Gandhian concepts of non-violence and help foster peace and harmony in 
the world. 
Requirements: To be awarded to a student enrolled in any program who has completed at least 6 units in Peace 
Studies Global Peace and Social Justice courses and attained a high average in those courses.  

 

PROPOSED NEW BURSARIES FOR APPROVAL 

 

The C.F. Crozier & Associates Inc. Bursary 
Established in 2020 by C.F. Crozier & Associates Inc., a multidisciplinary consulting engineering firm contributing 
to the growth of communities across Canada, from progressive land development projects to facility expansions 
and upgrades.  
Requirements: To be granted to students enrolled in Level 3 or above in any Civil Engineering, Mechanical 
Engineering, or Electrical & Computer Engineering program, who demonstrate financial need. Preference will be 
given to students who come from a rural location.  
 
The McMaster RCAF Memorial Bursary Fund  
Established in 2021 through the estate of a generous donor in memory of those members of the Royal Canadian 
Air Force, both air crew and ground crew, who gave their lives in World War II (1939-1945).  
Requirements: To be granted to students enrolled in any program who demonstrate financial need. 
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The Gary Disher Family Bursary 
Established in 2020 by Gary Disher, B.Eng. (Class of ’77) and his wife, Margery Fisher, in honour of his father, 
Jerrold Ward Disher, P.Eng, a champion of engineering awareness and recognition in the Hamilton region who 
believed that education should be accessible to everyone.  
Requirements: To be granted to students in the Faculty of Engineering who demonstrate financial need. 
Preference to be given to students in the Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering. 
 

Submitted by the Faculty of Health Sciences 
 
The Dr. Janice Legere MD Bursary  
Established in 2020 by Dr. Janice Legere (MD ’95) to commemorate the 25th Anniversary of her graduation from 
the McMaster Medical School.  
Requirements: To be granted to students enrolled in the Michael G. DeGroote School of Medicine who 
demonstrate financial need. Preference will be given to a sole-support parent, or child of a single parent. 

 

Awards Removed from the Undergraduate Calendar for Approval 
 

The Addison Family Bursary 
The James R. Greilich Memorial AG 
The McMaster Honour Awards 
The McMaster President’s Awards  

 
FOR INFORMATION  

 
AWARD VALUE CHANGES 

 

 
 
 

The Barbara and Ronald Bayne Award Typically Available: 1 x 750$     1,000$    

The Louise E. Bettger Scholarships in Music Typically Available: 1 x 450$     500$       

The Charu Late Bhaduri Scholarship in Nursing Typically Available: 1 x 800$     1,000$    

The J.P. Bickell Foundation Mining Scholarships Typically Available: 1 x 6,500$ 10,000$  

The Can Soc for Chemical Engineer (CSCHE) Schship Typically Available: 1 x 600$     700$       

The Maria Chan Schship for Inter Stud in Bus Typically Available: 1 x 1,000$ 1,500$    

The Class of '50 Scholarship in Honours Economics Typically Available: 1 x 1,595$ 1,500$    

The Class of 1953 50th Anniversary Scholarships Typically Available: 1 x 1,500$ 2,000$    

The D. M. Davies Prize Typically Available: 1 x 575$     700$       

The Helen Emery Scholarship- Environmental Science Typically Available: 1 x 1,650$ 1,850$    

The Munic Chap of Hamilt IODE Muriel E Skelton Award Typically Available: 1 x 500$     1,000$    

The Stanford N. Katambala Earth Sciences Prize Typically Available: 1 x 75$       100$       

The Karl Kinanen Alumni Prize in Gerontology Typically Available: 1 x 50$       100$       

The Catherine MacNeill Prize Typically Available: 1 x 175$     200$       

The John Mayberry Scholarship Typically Available: 1 x 1,000$ 1,500$    

The Charon Burke McCain Memorial Scholarship Typically Available: 1 x 500$     1,000$    
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The John B. McDougall Academic Grant Typically Available: 1 x 3,000$ 2,500$    

The Janet McKnight Award Typically Available: 1 x 600$     800$       

The Newcombe Prize in Peace Studies Typically Available: 1 x 1,100$ 1,200$    

The Pioneer Energy  LP Scholarship in Gerontology Typically Available: 1 x 1,000$ 4,500$    

The Political Science Prize Typically Available: 1 x 200$     100$       

The Science Alumni Scholarships Typically Available: 1 x 500$     1,000$    

The Tax Executives Institute Scholarship Typically Available: 1 x 1,000$ 2,000$    

The Corelene Helen Tostevin Scholarships Typically Available: 1 x 250$     1,200$    
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REPORT TO UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 
from the  

UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 
CERTIFICATES AND DIPLOMAS COMMITTEE 
 

FOR APPROVAL 
 
I. Establishment of Certificate and Diploma Programs 

At its January 12, 2021 meeting, the Certificates and Diplomas Committee approved, for 
recommendation to Undergraduate Council, the establishment of the following Certificate programs. 
Details of the proposed Certificates are contained within the circulated report.  
 
a. Certificate of Professional Learning in Nursing Concepts in Continence Care 
b. Certificate of Professional Learning in Intercultural Competency 
c. Concurrent Certificate in Social Innovation 
d. Concurrent Certificate in Creative Writing and Narrative Arts (CWNA) 

 
It is now recommended, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to Senate, the establishment 
of the Certificate of Professional Learning in Nursing Concepts in Continence Care, as set 
out in the attached. 
 
It is now recommended, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to Senate, the establishment 
of the Certificate of Professional Learning in Intercultural Competency, as set out in the 
attached. 
 
It is now recommended, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to Senate, the establishment 
of the Concurrent Certificate in Social Innovation, as set out in the attached. 
 
It is now recommended, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to Senate, the establishment 
of the Concurrent Certificate in Creative Writing and Narrative Arts (CWNA), as set out in 
the attached. 
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II. Revisions to Certificate and Diploma Programs 
At the same meeting, the Certificates and Diplomas Committee approved, for recommendation to 
Undergraduate Council, revisions to the following Certificate and Diploma programs. Details of 
the proposed revisions are contained within the circulated report. 
 
a. McMaster English Language Development Diploma (MELD) 
b. McMaster English Readiness for Graduate Excellence Certificate (MERGE) 
c. Concurrent Certificate for Applied Ethics and Policy (CAEP) 
d. Concurrent Certificate in Essential French 
e. Concurrent Certificate in the Language of Medicine and Health 
f. Concurrent Certificate in Professional French 

 
It is now recommended, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to Senate, revisions to the 
McMaster English Language Development Diploma (MELD), as set out in the attached. 
 
It is now recommended, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to Senate, revisions to the 
McMaster English Readiness for Graduate Excellence Certificate (MERGE), as set out in 
the attached. 
 
It is now recommended, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve revisions to the Concurrent Certificate for Applied 
Ethics and Policy (CAEP), as set out in the attached. 
 
It is now recommended, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve revisions to the Concurrent Certificate in Essential 
French, as set out in the attached. 
 
It is now recommended, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve revisions to the Concurrent Certificate in the 
Language of Medicine and Health, as set out in the attached. 

 
It is now recommended, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve revisions to the Concurrent Certificate in 
Professional French, as set out in the attached. 
 

FOR INFORMATION 
 
III. New Certificate of Attendance Programs 

At the same meeting, the Certificates and Diplomas Committee received, for information, the 
establishment of one Certificate of Attendance program: 
 
a. Certificate of Attendance in Data Analytics III 
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IV. Revisions to Certificate of Completion Programs 
At the same meeting, the Certificates and Diplomas Committee received, for information, 
revisions to one Certificate of Completion program: 
 
a. Essentials (Professional Development Program) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Undergraduate Council  
January 26, 2021 
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Continuing Education Academic Program Submission – For Approval 

Department & Program Information (complete all fields): 

Program Name: Nursing Concepts in Continence Care 

Academic Credential: Certificate of Professional Learning 

Name of Representative: Dr. Lorraine Carter, Dr. Joanna Pierazzo 

Effective Date:  2021-05-01 

Date of Submission: 2020-12-16 

Academic Merit (complete all fields; write “not applicable” as needed): 
Program Overview: The Nursing Concepts in Continence Care Certificate of 

Professional Learning is a collaborative 
program involving the Faculty of Health Sciences (School of 
Nursing) and McMaster Continuing Education. 
 
The purpose of the program is to provide specialized education 
for professional healthcare providers interested in better 
understanding and addressing issues related to continence 
care in their professional settings. 
 
Participants in the program will be required to successfully 
complete the three courses in the program in order to receive 
a Certificate of Professional Learning. The courses will be 
offered in online format.  
 
Courses will use a combination of experiential learning 
activities (i.e., case studies, facilitated group discussions, 
synchronous sessions, group work) and other methods that 
support the learning of professionals interested in learning 
about continence care.  
 
Emerging trends and research will be discussed to aid in the 
learning process and ensure that course content is current and 
relevant. 
 
The program will be an application-based program (see 
“Program Admission Requirements” and “Program Pre‐
requisites below). 
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Learning Objectives: 
 
 

Incontinence is a growing healthcare concern affecting the 
lives of millions of people worldwide. It carries an 
enormous stigma and is one of the most neglected areas in 
healthcare. Urinary and fecal incontinence are both 
manageable and often treatable. Frontline care providers in 
all care settings (community, acute, rehabilitation, geriatrics 
and long-term care) have an important role to play in the 
promotion of continence and prevention of incontinence. 
Understanding the contributing factors and how to 
eliminate or manage them to help enhance the quality of life 
for patients with fecal or urinary incontinence is a key focus 
of this program. 
 
Specifically, graduates of the program will be able to do the 
following: 

• Integrate knowledge of bladder and bowel function 
into clinical reasoning and nursing judgments that 
inform and guide a holistic approach to the 
assessment and management of bladder and bowel 
continence care. 

• Identify contributing factors and underlying medical 
conditions to incontinence and apply appropriate 
nursing interventions. 

• Demonstrate in-depth knowledge of behavioural and 
educational interventions used in the management of 
incontinence.  

• Integrate nursing research (evidence-informed 
decision making) as the basis of practice where 
applicable.  

• Provide rationale for nursing-specific interventions 
using scientific knowledge. 

• Understand the impact of incontinence on the client's 
well-being and quality of life. 

• Apply the assessment and management of bladder 
and bowel continence care in a professional clinical 
setting. 

Meeting Learning 
Objectives: 
 
 
 
 

Students must complete a series of three academic courses to 
achieve the stated program objectives. Individual course 
objectives are mapped to the overall program objectives. The 
delivery format and teaching methods are structured to have a 
maximum effect on achieving the learning outcomes. 

Program Admission 
Requirements: 

This program is designed for licensed healthcare providers 
(e.g. RPN, LPN, RN, NP, Physio, OT, SW) interested in 
learning best practices in continence care. 
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In addition, all registrants must meet the basic 
requirements below: 

• Have an Ontario Secondary School Diploma or 
equivalent. 

• Be a mature student as defined in the Undergraduate 
Calendar of McMaster University or be deemed an 
exceptional case. 

• A background in health or related fields. 

In order to ensure that students have the basic capabilities 
necessary to be successful in their online courses, they are 
required to have the following pre‐requisite knowledge and/or 
skills: 

• Knowledge and skills with general computer 
applications, such as keyboarding, file management, 
video talks, and word processing 

• Familiarity with internet browsers and web surfing 
• English Language Proficiency requirements: Completion 

of TOEFL exam with minimum acceptable score of IBT: 
86 overall with a minimum score of 20 on each of the 
four components (Reading, Writing, Speaking, 
Listening), valid for 2 years. 

 
Program Pre-requisites (if 
applicable): 

Proof of registration with a professional licensing healthcare 
body (e.g. RPN, LPN, RN, NP, Physio, OT, SW). 
 

Program Completion 
Requirements: 

Participants in the program will be required to successfully 
complete the three courses in the program in order to receive 
a Certificate of Professional Learning. 
 

Program Delivery Format: The online delivery format of the courses will be a blend of 
asynchronous and synchronous activities designed to support 
the development of knowledge and skills in continence care. 
Course activities may include synchronous sessions; discussion 
board contributions; readings; research‐oriented tasks; 
experiential learning activities including but not limited to case 
studies, group discussions, and projects; and clinical 
placement. 
 

Student Evaluations 
(Grading Process): 
 

Each course will include an evaluation component. Evaluation 
may be based on assignments, case studies, presentations, 
individual or group projects, participation, or a combination 
thereof. Evaluations will be structured to assess students’ level 
of competency in achieving overall learning objectives. 
 

Course Evaluation: At the end of each course, students will complete a course 
evaluation that explores content, delivery, materials, method 
of evaluation, and instruction. 
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Course Instruction: Instructors for courses will be selected from a pool of qualified 
applicants. In compliance with McMaster’s Senate and 
Undergraduate Council Guidelines for Certificates and 
Diplomas, selection will be based on academic background 
and/or experience in the field. Instructors will have the 
equivalency of a Master’s degree or significant professional 
and teaching experience within the field. 
Instructors will be recommended by the Faculty of Health 
Sciences, School of Nursing. 
 

Credit Towards Degree 
Programme Studies: 
 

10 units  

Program Advanced 
Standing: 
 

n/a 

Statement of Financial Viability:   
I have reviewed the business case and financial projections which include enrolment 
projections and costs. Sources of revenue for this program include tuition and 
supplementary fees (MAPS). Expenses are typical and include significant upfront 
development and marketing costs, as well as typical ongoing delivery costs (such as 
payment of facilitators, honoraria for other guest facilitators, materials, advertising and 
administration).  
Lorraine Carter, Director, Centre for Continuing Education 
Statement of Administrative Responsibilities:   
Statement of Faculty Alignment: 
The staffing and systems infrastructure to support the following functions already exists 
within Continuing Education. Costs will be fully covered by tuition, except the first year of 
the program, when the startup will be subsidized by Continuing Education.  
Continuing Education program responsibilities:  

• budget development and monetary responsibilities 
• program and course development 
• course registrations/administration 
• supervision of instructors to ensure all required policies and practices are adhered to 

and course are taught according to program requirements and standards 
• Marketing and Promotions 

The Faculty of Health Sciences will act as the academic liaison and is charged with the 
responsibility of on-going academic review, assessment, and delivery of the curriculum. The 
Faculty’s letter of support is included at the end of this document.   
Listing of Courses (complete the chart to provide suggested course title, indicate required 
or elective course, number of academic units, proposed hours, and estimated term 
offering):   
Course Name Required/Elective Unit Value Term 
Nursing  Concepts in 
Continence Care 

Required 4 units Spring 2021 

Course Description:  
Nursing Concepts in Continence Care is an online course which integrates asynchronous 
learning modules and discussion boards as well as synchronous online tutorials to develop 
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students’ awareness and understanding about bladder and bowel incontinence including 
assessment and conservative management strategies. Selected problem based clinical cases 
will be explored through online, interactive, multimedia learning modules. Online tutorial 
sessions will provide students with opportunities to discuss their assessments, identify 
contributing factors and consider treatment recommendations. Discussion Boards will also 
be utilized to provide students with the opportunity to interact with each other and the 
tutor.  
Course Ends-In-View: 
This course provides students with the opportunity to understand normal bladder and 
bowel function to develop an understanding of the factors that contribute to bladder and 
bowel incontinence and effective conservative management strategies. 
 
Advanced Concepts in 
Contince Care 

Required 3 units Spring 2021 

Course Description:  
Advanced Concepts in Continence Care is an online course which builds on the 
introductory course Nursing Concepts in Continence Care. It integrates asynchronous 
learning modules and discussion boards as well as synchronous online tutorials which will 
focus on specific bladder and bowel incontinence issues that require specialized knowledge 
and management strategies. This will further expand students’ understanding about the role 
that nursing can play in assessment, management as well as patient and staff education.  
Selected problem based clinical cases will be explored through online, interactive, 
multimedia learning modules. Online tutorial sessions will provide students with 
opportunities to discuss their assessments, identify contributing factors and consider 
treatment recommendations. Discussion Boards will also be utilized to provide students 
with the opportunity to interact with each other and the tutor.  
 
Course Ends-In-View: 
This course provides students with the opportunity to understand specific  bladder and 
bowel issues that can arise related to underlying medical issues such as spinal cord 
injury, acquired brain injury, and multiple sclerosis. Understanding the factors that can 
contribute to complex bladder and bowel incontinence is essential in developing effective 
management strategies. This knowledge is essential when developing patient and staff 
educational materials.  
 
Concepts in Continence 
Care Clinical Placement 

Required 3 units Spring 2021 

Course Description:  
Concepts in Continence Care Clinical Placement is an applied professional practice course 
that focuses on the assessment and management of urinary and fecal incontinence, 
including the introduction to the educator role in staff and patient care related to 
incontinence. Students will be individually placed in a variety of health-care settings based 
in their area of interest including but not limited to urology, urogynecology, acute care, 
rehabilitation, primary care, community, and long-term care. 
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Course Ends-In-View: 
The students taking this course will focus on understanding the impact of incontinence on 
patients and care providers: developing assessment skills; identifying factors contributing 
to incontinence; and utilizing this information to develop management plans to effectively 
manage incontinence. Elements of health promotion including patient teaching and staff 
education will be addressed.  
 
Students will be assisted in their explorations of transition and integration through the 
support and deliberate guidance of the professional practice tutor and preceptor(s), with a 
focus on the following domains of professional practice: connecting care experiences to 
academic learning; seeing connections and translating these to action across contexts, 
disciplines, perspectives; engaging in intra- and inter-professional communication, self-
assessment, reflective practice, and critical inquiry. 
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Faculty of Health Sciences 
School of Nursing 
BScN Program 
1280 Main Street West 
Hamilton, ON L8S 4L8 

(905) 525-9140 
(905) 525-1963 
http://www.fhs.mcmaster.ca/nursing 

 

 
To: Certificate & Diploma Committee 
 
From: Dr. Joanna Pierazzo, Faculty of Health Sciences 
 
Re: Proposal for Nursing Concepts in Continence Care Program, Certificate of Professional Learning 
 
Date: December-18-20 
 
I have reviewed the proposal for the Nursing Concepts in Continence Care Program to be delivered as a 
collaboration between McMaster School of Nursing and McMaster Continuing Education. The proposal 
meets the criteria set out by the Undergraduate Council in its guidelines for Certificates and Diplomas, 
specifically meeting the requirements of a Certificate of Professional Learning. I endorse this submission 
with the support of the Faculty of Health Sciences 
 
Because the courses that comprise this program are undergraduate courses, the program proposal has 
also been reviewed and approved by Dr. Jennifer Skelly of the School of Nursing as well as the 
Curriculum Committees of the School of Nursing and the Faculty of Health Sciences. The courses meet 
the stated objectives, and, as noted above, the program meets Undergraduate Council’s criteria for the 
designation of Certificate of Professional Learning. 
 
The School of Nursing is excited about this collaboration and pleased to be able to bring it to working 
health professionals through McMaster Continuing Education. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Dr. Joanna Pierazzo, RN, PhD 
Assistant Dean, Undergraduate Nursing Programs 
Associate Professor, School of Nursing 
Faculty of Health Sciences 
 
 
cc. Dr. Lorraine Carter, Director, McMaster Continuing Education 
Dan Piedra, Assistant Director, McMaster Continuing Education 
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Continuing Education Academic Program Submission – For Approval 

 

Department & Program Information (complete all fields): 

Program Name: 
Intercultural Competency  

Academic Credential: 
Certificate of Professional Learning 

Name of Representative: 
Lorraine Carter 

Effective Date:  
March 1, 2021 

Date of Submission: January 4, 2021 

Academic Merit (complete all fields; write “not applicable” as needed): 

Program Overview: The increase in global collaboration and connectivity among 

clients and employees in organizations and recognition of 

structural and systemic barriers to equity and inclusion have 

led human resources professionals, managers, and business 

leaders to recognize the need to develop intercultural 

awareness, knowledge, skills, and attitudes. Intercultural 

competence involves “(a) awareness of one’s own cultural 

assumptions, values, beliefs, and biases, (b) understanding of 

the worldview and expectations of culturally different 

interaction partners, and (c) developing and deploying 

appropriate strategies to relate to an interaction partner in a 

successful manner”1.  The effect of increasing intercultural 

competency is a more diverse, competitive, and innovative 

workplace.    

  

The proposed program will focus on the theories, best 

practices, and application of intercultural competence, and 

includes three 3-unit courses.  Students will begin the program 

with a foundational course while subsequent courses will build 

on this knowledge. 

                                                        
1 Kemmelmeier M., Kusano K. (2018) Intercultural Competence: Teaching It Is Worthwhile. 

In: Frisby C., O'Donohue W. (eds) Cultural Competence in Applied Psychology. Springer, 

Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-78997-2_25.  
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 A Certificate of Professional Learning in Intercultural 

Competency will attract participants seeking to add to their 

studies and professional development goals.  Linking the 

foundational course to other certificate and diploma programs 

as an elective course has the potential to increase student 

interest in the full program.  Furthermore, there is potential to 

cluster the program with other potential new programs such as 

workplace communication, career development, community 

engagement, etc.   

Learning Objectives: Upon completion of the program, students will be able to:  

 Demonstrate self-awareness of one ‘s cultural norms 
and values and appreciation of the complexity, 
mutability, and variability of individuals’ cultural 
identities 

 Recognize commonality and differences within people 
and communities 

 Explain how diverse viewpoints influence relationships 
with others 

 Develop effective strategies to communicate 
respectfully with diverse audiences, both orally and in 
writing 

 Apply strategies to establish, interpret, and manage 
intercultural employee teams 

 Identify the impact of cultural structures within the 

workplace and between employees 

 Explain structural and systemic barriers to equity and 

inclusion 

 Identify strategies for combatting discrimination and 

promoting equity and inclusion 

 
The following additional objectives will be threaded within 

each course:  

 Demonstration of an awareness of ethical practices and 

professional standards applicable to a field of employment 

and/or academic study 

 Exemplification of the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and 

behaviours required to work and collaborate with people 

from different cultural backgrounds and to develop 

effective personal management skills 
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Meeting Learning 
Objectives: 

The Intercultural Competency program involves  three courses 

to achieve the stated program objectives.  Individual course 

objectives are mapped to the overall program objectives.  The 

delivery format and teaching methods are structured to have a 

maximum effect on achieving the learning objectives. 

Program Admission 
Requirements: 

The program will not require an application for admission. 

Recommended program requirements will be posted to 

Continuing Education’s website:  

“In compliance with the Certificates and Diploma, admission 

policy from Undergraduate Council, students who wish to 

enter the Intercultural Competency program should meet the 

following requirements based on their education and work 

experience:  

 Be a mature student as defined in the Undergraduate 

Calendar of McMaster University; or be deemed an 

exceptional case by the Centre for Continuing 

Education 

 Be knowledgeable with basic computer program 

applications and skills, such as Word, PowerPoint, web 

browsing, email 

 Follow University guidelines for English Language 

Proficiency requirements: Completion of TOEFL exam 

with a minimum acceptable score of IBT: 86 overall with 

a minimum score of 20 on each of the four components 

(Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening), valid for 2 

years” 

Program Pre-requisites (if 
applicable): 

N/A 

Program Completion 
Requirements: 

To qualify for a Certificate of Professional Learning, students 

must successfully complete the three courses of the program.   

Program Delivery Format: Program courses may be delivered in-person, online, and/or a 

blended format. All formats will include instructor lectures 

and/or presentations, group discussions, and practical 

application activities.  Each course will be a minimum of 36 

hours delivered over an 8-week session (approximately 4.5 

hours per week).   

Student Evaluations 
(Grading Process): 

Each course will include several evaluation components.  The 

evaluations will consist of assignments, case studies, 
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presentations, reflection journals, application activities, 

individual or group projects, class participation, or a 

combination thereof. Where appropriate, evaluations will be 

structured to evaluate participants’ level of competency in 

achieving overall learning objectives. Grading will adhere to 

McMaster’s academic grading scale.   

Course Evaluation: For each course, students will complete an evaluation to assess 

content, delivery, materials, method of evaluation and 

instruction. 

Course Instruction: Instructors for courses will be selected from a pool of qualified 

external professionals. In compliance with McMaster’s Senate 

and Undergraduate Council Guidelines for Certificates and 

Diplomas, the selection will be based on academic background 

and/or experience within the field.  Instructors must have a 

Master's degree (or equivalent) and significant professional 

experience and teaching within the field. 

Credit Towards Degree 
Programme Studies: 

The academic credit courses included in the program may be 

used for credit towards undergraduate degree studies 

following the normal academic rules as specified by the Faculty 

offering the degree. 

Program Advanced 
Standing: 

No transfer credits will be permitted for the Certificate of 

Professional Learning.   

Statement of Financial Viability:   

I have reviewed the business case and financial projections which include enrolment 

projections and costs. Sources of revenue for this program include tuition and 

supplementary fees (MAPS). Expenses are typical and include significant upfront 

development and marketing costs, as well as typical ongoing delivery costs (such as 

payment of facilitators, honoraria for other guest facilitators, materials, advertising and 

administration).  

Lorraine Carter, Director, Centre for Continuing Education 

Statement of Administrative Responsibilities:   

Statement of Faculty Alignment: 

The staffing and systems infrastructure to support the following functions already exists 

within Continuing Education. Costs will be fully covered by tuition, except the first year of 

the program, when the startup will be subsidized by Continuing Education.  

Continuing Education program responsibilities:  

 budget development and monetary responsibilities 

 program and course development 
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 course registrations/administration 

 supervision of instructors to ensure all required policies and practices are adhered to 

and courses are taught according to program requirements and standards 

 Marketing and Promotions 

The Faculty of Humanities will act as an academic liaison and is charged with the 

responsibility of on-going academic review and assessment of the curriculum.  The Faculty’s 

letter of support is included at the end of this document.   

Listing of Courses  

Course Name Required/Elective Unit Value Term 

Foundations of Intercultural 

Competencies 
Required 3.0 Spring 2021 

Course Description:    
This course is designed to establish a foundation of how intercultural competency is defined, and its 
importance in the development of inclusive, creative, and effective organizations. By exploring 
informing concepts and terminology associated with culture, unconscious bias, and systemic 
barriers, you will discover how they impact and influence personal and professional communities. 
The course will enable you to develop your capacity for self-reflection through building awareness 
and understanding of your cultural norms and values and how these are reflected in your 
interactions with people within the workplace, organizations, and society in general.  

Intercultural 
Communication 

Required 3.0 Spring 2021 

Course Description:   
How we communicate is affected by our cultural values and the understandings we hold of others as 
individuals and members of groups. In this course, you will be challenged to explore your 
perspectives about culture, diversity, and inclusion in order to recognize how these perspectives 
affect your practice of communication. You will examine communication challenges and explore 
tools and strategies to develop your communication skills for an intercultural society in which 
culture is understood as a complex, mutable, and variable reality. By selecting and using various 
communications media, you will compose messages for a variety of audiences. You will also assess 
examples and approaches to intercultural communications applicable to the workplace with 
particular emphasis on communicating within a diverse team.   

Intercultural Workplaces Required 3.0 Spring 2021 
Course Description:  
In this course, you will explore today’s workplace including how your understanding of cultural 
competency and your skills in intercultural communication affect the organization and team. You 
will examine strategies associated with building and managing a successful intercultural team and 
analyze challenges associated with overt and underlying cultural attributes as present in employees, 
leaders, and teams. Course activities and case studies will assist in the process of identifying 
strategies for combatting discrimination and promoting equity and inclusion in the workplace.   
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Cc:  Lorraine Carter, Director, MCE 

 Dan Piedra, Assistant Director, MCE 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

DATE: December-16-20 

TO: Certificate & Diploma Committee 

FROM: Dr. Sean Corner, Associate Dean – Academic, Faculty of Humanities 

RE: Proposal for Certificate of Professional Learning, Intercultural Competency 

 

I have reviewed the Intercultural Competency program submission presented by 

McMaster Continuing Education (MCE). I have determined that it meets all the criteria 

set out by the Undergraduate Council in its guidelines for certificates and diplomas and 

we, therefore, endorse this submission with the support of the Faculty of Humanities 

 

At my request, this program proposal was reviewed by Dr. Ana Moro.  Dr. Moro 

concluded that the objectives of the proposed program are viable. The courses included in 

the program will fulfil the stated objectives and the program meets the Undergraduate 

Council’s criteria for the designation of Certificate of Professional Learning.   

 

The Faculty of Humanities is pleased to support a program such as Intercultural 

Competency.  As well, we support McMaster Continuing Education as its academic 

affiliate for the program, carrying out both review of the initial submission and ongoing 

expertise in relation to curriculum development and/or revisions.  Additionally, we have 

provided MCE with the guidelines needed by their students for the possible use of the 

advanced standing rules for students entering our degree programs using credits earned 

from the program. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Sean Corner, Ph.D 

Associate Dean – Academic, Faculty of Humanities 
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Proposal for Concurrent Certificate in Social Innovation 
December 2020 

 
Tracy Prowse 
Associate Dean Academic 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
 
Lynn Giordano 
Assistant Dean  
Faculty of Social Sciences 
 
Philippa Carter 
Assistant Professor, Department of Religious Studies 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
 
Adrianne Xavier 
Acting Academic Director, Indigenous Studies 
Faculty of Social Sciences 
 
Sheila Sammon 
Professor Emeritus, School of Social Work 
Director, Community Engagement 
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Certificate Overview and Rationale 

The incentive for the development of the Social Innovation certificate is 
connected to mandates by government granting agencies (e.g., SSHRC) that 
universities develop research and teaching that will have a positive impact on 
Canadian society. The second impetus was feedback from undergraduate 
students in the Faculty of Social Science who indicated that they learn a great 
deal about societal problems, but would like more training in how to help address 
these problems, that is, how to enact social change. Our definition of Social 
Innovation is the development and implementation of solutions for effective, long-
term social impact (i.e., not entrepreneurship). 

The certificate is also designed to provide students with an experiential learning 
opportunity as part of the requirements for completion. We want to give students 
enough options to make this flexible and attractive to students in all programs, so 
we have tried to include course options from all departments/programs in our 
faculty.  

 
Structure 
The concurrent certificate in Social Innovation is designed for students to develop 
an academic focus in the development and implementation of solutions for 
effective, long-term social impact. Completion of the Social Innovation 
Concurrent Certificate will indicate that students have developed knowledge and 
competencies in this area. This certificate meets the requirements outlined in 
McMaster’s Certificates and Diplomas Policy. 

 
Certificate Requirements 
Any student in an undergraduate degree program at McMaster may declare the 
certificate, at the time of graduation, and upon completion of the following 
courses. Non-McMaster credit may not be utilized in fulfilment of certificate 
requirements. 

No more than 9 units of Level 1 courses may be applied towards the completion 
of the Concurrent Certificate.  It is the student’s responsibility to check for pre-
requisites, co-requisites and enrolment restrictions of all courses in these lists. 
Up to 6 units can overlap with the Interdisciplinary Minor in Community 
Engagement. 
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REQUIREMENTS 
18 units total (of which no more than 9 units may be from Level 1 courses) 

9 units 
Course List A – Foundations 
• SOCWORK 1BB3 – Re-Imagining Help: Introduction to Social Work II 
• SOCIOL 1C03 – Canadian Society: Social Problems, Social Policy, and the 

Law 
• CMTYENGA 2A03 – Foundations of Community Engagement 

 
3 units* 
from 

Course List B – Experiential 
*Experiential units are to be completed after required foundation courses are 
completed to ensure that students have the necessary theoretical and 
methodological background prior to engaging with community partners. 

• INSPIRE 3EL3 – Experiential Learning Opportunities (check Intersession 
website for current course offerings) 

• SOCSCI 3EL3 - Leadership for Social Innovation 
• HTHSCI 4ID3 – Innovation by Design (only open to Level 4 students) 

6 units 

from 
Course List C – Thematic  

• ANTHROP 3HH3 – Globalization, Social Justice and Human Rights 
• ANTHROP 4D03 – Practicing Anthropology: Ethics, Theory, Engagement   
• CMTYENGA 3A03 – The Art of Change 
• ECON 2D03 – Economic Issues 
• ENVSOCTY 2EI3 – Environment & Society: Challenges and Solutions 
• GLOBALZN 1A03 – Global Citizenship 
• GLOBALZN 3A03 – Globalization, Social Justice, and Human Rights 
• HLTHAGE 3AA3 – State, Civil Society and Health 
• HLTHAGE 3G03 – Community Based Research 
• INDIGST 2C03 – Current Issues in Indigenous Studies: Selected Topics 
• INDIGST 2M03 – Indigenous Research Methods and Ethics 
• INNOVATE 2SI3 – Social Innovations 
• LABRST 1D03 – Will Robots Take All Our Jobs? 
• LABRST 2G03- Labour and Globalization 
• LABRST 2J03- Work and Racism  
• POLSCI 2F03 – Politics, Power and Influence in Canada 
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• POLSCI 2M03 – Governance, Representation, and Participation in 
Democracies 

• POLSCI 3LL3 – Development and Public Policy 
• SCAR 2RD3 – Religion and Diversity 
• SOCPSY 2C03 – The Social Science of Popular Culture 
• SOCPSY 3Y03 – Social Psychology in Action 
• SOCWORK 4J03 – Social Change: Social Movements and Advocacy 
• SOCIOL 2R03 – Perspectives on Social Inequality 
• SOCIOL 3MM3 – Political Sociology 
• SOCIOL 4DD3 – Social Movements and Social Change 
• SOCIOL 4KK3 – Sociology through Community Engagement and Service 

For students interested in Citizenship, Human Rights, and Diversity, these are 
recommended courses: 

ANTHROP 3HH3/GLOBALZN 3A03, CMTYENGA 3A03, GLOBALZN 1A03, 
INDIGST 2C03, LABRST 2G03, 2J03, POLISCI 2M03, SCAR 2RD3, SOCIOL 
2R03 

For students interested in Social Movements, Community Engagement, and 
Advocacy, these are recommended courses: 

CMTYENGA 3A03, HLTHAGE 3G03, SOCWORK 4J03, SOCIOL 4DD3, 
SOCIOL 4KK3 

 

Resources 

No new courses or teaching resources are required to implement this Concurrent 
Certificate. All courses are currently offered in the Faculty of Social Sciences. 
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REPORT TO UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES 

  
NOVEMBER 2020 

Approved by the Faculty of Humanities November 11, 2020 
 

 
 
 
 

SUMMARY OF CHANGES TO CERTIFICATE & DIPLOMA PROGRAMS 
FOR THE 2021-22 CALENDAR 

 
For a complete review of all changes, please refer to the November 2020 Faculty of Humanities Report to 
Undergraduate Council for changes to the 2021-2022 Undergraduate Calendar, found at 
https://www.humanities.mcmaster.ca/about-the-faculty-of-humanities/faculty-meetings/ 
 
 
Diploma Programs: 

1. MELD (McMaster English Language Development Diploma) 
• Revision of program structure 

 
Certificate Programs: 

1. MERGE (McMaster English Readiness for Graduate Excellence Certificate) 
• Revision of program structure 
 

Concurrent Certificate Programs: 
1. Concurrent Certificate for Applied Ethics and Policy (CAEP) 

• Updating of course options 
2. Concurrent Certificate in Creative Writing and Narrative Arts (CWNA) 

• Proposal for a new concurrent certificate 
3. Concurrent Certificate in Essential French 

• Minor revision to program copy 
4. Concurrent Certificate in the Language of Medicine and Health 

• Updating of course listing 
5. Concurrent Certificate in Professional French 

• Inclusion of note regarding alternate option 
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FACULTY OF HUMANITIES 
CURRICULUM REVISIONS FOR 2021-22 

 
MELD (McMaster English Language Development Diploma) 

 
Rationale for all Program and Course Changes: 
Given the rapid growth of MELD, and evidence-based outcomes, MELD was restructured for 2020-21 to better 
achieve a high-quality transition program that meaningfully engages and meets the needs of students, and that 
can deliver a consistent and superior student experience.  

 
The restructure represents a long-needed permanent change in the program delivery model to address rigor, 
coherence and cohort size. The new courses display a greater integration of academic content and skill 
development across the program, additional contact hours (eight hours have been added to the program), the 
adoption of a university-based model (lecture-lab-tutorial structure) and the inclusion of new teaching strategies 
(e.g., problem-based learning), all of which better reflect the purpose of a comprehensive university transition 
program and better enable us to meet the needs of students in the program. 
 
1.0 REVISIONS TO EXISTING PROGRAMS: 
McMaster English Language Development Diploma (MELD) 
Department of Linguistics and Languages (Faculty of Humanities) 
Phone: (+1) 905.525.9140 Ext. 23718 
 
Email: meld@mcmaster.ca 
Web: http://meld.mcmaster.ca https://meld.humanities.mcmaster.ca/diploma/ 
Students who meet the academic admission requirements for their choice of Level 1 program, but do not meet 
McMaster's English Language Proficiency requirement may be admitted to the MELD bridging program which has 
been developed for international students, providing them with a supportive environment in which they can 
succeed. The diploma is a two-term, full-time intensive bridging program in English language development, 
acculturation and engagement. 
Students accepted into MELD are given a conditional offer of admission to their program of choice, pending 
successful completion of the MELD diploma. Once the diploma in MELD has been successfully completed, the 
student may register in the program to which he/she the student was given conditional admission and will have 
completed 6 units of degree credit courses in Linguistics that may be applied as electives to that program. In 
exceptional circumstances, MELD will consider transfers from other McMaster programs. 
Please visit http://meld.mcmaster.ca https://meld.humanities.mcmaster.ca/diploma/ for more information or 
email meld@mcmaster.ca. 
 
Fall Term 
(September - December) 

• MELD 1Q03 – Critical and Analytic Reading 
• MELD 1QQ3 – Grammar, Structure and University Writing 
• MELD 1R03 – Aural Communication and Academic Culture 
• MELD 1RR3 – Oral Communication for Academic and Social Interactions 
• MELD 1A03  Academic Writing and Integrity 
• MELD 1B03  English Phonetics and Pronunciation 
• MELD 1C03  Academic Reading Skills 
• MELD 1D03  Social Perspectives on Language 
• MELD 1L00  Linguistics Lab 1 
• MELD 1M00 – Mentorship Lab 1 
• LINGUIST 1Z03  Structure of Modern English I (degree credit course) 
• LINGUIST 1E03 Introduction to English Linguistics I (degree credit course) 
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Winter Term 
(January - April) 

• MELD 1S03 – Critical Reading, Research and Academic Vocabulary 
• MELD 1SS3 – Academic Writing, Reporting and Research 
• MELD 1T03 – Cross-cultural Perspectives on Language and Language Learning 
• MELD 1TT3 – Oral Communication for Academic Discourse 
• MELD 1AA3  Advanced Academic Writing 
• MELD 1BB3  Advanced Speaking and Presentation Skills 
• MELD 1CC3  Advanced Academic Reading Skills 
• MELD 1DD3  Advanced Academic Listening Skills 
• MELD 1LL0  Linguistics Lab 2 
• MELD 1MM0 - Mentorship Lab 2 
• LINGUIST 1ZZ3  Structure of Modern English II (degree credit course) 
• LINGUIST 1EE3 Introduction to English Linguistics II (degree credit course) 

 
2.0 NEW COURSES: 
 
2.1 MELD 1Q03 – Critical and Analytic Reading 
In this course students develop their critical reading and reasoning skills by engaging, summarizing, analyzing, and 
reflecting on texts representing a variety of academic disciplines. The course emphasizes vocabulary building 
strategies (vocabulary in context) to communicate information clearly in different academic writing tasks.  
2 hours lecture; 2 hours tutorial; 2 hours lab; one term. 
Prerequisite(s): Registration in the McMaster English Language Development Diploma (MELD) program. 
 
Enrolment: 600 
 
2.2 MELD 1QQ3 – Grammar, Structure and University Writing 
This course focuses on using appropriate language (grammar, vocabulary, style), structure, and source attribution 
for writing in common post-secondary genres, while developing the critical thinking skills necessary for academic 
success. Attention will also be paid to less formal modes of online communication, such as email writing.   
2 hours lecture; 2 hours tutorial; 2 hours lab; one term.  
Prerequisite(s): Registration in the McMaster English Language Development Diploma (MELD) program. 
 
Enrolment: 600 
 
2.3 MELD 1R03 – Aural Communication and Academic Culture 
This is an intensive course that focuses on the listening and note-taking strategies needed for aural and oral 
success in university, that also introduces students to problem-based learning. Aural skills are enhanced through 
exposure to a variety of academic lectures, discussions, debates and podcasts.   
2 hours lecture; 2 hours tutorial; 2 hours lab; one term.  
Prerequisite(s): Registration in the McMaster English Language Development Diploma (MELD) program. 
 
Enrolment: 600 
 
2.4 MELD 1RR3 – Oral Communication for Academic and Social Interactions 
In this course students are introduced to the fundamentals of oral communication, including listening, for 
communicating successfully in university contexts, through inquiry-based learning activities and discussions. 
Pronunciation sessions will reinforce speech production and overall fluency.  
2 hours lecture; 2 hours tutorial; 2 hours lab; one term.  
Prerequisite(s): Registration in the McMaster English Language Development Diploma (MELD) program. 
 
Enrolment: 600 
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2.5 MELD 1S03 – Critical Reading, Research and Academic Vocabulary 
This course further develops students’ analytical reading and critical thinking skills. Students will engage, analyze, 
synthesize, evaluate, and reflect on more challenging scholarly texts from a range of disciplines. The course 
strengthens students’ contextual vocabulary knowledge to enable effective and accurate written academic 
communication.  
2 hours lecture; 2 hours tutorial; 2 hours lab; one term.  
Prerequisite(s): Registration in the McMaster English Language Development Diploma (MELD) program. 
 
Enrolment: 600 
 
2.6 MELD 1SS3 – Academic Writing, Reporting and Research 
This course focuses on the development of research, reading, and composition skills to craft an academic report. 
Language (grammar, vocabulary, style), structure, source attribution, and critical thinking skills are further 
developed.   
2 hours lecture; 2 hours tutorial; 2 hours lab; one term. 
Prerequisite(s): Registration in the McMaster English Language Development Diploma (MELD) program. 
 
Enrolment: 600 
 
2.7 MELD 1T03 – Cross-cultural Perspectives on Language and Language Learning 
In this course students will explore the relationships between language, culture and society and how those 
relationships affect English language learning and communication in English. Students will further develop their 
critical listening and note-taking skills through lectures and inquiry-based learning scenarios.   
2 hours lecture; 2 hours tutorial; 2 hours lab; one term. 
Prerequisite(s): Registration in the McMaster English Language Development Diploma (MELD) program. 
 
Enrolment: 600 
 
2.8 MELD 1TT3 – Oral Communication for Academic Discourse 
In this course students will learn to apply effective oral communication strategies to a variety of higher education 
contexts, including case-study presentations and formal discussions. Cultural awareness, aural skills, and advanced 
features of pronunciation will also be reinforced.  
2 hours lecture; 2 hours tutorial; 2 hours lab; one term. 
Prerequisite(s): Registration in the McMaster English Language Development Diploma (MELD) program. 
 
Enrolment: 600 
 
3.0 REVISIONS TO EXISTING COURSES:  n/a 

 
4.0 COURSE DELETIONS: 
 
4.1 MELD 1A03 - Academic Writing and Integrity 
 
4.2 MELD 1AA3 - Advanced Academic Writing 
 
4.3 MELD 1B03 - English Phonetics and Pronunciation 
 
4.4 MELD 1BB3 - Advanced Speaking and Presentation Skills 
 
4.5 MELD 1C03 - Academic Reading Skills 
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4.6 MELD 1CC3 - Advanced Academic Reading Skills 
 
4.7 MELD 1D03 - Social Perspectives on Language 
 
4.8 MELD 1DD3 - Advanced Academic Listening Skills 
 
4.9 MELD 1L00 - Linguistics Lab 1 
 
4.10 MELD 1LL0 - Linguistics Lab 2 
 
 
 

 
 

McMaster English Readiness for Graduate Excellence Certificate (MERGE) 
 
Rationale for Changes: The MERGE Program has been updated to allow for more flexibility and to take into 
consideration Graduate students’ needs. After the first pilot, the length of the program changed from 10 weeks to 6 
weeks but the number of contact hours remains the same (200+ hours of language training) for an intensive but 
impactful program, necessary for measurable language improvement and modeled on evidence-based research on 
best practices for the teaching of Advanced Academic ESL. 
 
 
McMaster English Readiness for Graduate Excellence Certificate 
https://meld.humanities.mcmaster.ca/merge/ 
 
MERGE (the McMaster English Readiness for Graduate Excellence Certificate) is an intensive 10 week  6-week 
summer Academic English preparatory program, intended for graduate and professional students certificate 
program for current or prospective graduate students from any institution who are looking to improve their 
English-language skills.The MERGE program offers over 200 hours of language training; 35 hours per week. 
Admission requirements include successful completion of an undergraduate degree and English language 
proficiency minimum requirements of TOEFL iBT 90 or IELTS 6.5 (with minimum category requirements).  
Target English proficiency upon program completion will be an IELTS score of 7-7.5 or Common European 
Framework Reference for Languages (CEFR) level C2.1, in keeping with graduate English proficiency admission 
requirements. 
Students in MERGE will complete a program that includes intensive practice of academic English (listening, reading, 
writing, speaking), with an emphasis on professional development.  
The MERGE program goes beyond essential training in speaking, listening, reading, and writing. It has been 
designed to support the integration of these skills as applied to real world contexts students will encounter during 
graduate school and beyond. 
The MERGE certificate does not require current or conditional admission to a McMaster University graduate 
program and program completion does not guarantee admission to a graduate program of study in and of itself. As 
a stand-alone program, the MERGE certificate coursework cannot be utilized for advanced standing or credit 
towards degree studies. 
 
 
Certificate Requirements 

• MERGE 100  Advanced Reading and Writing for Graduate Studies (6 units) 
• MERGE 200  Advanced Listening and Speaking for Graduate Studies (3 units) 
• MERGE 300  Presentation Skills & Lecture Series (3 units) 
• MERGE 400  Professional Development (3 units) 
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Each of the program’s six weeks will be divided into modules that will focus on a different set of skills. These 
modules will approach the development of these skills from the point of view of both cultural understanding and 
practical implementation, with an emphasis on teaching and practising the language skills needed to be successful 
in each domain. The six modules are: 

• Module 1 – General social interactions: conventions and strategies for everyday social encounters 
students face 

• Module 2 – Academic feedback and critique: the role of critique in academia along with tools for both 
giving and receiving feedback or peer review 

• Module 3 – Academic reasoning: identifying, understanding, and summarizing arguments and evaluating 
supporting evidence in both reading and listening 

• Module 4 – Academic interactions: navigating relationships with supervisors, teams, and other faculty in 
person, through email, at conferences, and in seminars 

• Module 5 – Career preparation: best practices for CVs/resumes, job interviews, elevator pitches, and 
online brand building 

• Module 6 – Teaching: principles of effective teaching including developing lessons, interacting with 
students, and grading 

 
 

 
 
Concurrent Certificate for Applied Ethics and Policy (CAEP) 
Department of Philosophy 
University Hall, Room 310, ext. 24275 
http://philos.humanities.mcmaster.ca/ 
The Certificate for Applied Ethics and Policy (CAEP) is designed to prepare undergraduate students from Health 
Sciences, Engineering, Business, Humanities, Science, and Social Sciences to work together on teams to identify 
and resolve the ethical, institutional, and policy challenges posed by novel technologies that are highly promising 
but also potentially disruptive. The Certificate will recognize students for having gained skills in ethics and critical 
reasoning, the development of policy recommendations, working within multi-disciplinary teams, and engaging 
with relevant stakeholders. 
Certificate Requirements 
Any student in an undergraduate program at McMaster may declare the certificate at the time of graduation and 
upon satisfaction of each of the following requirements: 

1. The student must be accepted by the Certificate for Applied Ethics and Policy Committee (the CAEP 
Selection Committee). The CAEP Selection Committee will consider supplemental applications soon after 
the end of Winter term of each academic year, but only from students who are enrolled in an 
undergraduate program at McMaster University and who have completed PHILOS 2D03 or 2YY3 and 
either (or both) PHILOS 2S03 or PHILOS 2G03. The CAEP Selection Committee's selections will be made on 
the basis of the student's cumulative grades and answers to the supplemental application questions. 

2. The student must complete 15 units in accordance with the following requirements. 
Notes 

1. Students accepted and enrolled in the Justice, Political Philosophy, and Law Honours BA Program are not 
eligible to apply for the Certificate. 

2. Any student seeking a Philosophy Honours BA may satisfy no more than 2 courses (6 units) of the 
Philosophy Honours BA Program requirements with courses that the student has also designated as 
counting toward the satisfaction of the Certificate's requirements. 

3. Students who declare the certificate are precluded from declaring a philosophy minor. 
4. Transfer credits will not be accepted in lieu of PHILOS 4V03. Students accepted into the certificate 

program are free to request transfer credit in lieu of any other certificate course requirement. The 
student may submit such a request to the Selection Committee (via philadm@mcmaster.ca) at any time. 

5. Note that selection by the selection committee is distinct from the successful declaration of the 
certificate, and a student's selection does not imply that the candidate has satisfied all certificate 
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requirements. It is the student's responsibility to make sure that at the time of graduation, all 
requirements of the certificate as enumerated above have been fulfilled. 

6. Integrated Business and Humanities students may substitute IBH 2BD3 for PHILOS 2D03. 
Requirements 
15 units total 
3 units 
from 

• PHILOS 2D03 - Bioethics 
• PHILOS 2YY3 - Ethics 

3 units 
from 

• PHILOS 2G03 - Social and Political Issues 
• PHILOS 2S03 - History of Political Philosophy 

3 units 
from 

• PHILOS 2N03 - Business Ethics 
• PHILOS 2TT3 - Ethical Issues in Communication 
• PHILOS 3C03 - Advanced Bioethics 
• PHILOS 3CC3 - Advanced Ethics 
• PHILOS 3GH3 - Global Health Ethics 

3 units 
from 

• PHILOS 3I03 - Philosophy and Feminism 
• PHILOS 3L03 - Environmental Philosophy 
• PHILOS 3N03 - Political Philosophy 
• PHILOS 3Q03 - Philosophy of Law 

3 units 
• PHILOS 4V03 - Multidisciplinary Workshop in Applied Ethics and Policy 

 
Rationale: Inclusion of new relevant course option to the advanced ethics certificate requirement. 
 

 
 
 
Concurrent Certificate in Creative Writing and Narrative Arts (CWNA) 
 
Department of English and Cultural Studies 
Chester New Hall, Room 321, ext 24491 
http://english.humanities.mcmaster.ca/ 
 
The Concurrent Certificate in Creative Writing and Narrative Arts (CWNA) is designed for students who wish to 
develop their creative writing skills through workshops, groups, public-facing community work, and individual 
projects. Students will also enrol in other English and Cultural Studies courses to ensure they gain exposure both to 
the creative practice, techniques, and possibilities to be found in a variety of genres and media, and to the 
perspectives and learning objectives of undergraduate study in English and Cultural Studies. In their final year of 
study, students will participate in a series of workshops, culminating in a creative writing capstone project. 
 
Certificate Requirements 
Any student in an undergraduate program at McMaster may declare the certificate at the time of graduation and 
upon completion of each of the following requirements: 

1. The student must be accepted by the Creative Writing and Narrative Arts (CWNA) Selection Committee. 
Enrolment in this Certificate is limited and possession of the published minimum requirements does not 
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guarantee admission. The CWNA Selection Committee will consider supplemental applications soon after 
the end of Winter term of each academic year. Applicants must be enrolled in an undergraduate program 
at McMaster University and have completed at least one of ENGLISH 2CW3, 3CP3, or 3CW3 and 3 units of 
any other English and Cultural Studies course. The CWNA Selection Committee’s selections will be made 
on the basis of the student’s cumulative grades and their supplemental application. See Note #1. 

2. The student must complete 18 units in accordance with the following requirements. 
 
Notes 

1. Students must complete a supplemental application for admission, due at the time of program selection 
for the next academic year. This application includes a writing portfolio of 10 double-spaced pages of 
original creative writing in more than one genre. Supplemental applications will be available on the 
English and Cultural Studies website when the application period is open. 

2. Students not accepted in the CWNA Concurrent Certificate may take open Level 2 and Level 3 Creative 
Writing courses as electives, as space permits; please note that enrolment in ENGLISH 3CR3 and 4CC3 are 
restricted to students accepted to the Certificate and enrolment in ENGLISH 4FW3 is restricted to 
students in an English and Cultural Studies Honours or Combined Honours BA program. 

3. Any student wishing to also complete the Minor in English and Cultural Studies should make note that no 
more than 6 units may be double-counted toward both the concurrent certificate and minor 
requirements. 

4. Note that acceptance by the Selection Committee is distinct from the successful declaration of the 
Certificate, and a student’s acceptance does not imply that the candidate has satisfied all Certificate 
requirements. It is the student’s responsibility to make sure that, at the time of graduation, all 
requirements of the Certificate have been fulfilled. 

 
Requirements 
18 units total 
3 units 

• ENGLISH 2CW3 - Genre in Creative Writing 
6 units 
from 

• ENGLISH 3CP3 - Writing Practices 
• ENGLISH 3CR3 - Writing Out 
• ENGLISH 3CW3 - Creating Writing in/for/with Communities 
• ENGLISH 4FW3 - Forms of Creative Writing 

3 units 
• ENGLISH 4CC3 - Creative Writing Capstone 

6 units 
• Any Level II or III ENGLISH courses apart from the Creative Writing courses specified above 

 
Rationale:  In response to student demand for expanded programming in Creative Writing, we are looking to create 
opportunities for both program and non-program students to develop and deepen their creative writing practice. 
This certificate is the next logical step in accomplishing that aim.  
The proposed certificate would see a mix of new and existing creative writing courses offered to provide certificate 
students with an incremental, graduated approach to the study and practice of creative writing and narrative arts, 
a study of writing in diverse genres and media, and a broad sense of the sites of creative writing. The certificate 
would require the introduction of new Level 2 and 3 courses (replacing some of our existing creative writing 
offerings) and a mandatory capstone project that would offer a distinctive, summative experience to those 
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completing the certificate, giving students the opportunity to develop a single piece or set of smaller pieces over the 
course of the year.  
The Creative Writing and Narrative Arts concurrent certificate also represents an opportunity for the Department of  
English and Cultural Studies to extend the work that has already been done through the Writer in Residence program  
to recognize and nurture diverse forms of imaginative expression. Recognizing that creative writing isn’t just an  
individual pursuit but one that happens in and for community, the program emphasizes the responsibility that  
engagement entails, and the forms that it can take, whether students are engaged in writing, editing, organizing  
literary events, or other allied activities. 
 

 
 
 
Concurrent Certificate in Essential French 
Department of French 
Togo Salmon Hall, Room 532, ext. 24470 
http://french.humanities.mcmaster.ca/ 
The Concurrent Certificate in Essential French is intended for those students seeking a solid foundation in essential 
French, including receptive linguistic skills in French (listening, reading, comprehension), and fundamental 
productive communication skills (speaking, writing). Students completing a degree program in French (Hons BA, 
BA, minor) are not eligible for the concurrent Certificate in Essential French. 
Certificate Requirements 
Any student in an undergraduate degree program at McMaster may declare the certificate, at the time of 
graduation, and upon completion of the following courses in French. 
Requirements 
18 units total 

• FRENCH 1Z06 A/B - Beginner's Intensive French I 
• FRENCH 2Z06 A/B - Beginner's Intensive French II 
• FRENCH 2M06 A/B - Introduction to French Studies: Advanced Level * 

Alternate Pathway to Certificate 
Those students who begin their French Studies at McMaster with FRENCH 2Z06 A/B may still complete the 
concurrent Certificate in Essential French, through fulfilment of the following alternate pathway. 
Requirements 
15 units total 
12 units 

• FRENCH 2M06 A/B  Introduction to French Studies: Advanced Level FRENCH 2Z06 A/B - Beginner's 
Intensive French II 

• FRENCH 2Z06 A/B  Beginner's Intensive French II FRENCH 2M06 A/B - Introduction to French Studies: 
Advanced Level 

3 units 
• Level II French 

Note: 
*Students may replace FRENCH 2M06 A/B  with equivalent language courses taken during the summer through the 
Explore program, or with other pre-approved exchange or study abroad courses. No more than 6 units of the 
Certificate, however, can come from non-McMaster courses. 
The Department of French strongly recommends that an immersion experience be part of the work towards the 
certificate. 
 
Rationale: Reverse order of courses listed in alternate pathway, to be noted in order in which students would  
proceed. 
 
 

 
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Concurrent Certificate in the Language of Medicine and Health 
Department of Classics 
Togo Salmon Hall, Room 706, ext. 24311 
http://classics.humanities.mcmaster.ca 
This concurrent certificate provides students with formal recognition of competency in the etymology, word 
formation, and logic of medical terminology. 
Certificate Requirements 
Any student in an undergraduate degree program at McMaster may declare the certificate, at the time of 
graduation, and upon completion of the following courses. 
Requirements 
15 units total 
6 units 

• CLASSICS 2MT3 - Ancient Roots of Medical Terminology 
• CLASSICS 3MT3 - Advanced Ancient Roots of Medical Terminology 

6 units 
from 

• GREEK 1Z03 - Beginner's Intensive Ancient Greek I 
• GREEK 1ZZ3 - Beginner's Intensive Ancient Greek II 
• LATIN 1Z03 - Beginner's Intensive Latin I 
• LATIN 1ZZ3 - Beginner's Intensive Latin II 

3 units 
from 

• GREEK 1Z03 - Beginner's Intensive Ancient Greek I 
• GREEK 1ZZ3 - Beginner's Intensive Ancient Greek II 
• GREEK 2A03 - Intermediate Greek I 
• LATIN 1Z03 - Beginner's Intensive Latin I 
• LATIN 1ZZ3 - Beginner's Intensive Latin II 
• LATIN 2A03 - Intermediate Latin I 
• LINGUIST 1A03 - Introduction to Linguistics: Sounds, Speech and Hearing 
• ENGLISH 2NH3  Narratives of Health 
• ENGLISH 3NH3 - Narratives of Health 

 
Notes 

1. Any student seeking a Classics program may satisfy no more than 2 courses (six units) of the Classics 
program's requirements with courses that the student counts toward the satisfaction of the Certificate's 
requirements. 

2. Any student wishing to declare a Minor in Classics, Latin, or Greek may satisfy no more than 2 courses (six 
units) of the Minor's requirements. 

3. Students who have Grade 12 Latin or Greek and are therefore not eligible to take Beginner's Intensive 
Latin or Greek can substitute the Intermediate Latin or Greek. 

Rationale: The Department of English and Cultural Studies is reintroducing this course as a third-level course.  

 
 
Concurrent Certificate in Professional French 
Department of French 
Togo Salmon Hall, Room 532, ext. 24470 
http://french.humanities.mcmaster.ca/ 
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The concurrent Certificate in Professional French provides students with substantial vocabulary from such fields as 
business, law, medicine, journalism and the hospitality industry. Through a focus on the study of sample cases, the 
certificate will help prepare students for possible real-life situations which they could encounter in their careers. 
Notes 

1. No more than 6 units of the Certificate may be completed using non-McMaster courses. 
2. Students majoring in any French program must complete the certificate requirements FRENCH 2I03 and 

FRENCH 3II3 as elective credit. These courses must be taken outside of the French (Honours B.A., 
Combined Honours B.A. or B.A.) degree requirements. 

3. Students uncertain as to whether language course prerequisites best reflect their linguistic ability are 
encouraged to consult the French department for a placement test. 

4. Students interested in further study may wish to review requirements for the Minor in French, however, 
should note that they would be unable to declare both the Concurrent Certificate in Professional French 
and the Minor in French. 
 

Admission 
Any student in an undergraduate degree program at McMaster may declare the certificate, at the time of 
graduation, and upon completion of the following courses in French. 
Requirements 
18 units 

• FRENCH 1A06 A/B - Introduction to French Studies: Advanced Level 
or 

• FRENCH 2M06 A/B - Introduction to French Studies: Advanced Level 
  

• FRENCH 2B03 - French Language Practice I 
• FRENCH 2BB3 - French Language Practice II 
• FRENCH 2I03 - Professional French I 
• FRENCH 3II3 - Professional French II 

 
Alternate Pathway to Certificate 
Those students who begin their French Studies at McMaster with FRENCH 2B03 may still complete the concurrent 
Certificate in Professional French, through fulfilment of the following alternate pathway. 
 
Requirements 
15 units total 
 
12 units 
 

• FRENCH 2B03 - French Language Practice I 
• FRENCH 2BB3 - French Language Practice II 
• FRENCH 2I03 - Professional French I 
• FRENCH 3II3 - Professional French II 

 
3 units 

• Level II or III French, excluding FRENCH 2Z06 A/B - Beginner's Intensive French II; FRENCH 2M06 A/B - 
Introduction to French Studies: Advanced Level 

 
Rationale: Confirmation of alternate degree pathway for those students who begin French studies above French 
1A06. 
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Continuing Education – Certificate of Attendance Program Proposal for 

Information Purposes 

Department & Program Information 

Program Name: Data Analytics III 

Credential:  Certificate of Attendance (co-branded with National Institutes of 
Health Informatics (NIHI) and Continuing Education) 

Name of Representative: Nancy McQuigge 

Effective Date:  February 1, 2021 

Date of Submission:  January 12, 2021 

Academic Merit 

Program Overview The program is offered in partnership with McMaster 
Continuing Education (MCE) and the National Institutes of 
Health Informatics (NIHI).  NIHI provides professional 
development training for health care professionals across 
Canada.  This program adds to the existing partner programs 
with MCE and NIHI. 
 
NIHI and MCE will offer a 10-hour program in Data Analytics III: 
Practical (Hands-On) Data Analytics Skills.  Participants will 
complete their training with NIHI, and, upon completion of a 
specified number of hours and coursework, McMaster CE will 
issue a Certificate of Attendance.  This is the third installment of 
Data Analytics professional development training offered by 
NIHI in partnership with McMaster Continuing Education.   

Learning Objectives Learning objectives for the program are established by NIHI.  
The program intends to provide learners with the knowledge to 
support the increasing data analytics demands across multiple 
professional roles and employment sectors such as health, 
research, business, human resources management, education, 
and other areas.  The focus will be placed on the application of 
data tools for data analysis in a practical environment. 
 
Learners will be able to:  

 Apply basic Python programming skills 

 Understand data structures in terms of loading, cleaning, 
and manipulating data in Python  

 Analyze and visualize data using descriptive statistics 

 Build predictive models in Python 
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 Examine steps to apply Python to an organization's 
analytics ecosystem. 

Meeting Learning 
Objectives 

The program will use a series of modules/sessions to achieve 
the stated program objectives. Individual modules/session 
objectives are mapped to the overall program objectives. The 
delivery format and teaching methods are structured to have a 
maximum effect on achieving the learning objectives. 

Program Completion 
Requirements 

To receive a Certificate of Attendance, participants must 
complete a minimum of 10 hours of program content offered by 
NIHI.  Participants will submit a series of evaluative components 
upon the completion of the modules/sessions.   

Program Delivery Format Sessions will be delivered online using a combination of 
synchronous and asynchronous activities.    

Student Evaluations 
(Grading Process) 

The final grade for participants will be “pass/fail”.  

Course Evaluation NIHI will distribute a post-course evaluation for participants to 
assess content, delivery, materials, and facilitation. 

Course Instruction Facilitators are selected by NIHI from a pool of qualified 
professionals. Selection is based on academic background 
and/or experience within the program area.  

Listing of Module Topics:  

 Session 1 (Live) - Course Overview and Introduction  

 Session 2 (Recorded) – Introduction to Python  
o Using the online notebooks 
o Basic Python programming overview 

 Session 3 (Recorded) – Data Structures 
o Loading, cleaning, and manipulating data in Python  

 Session 4 (Recorded) – Descriptive Statistics  

 Analyzing and visualizing data using descriptive statistics 

 Session 5 (Live) - Content Review, Q&A, Assignment Discussion 

 Session 6 (Recorded) – Advanced Analytics  
o Building predictive models in Python, for example: 
o Regression 
o Decision-trees 
o Neural Networks 

 Session 7 (Recorded) – Fitting In: How Python can work with your organization's 
analytics ecosystem 

 Session 8 (Live) - Course summary, Q&A   
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Certificate & Diploma Committee ‐ Course Revision 

For Information Purposes 

1 
 

 

Department & Program Information (complete all fields): 

Department:  McMaster Continuing Education 

Program Name:  Essentials (Professional Development Program) 

Name of Representative:  Dr. Lorraine Carter 

Nature of Submission:            For Information: Minor Revisions to Course Description and Learning 
Outcomes 

Effective Date:   11/11/2020 

Submission Date:  12/01/2021 

Current Course Details (complete all fields): 

Course Title:  ESS‐805 Unconscious Bias: How We Make Decisions  

Course Description:  

Our behaviour is impacted by the assumptions, biases, and stereotypes (positive and negative) 
that exist in our subconscious. We tend to believe that we are seeing everything in its complete 
form; however, it is not possible for us to see the world as it is. Instead, we see the world through 
the lens of our experiences, biases, and various identity factors. As a result, the assumptions we 
hold shape the decisions that we make, but these decisions may be creating unequal outcomes 
for our employees.  

For leaders, it is important to be aware of how our experiences, influenced by intersecting 
factors, can influence the way in which we communicate, how we approach and resolve conflict 
and ultimately how we lead. This course presents an introduction to unconscious bias and 
provides strategies to challenge our assumptions, improve our policies, and create an inclusive 
workplace. 

Course Learning Objective(s):  

1. Develop an understanding and raise awareness of unconscious bias and its connection 

to empathy. 

2. Evaluate the impact of unconscious bias on communication, conflict resolution and 

decision making. 

3. Understand and apply the Gender‐based Analysis Plus (GBA+) process. 
4. Explore and develop strategies to reduce levels of automatic bias. 
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Certificate & Diploma Committee ‐ Course Revision 

For Information Purposes 

2 
 

Is this course currently offered?   Yes 

Existing Course Code:   ESS‐805 

Course Revision (complete applicable fields):     

Revised Course Description:  

Our behaviour is impacted by the assumptions, biases, and stereotypes, both positive and 
negative that exist in our subconscious. We tend to believe that we are seeing everything in its 
complete form, however, it’s not possible for us to see the world as it is because we see it 
through the lens of our experiences, biases and various identity factors. As a result, the 
assumptions we hold shape the decisions that we make.  Unfortunately, these decisions may be 
creating unequal outcomes for everyone that we interact with ‐ our employees, peers and even 
strangers.  

For leaders, it is important to be aware of how our biases can influence the way in which we 
communicate, how we approach and resolve conflict, how we make decisions and ultimately 
how we lead. This course presents an introduction to unconscious bias, its impacts, and ways to 
mitigate it. 

Revised Course Learning Objective(s):  

1. Develop an understanding and raise awareness of unconscious bias. 
2. Evaluate the impact of unconscious bias on communication, conflict resolution and decision 

making. 
3. Understand the power of empathy in responding to our biases. 
4. Explore and develop strategies to reduce levels of unconscious bias. 

Rationale for Revision: 
Due to the creation of a NEW ½ Day ESS‐908 Unconscious Bias: How Intercultural Perspectives May 
Influence Our Decisions, McMaster Continuing Education recommends changing the existing ESS‐
805 ½ Day Unconscious Bias: How We Make Decisions course description and learning outcomes 
offering a general introduction to the subject matter with a greater emphasis on empathy, and 
removing the learning outcome that refers to applying the Gender‐based Analysis Plus (GBA+) 
process that will be included as a learning outcome in ESS‐908. 

With revising the existing ESS‐805 and developing ESS‐908, the intent is to offer two ½ Day courses 
looking at Unconscious Bias: How We Make Decisions from an introductory level and with the 
creation of ESS‐908 ½ Day Unconscious Bias: How Intercultural Perspectives May Influence Our 
Decisions to offer learning from a more advanced level looking at how intercultural perspectives 
may influence our choices. 
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DATE:   November 12th,2020 

TO:   Chair, Undergraduate Council Certificate & Diploma Committee  
 
FROM:   Lorraine Carter 

Director, McMaster Continuing Education 
 
RE:  Development & Facilitation of a NEW ½ Day Essentials Course Titled ESS-907 Effective 

Prioritization to Improve Decision Making, Manage Workload and Improve Well-being 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

This item is submitted for information purposes from McMaster Continuing Education for the creation of 

a ½ Day Essentials course titled ESS-907 Effective Prioritization to Improve Decision Making, Manage 

Workload and Improve Well-being as a part of our Essentials professional development programming.  

Currently, the Essentials program consists of over 30 courses that align with six specific competency areas; 

these include Business Essentials, Communication Essentials, Innovation Essentials, Leadership Essentials, 

Productivity Essentials, and Team Essentials. This new ½ day Essential course offering will be a professional 

development learning opportunity that will be aligned with the following Essentials Programs: Business, 

Communication, Leadership and Teams. 

Based on participant, community, and corporate feedback, and in consultation with Human Resources 

Organizational Development, we have identified the need for an Essentials course called Effective 

Prioritization to Improve Decision Making, Manage Workload and Improve Well-being. This half-day 

course will explore strategic practices that help leaders better prioritize their time to improve the quality 

of decision-making, manage workload to reduce stress, and, ultimately, improve the morale of their 

teams.  

Upon completion of this ½ Day Essentials course and receipt of a passing grade, participants may use the 

course towards the five full days of course work (including evaluation) required for a Business, 

Communication, Leadership or Teams Certificate of Completion or a Multi-Competency Certificate of 

Completion.   

As per the Certificate and Diploma Policy, Essentials ½ Day (0.25 credit weight) courses are not eligible for 

any transfer credits towards an elective credit in the Business Administration Diploma Program and 

therefore, do not require Faculty review or supporting documentation: 

9.3 Although administrative and academic units at McMaster do not need permission from 

Undergraduate Council to issue Certificates of Completion, they are required, at minimum, to report new 

Certificates of Completion and revisions to existing Certificate of Completion programs to Undergraduate 

Council on an annual basis. 
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It is expected that we will be able to schedule this course and offer it to McMaster University and external 

partners by Spring, 2021. 
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DATE:   November 5th,2020 

TO:   Chair, Undergraduate Council Certificate & Diploma Committee  
 
FROM:   Lorraine Carter 

Director, McMaster Continuing Education 
 
RE:  Development & Facilitation of a NEW ½ Day Essentials Course Titled ESS-909 Developing 

Your Social Media Brand with Style and Confidence 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

This item is submitted for information purposes from McMaster Continuing Education for the creation of 

a ½ Day Essentials course titled ESS-909 Developing Your Social Media Brand with Style and Confidence 

as a part of our Essentials professional development programming.  

Currently, the Essentials program consists of over 30 courses that align with six specific competency areas; 

these include Business Essentials, Communication Essentials, Innovation Essentials, Leadership Essentials, 

Productivity Essentials, and Team Essentials. This new ½ day Essential course offering will be a professional 

development learning opportunity that will be aligned with the following Essentials Programs: Business, 

Communication, Leadership and Teams. 

Based on participant, community, and corporate feedback, and in consultation with Human Resources 

Organizational Development, we have identified the need for an Essentials course called Developing 

Your Social Media Brand with Style and Confidence. This half-day course examines the sociology and 

psychology behind online influence as well as the basic building blocks employed by the world’s top 

influencers and brands to capitalize on the social media platforms that have come to dominate our 

personal, professional and political lives. improvement and growth. Participants will explore a set of 

techniques designed to generate cultural relevance and create real value that will generate attention.  

Upon completion of this ½ Day Essentials course and receipt of a passing grade, participants may use the 

course towards the five full days of course work (including evaluation) required for a Business, 

Communication, Leadership or Teams Certificate of Completion or a Multi-Competency Certificate of 

Completion.   

As per the Certificate and Diploma Policy, Essentials ½ Day (0.25 credit weight) courses are not eligible for 

any transfer credits towards an elective credit in the Business Administration Diploma Program and 

therefore, do not require Faculty review or supporting documentation: 

9.3 Although administrative and academic units at McMaster do not need permission from 

Undergraduate Council to issue Certificates of Completion, they are required, at minimum, to report new 
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Certificates of Completion and revisions to existing Certificate of Completion programs to Undergraduate 

Council on an annual basis. 

It is expected that we will be able to schedule this course and offer it to McMaster University and external 

partners by Spring, 2021. 
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DATE:   November 12th,2020 

TO:   Chair, Undergraduate Council Certificate & Diploma Committee  
 
FROM:   Lorraine Carter 

Director, McMaster Continuing Education 
 
RE:  Development & Facilitation of a NEW ½ Day Essentials Course Titled ESS-910 Best 

Practices for Sustainable Living 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

This item is submitted for information purposes from McMaster Continuing Education for the creation of 

a ½ Day Essentials course titled ESS-910 Best Practices for Sustainable Living as a part of our Essentials 

professional development programming.  

Currently, the Essentials program consists of over 30 courses that align with six specific competency areas; 

these include Business Essentials, Communication Essentials, Innovation Essentials, Leadership Essentials, 

Productivity Essentials, and Team Essentials. This new ½ day Essential course offering will be a professional 

development learning opportunity that will be aligned with the following Essentials Programs: Business, 

Communication, Leadership and Teams. 

Based on participant, community, and corporate feedback, and in consultation with Human Resources 
Organizational Development, we have identified the need for an Essentials course called Best Practices 
for Sustainable Living. This half-day course will act as a primer for defining sustainable living with 
offering a practical philosophy for making positive choices for personal reduction, improving 
environmental impact, and contributing to societal well-being. Participants will explore a cross-section 
of sustainability issues and reflect on efforts for addressing them. The role of personal leadership in 
sustainability will also be explored. 
 

Upon completion of this ½ Day Essentials course and receipt of a passing grade, participants may use the 

course towards the five full days of course work (including evaluation) required for a Business, 

Communication, Leadership or Teams Certificate of Completion or a Multi-Competency Certificate of 

Completion.   

As per the Certificate and Diploma Policy, Essentials ½ Day (0.25 credit weight) courses are not eligible for 

any transfer credits towards an elective credit in the Business Administration Diploma Program and 

therefore, do not require Faculty review or supporting documentation: 

9.3 Although administrative and academic units at McMaster do not need permission from 

Undergraduate Council to issue Certificates of Completion, they are required, at minimum, to report new 
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Certificates of Completion and revisions to existing Certificate of Completion programs to Undergraduate 

Council on an annual basis. 

It is expected that we will be able to schedule this course and offer it to McMaster University and external 

partners by Spring, 2021. 
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DATE:   December 18th,2020 

TO:   Chair, Undergraduate Council Certificate & Diploma Committee  
 
FROM:   Lorraine Carter 

Director, McMaster Continuing Education 
 
RE:  Development & Facilitation of a NEW ½ Day Essentials Course Titled ESS-908 

Unconscious Bias: Moving from Bystander to Advocate 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

This item is submitted for information purposes from McMaster Continuing Education for the creation of 

a ½ Day Essentials course titled Unconscious Bias: Moving from Bystander to Advocate as a part of our 

Essentials professional development programming.  

Currently, the Essentials program consists of over 30 courses that align with six specific competency areas; 

these include Business Essentials, Communication Essentials, Innovation Essentials, Leadership Essentials, 

Productivity Essentials, and Team Essentials. This new ½ day Essential course offering will be a professional 

development learning opportunity that will be aligned with the following Essentials Programs: Business, 

Communication, Leadership and Teams. 

Based on participant, community, and corporate feedback, and in consultation with Human Resources 
Organizational Development, we have identified the need for an Essentials course called Unconscious 
Bias: Moving from Bystander to Advocate. This half-day course will provide opportunities to challenge 
our thinking and in turn, help us identify and improve policies and practices consistent with an inclusive 
workplace and world. 

 
Upon completion of this ½ Day Essentials course and receipt of a passing grade, participants may use the 

course towards the five full days of course work (including evaluation) required for a Business, 

Communication, Leadership or Teams Certificate of Completion or a Multi-Competency Certificate of 

Completion.   

As per the Certificate and Diploma Policy, Essentials ½ Day (0.25 credit weight) courses are not eligible for 

any transfer credits towards an elective credit in the Business Administration Diploma Program and 

therefore, do not require Faculty review or supporting documentation: 

9.3 Although administrative and academic units at McMaster do not need permission from 

Undergraduate Council to issue Certificates of Completion, they are required, at minimum, to report new 

Certificates of Completion and revisions to existing Certificate of Completion programs to Undergraduate 

Council on an annual basis. 
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It is expected that we will be able to schedule this course and offer it to McMaster University and external 

partners by Spring, 2021. 
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 UNIVERSITY SECRETARIAT Gilmour Hall, Room 210 Phone:  905.525.9140, Ext. 24337 

• Board of Governors 1280 Main Street West Fax:   905.526.9884 
• Senate  Hamilton, Ontario, Canada E-mail: univsec@mcmaster.ca 

   L8S 4L8 http://www.mcmaster.ca/univsec 
 

 
REPORT TO UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 

from the 
UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL  

CURRICULUM AND ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE 
 
FOR APPROVAL 
 
I Addenda to Curriculum Revisions for Inclusion in the 2021-2022 Undergraduate Calendar 

At its January 12, 2021 meeting, the Curriculum and Admissions Committee approved, for 
recommendation to Undergraduate Council, revisions to Admission Requirements and Application 
Procedures for inclusion in the 2021-2022 Undergraduate Calendar. 
 
It is now recommended, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to Senate, revisions to the 
Admission Requirements and Application Procedures, for inclusion in the 2021-2022 
Undergraduate Calendar, as recommended by the Office of the Registrar, and set out in the 
attached. 

 
II Midwifery Education Program – Facilitated Black Applicant Admissions Pathway 

At the same meeting, the Curriculum and Admissions Committee approved, for recommendation 
to Undergraduate Council, the Facilitated Black Applicant Admissions Pathway for the 
Midwifery Education Program. Details of the proposal are contained in the circulated report. 
 
It is now recommended, 

 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to Senate, the Facilitated 
Black Applicant Admissions Pathway for the Midwifery Education Program, as 
recommended by the Faculty of Health Sciences, and set out in the attached. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Undergraduate Council 
January 26, 2021 

Page 61 of 84



1 
 

Admission Requirements 
1. Admission from Secondary Schools 
All Level I programs have enrollment limits and admission is by selection. 

A. Ontario 
General Requirements (For all Level I Programs) 
To be considered for admission, you must satisfy the general requirements of the university and the specific subject requirements for 
the program to which you applied plus any specified supplementary application/on-line assessment/audition/portfolio required by some 
programs at the university. 
If you are an applicant from an Ontario secondary school you must meet the following minimum requirements: 

1. An Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) with acceptable standing; AND 
2. An overall average in completed Grade 12 U and/or M courses which meets or exceeds the minimum set by the specific 

program to which you applied; AND 
3. Satisfactory completion of six Grade 12 U and/or M courses including the subject requirements for your chosen program. 

Note: Co-op courses are not included in any admission or final admission average calculations. Music External (Conservatory) 4M is 
acceptable as a credit and the mark obtained can be included in the calculation of your admission average. Alternatively, you may 
submit certificates from a recognized conservatory of music in Grade 8 practical and Grade 2 theory to your secondary school for one 
Grade 12M credit. 
Admission Average Range 
The Admission Average Range used to determine eligibility for consideration is calculated using the best six Grade 12 U and/or M 
grades, including those for all of the required subjects. McMaster calculates averages to two decimal points and we do does not 
round up averages. Please Note: Grade 12 Co-op courses are not eligible to be used as one or more of the required prerequisite 
courses used to calculate admissibility and/or the admission average. See Early Conditional Admission and Final Admission below for 
specific details. Estimated admission average ranges for our Level I Programs can be found at: http://future.mcmaster.ca and click on 
select Admission Requirements. 
Early Conditional Admission 
Early conditional admission may be granted annually to qualified applicants with strong academic standing. Early conditional 
admission is based on: 

1. six appropriate midterm/interim Grade 12 U and/or M grades, OR 
2. at least three final Grade 12 U and/or M grades PLUS enrollment in the appropriate additional three Grade 12 U and/or M 

courses. 
3. In some cases, Grade 11 marks may be considered in extending early conditional offers of admission. 

If you do not receive an offer of admission in March, you will automatically be reassessed for admission until May 15 after additional 
Grade 12 U and/or M grades are received from your secondary school. Due to enrollment limits, McMaster may not be able to consider 
additional grade data for admission purposes received after May 15. 
The University reserves the right to withdraw a conditional offer of admission due to any of the following: 

1. You do not meet the minimum final average prescribed for your chosen program; OR 
2. You do not receive an OSSD; OR 
3. You do not complete six Grade 12 U and/or M courses including all required subjects; OR 
4. You do not successfully accept your offer of admission at the Ontario Universities' Application Centre (OUAC) by the response 

deadline indicated on your offer letter; OR 
5. You do not meet any other condition stipulated on your conditional offer of admission; OR 
6. You attend a post-secondary institution prior to beginning your studies at McMaster; OR 
7. Your offer of admission to the university was secured through fraudulent means. Please note the University's statements 

regarding application fraud at the end of the Admission section of this calendar. 
Minimum Final Average 
If you are a secondary school applicant who receives a conditional offer of admission, you will be required to achieve an overall 
average calculated to two decimal points (on six (6) final grades including all required courses for your desired program) as indicated on 
your offer of conditional admission. 
If your final average falls below this level (or its equivalent), your offer of admission will be rescinded/revoked and your registration will 
be cancelled. 
The required minimum final average will vary from year to year and by program. This average will be stated clearly on the 
offer of conditional admission. 
Supplementary Application Forms and Extenuating Circumstances Situations 
Certain Level I programs including Arts & Science, Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours), Integrated Business and Humanities 
(IBH), Integrated Biomedical Engineering & Health Sciences (iBioMed) (regular and co-op), Engineering 1 (regular and co-op coo-
p), Honours Integrated Science, and Nursing have mandatory online supplementary application forms or online assessments 
which must be completed by specific deadline dates. Applicants to Nursing must complete a mandatory on-line assessment 
(CASPerTM) on the dates specified each year. See Application and Documentation Deadlines, for specific deadline dates. Applicants to 
Engineering 1 (regular and co-op) and Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences (regular and co-op) must complete a 
mandatory on-line assessment (2016 © Kira Talent) by January 29 February 1 each year. See Application and Documentation 
Deadlines, for specific deadline dates. Applicants to Integrated Business and Humanities must complete a mandatory on-line 

Page 62 of 84



2 
 
assessment (2016 © Kira Talent) and submit a personal resume by February 1 each year. Applicants to Business 1 may elect to 
complete an optional supplemental form prior to February 1 to let the program know more about themselves. 
McMaster does not normally use optional supplementary application forms. Applicants will be notified if the program they applied to 
decides to use an optional supplementary application form. 
Applicants with special circumstances whose average falls slightly below the required admission average range may forward a letter to 
the Office of the Registrar, Admissions explaining the nature of their extenuating circumstances. 
In some cases, the university may request letters of recommendation, personal history or other additional information to aid in the 
admission process. 
Offers of Admission for Secondary School Graduates 
Applicants may be eligible for final admission if they have fulfilled the requirements for their OSSD and have final grades in six Grade 
12 U and/or M courses. If you fulfill the requirements for your chosen program by the end of February, you may be granted an offer of 
final admission. 
The University reserves the right to withdraw an offer of final admission due to any of the following: 

1. You do not successfully accept your offer of admission at the Ontario Universities' Application Centre (OUAC) by the response 
deadline indicated on your offer letter; OR  

2. You attend a post-secondary institution prior to beginning your studies at McMaster. 
3. Your offer of admission to the university was secured through fraudulent means. Please note the University's statements 

regarding application fraud at the end of the Admission section of this calendar. 
Deferral of Admission 
McMaster does not normally grant a deferral of an offer of admission unless special extenuating circumstances exist. Each case is 
evaluated on its own merits. 
All requests for deferral of both admission and scholarship should be made in writing to: 

Office of the Registrar, Admissions 
McMaster University 
Gilmour Hall 109, 1280 Main St. W. 
Hamilton, Ontario L8S 4L8 

by September 1 of the application year, outlining the reasons for the request. If a deferral is granted, it is conditional upon the student 
not attending a secondary or post-secondary institution during the deferral period. 
Subject Requirements for Specific Level I Programs 
McMaster University offers the following Level I programs: 
Arts & Science I, Automation Engineering Technology 1 (B.Tech.), Automotive and Vehicle Engineering Technology I (B.Tech.), 
Biotechnology I (B.Tech.), Business I, Chemical & Physical Sciences Gateway, Computer Science I (regular and co-op), Economics I, 
Engineering I (regular and co-op), Environmental and Earth Sciences Gateway, Honours Health and Society I, Health Sciences I, 
Humanities I, Honours Integrated Science (Level I), Honours Kinesiology (Level I), Integrated Biomedical Engineering & Health 
Sciences I (regular and co-op), Integrated Business & Humanities I, Life Sciences Gateway, Mathematics and Statistics Gateway, 
Medical Radiation Sciences (Level I), Midwifery I, Music I, Nursing I, Social Sciences I, and Studio Art I. 
ARTS & SCIENCE I 
You are required to complete a mandatory Supplementary Application Form which must be submitted electronically via the web at 
https://artsci.mcmaster.ca/prospective-students/supplementary-application/. The information provided enters into the selection 
process. A minimum overall average of 88% or higher is required for application consideration. 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. One of Advanced Functions U or Calculus and Vectors U (Calculus and Vectors U is strongly recommended) 
3. Completion of four additional U or M courses, to total six courses, of which two must be at the U level 

  
AUTOMATION ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY I CO-OP (B.TECH.), AUTOMOTIVE AND VEHICLE ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY I 
CO-OP (B.TECH.), BIOTECHNOLOGY I CO-OP (B.TECH.) 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Calculus and Vectors U 
3. Chemistry U 
4. Physics U 
5. Completion of two additional U or M courses to total six courses 

Note: Applicants are also expected to have completed Advanced Functions U. 
BUSINESS I 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Advanced Functions U 
3. Calculus and Vectors U 
4. Completion of three additional U or M courses to total six courses 

Note: Students without Data Management U will be required to take Stats ILL3 in first year.  
Applicants to Business I may elect to complete an optional supplemental form prior to February 1 to let the program know more about 
themselves.  
COMPUTER SCIENCE I, COMPUTER SCIENCE I CO-OP 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 
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1. English U 
2. Calculus and Vectors U 
3. Two of: Biology U, Chemistry U, Physics U, Earth and Space U, Computer and Information Science M (or Computer Science 

U), or Computer Engineering M (or Computer Engineering Technology M) 
4. Completion of two additional U or M courses to total six courses 

Note: Applicants are also expected to have completed Advanced Functions U. 
ECONOMICS I (Effective September 2019) 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Two of Advanced Functions U, Calculus and Vectors U, and Mathematics of Data Management U 
3. Completion of three additional U or M courses to total six courses 

Note: Applicants without Calculus and Vectors 4U will be required to take an equivalent Calculus course in Level I. Applicants without 
Data Management U will be required to take an equivalent Stats course in Level I. 
ENGINEERING I, ENGINEERING I CO-OP 
Admission to Engineering 1 (regular and co-op) is by selection. A minimum average range in the high 80s is required for application 
consideration. Applicants must complete a mandatory on-line assessment (2016 © Kira Talent) by the January 29 deadline as 
specified each year. See Application and Documentation Deadlines, for specific deadline dates. 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Calculus and Vectors U 
3. Chemistry U 
4. Physics U 
5. Completion of two additional U or M courses to total six courses 

Note: Applicants are also expected to have completed Advanced Functions U. 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND EARTH SCIENCES GATEWAY 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. One of Advanced Functions U or Calculus and Vectors U 
3. One of Biology U, Chemistry U 
4. One of Advanced Functions U, Biology U, Calculus and Vectors U, Chemistry U, Physics U 
5. Completion of two additional U or M courses to total six courses 

HONOURS HEALTH AND SOCIETY I (Effective September 2019) 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Completion of five additional U or M courses to total six courses 

HONOURS HEALTH SCIENCES I 
The selection method is by consideration of academic and a mandatory on-line Supplementary Application Form (due mid-
February) submitted electronically via the web; details at https://bhsc.mcmaster.ca/. A minimum overall average of 90% or higher 
is required for application consideration. The Supplementary Application must be completed and submitted on-line by the specified 
deadline date. A review of the mandatory Supplementary Application is a very important component of the admission process. 
Applicants who do not complete the Supplementary Application will not be considered for admission. 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. One of Advanced Functions U, Calculus and Vectors U, or Mathematics of Data Management U 
3. Biology U 
4. Chemistry U 
5. One U or M non-math/non-science course (Note: courses in technological education, science or mathematics are not 

acceptable) 
6. Completion of one additional U or M course in any subject area to total six courses 

HUMANITIES I 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Completion of five additional U or M courses to total six courses 

The Faculty of Humanities strongly recommends that you select at least one Grade 12 U or M course from Humanities subjects (Art, 
Drama, English, French, Français, other languages, History and Music). Note: In addition to Requirement 1 above, Biology U is 
strongly recommended for students planning to enter the a Cognitive Science of Language program. 
HONOURS INTEGRATED SCIENCE (Level I) 
Candidates are required to complete a mandatory Supplementary Application Form which must be submitted electronically via the 
web at http://www.science.mcmaster.ca/isci/prospective-students. The information provided in the supplementary application 
enters into the selection process. Only applicants with high academic standing will be selected. Successful candidates must present a 
minimum average in the high 80's. 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Advanced Functions U 
3. Calculus and Vectors U 
4. Two of Biology U, Chemistry U, Physics U 
5. Completion of one additional U or M course to total six courses 
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HONOURS KINESIOLOGY (Level I) 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Calculus and Vectors U 
3. Biology U 
4. Completion of three additional Grade 12 U or M courses to total six courses. Introductory Kinesiology U is strongly 

recommended. 
INTEGRATED BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING AND HEALTH SCIENCES (IBEHS) I / 
INTEGRATED BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING AND HEALTH SCIENCES (IBEHS) I CO-OP 
Admission to Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences 1 (regular and co-op) is by selection. A minimum overall average 
of 90% or higher is required for application consideration. Applicants must complete a mandatory on-line assessment (2016 © Kira 
Talent) by January 29 February 1 as specified each year. See Application and Documentation Deadlines, for specific deadline dates. 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Calculus and Vectors U 
3. Biology U 
4. Chemistry U 
5. Physics U 
6. Completion of one additional U or M course to total six courses 

INTEGRATED BUSINESS AND HUMANITIES I 
Admission to Integrated Business and Humanities 1 is by selection. A minimum overall average of 88% or higher is required for 
application consideration. Applicants must complete a mandatory on-line assessment (2016 © Kira Talent) by February 1 each year. 
The following are the Minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Calculus and Vectors U 
3. Data Management U 
4. Completion of three additional U and M courses to total six courses. 

Note: Applicants are also expected to have completed Advanced Functions U. 
LIFE SCIENCES GATEWAY 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Advanced Functions U or Calculus and Vectors U 
3. Biology U 
4. One of Advanced Functions U, Calculus and Vectors U, Chemistry U or Physics U 
5. Completion of two additional U or M courses to total six courses 

MATHEMATICS AND STATISTICS GATEWAY 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Advanced Functions U 
3. Calculus and Vectors U 
4. Completion of three additional U or M courses to total six courses 

MEDICAL RADIATION SCIENCES (Level I) 
Students considering the Medical Radiation Sciences I program should refer to the Regulations for License to Practice and Functional 
Demands in the Medical Radiation Sciences program in the Faculty of Science section of this calendar. 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Advanced Functions U 
3. Calculus and Vectors U 
4. Biology U 
5. Chemistry U 
6. Completion of one additional U or M course to total six courses 

MIDWIFERY I 
Places in the Midwifery program are very limited and the admission process is highly competitive. Admission to the Midwifery Education 
Program is by selection. Application to the Midwifery program must be completed by February 1. In recent years an average 
range in the mid to high 80's has been required to move forward to the admissions interview stage. Interviews are by-invitation only. 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Biology U 
3. Chemistry U 
4. Completion of additional U or M courses to total six courses 
5. To be eligible to apply students must obtain a minimum grade of 75% in each of the three required courses listed in points 1, 

2, and 3 above AND an overall average, including the required courses, that is acceptable to the Program. 
6. Current (Ontario) secondary students may apply if one or more of the three (3) mandatory prerequisite courses are in progress 

at the time of application; however, the grade 11 prerequisite(s) in the same subjects must be completed at the time of 
application so that a preliminary assessment of the subject area(s) can be made.  Admission is based on in-progress 
secondary school subjects for current secondary students only if the grade 11 prerequisite in that subject area has been 
completed with a minimum grade of at least 75%. 
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MUSIC I 
The academic requirements are the same as for Humanities I. In addition, applicants to Music I or to the B.A. in Music must 
successfully complete a music audition/examination consisting of: 

1. Demonstration of technique (a level equivalent to at least honours standing in Grade 8 of the Royal Conservatory of Music) 
2. Performance (approximately 20 minutes' duration) of two or three varied pieces of your choice (approximately Grade 8 

honours level), including at least one from the 20th century 
3. Ear test appropriate to the Grade 8 performance level 
4. Written examination on rudiments of theory (Grade 2 level) 
5. Interview 

For comprehensive details, visit https://sota.humanities.mcmaster.ca/music/ https://sota.humanities.mcmaster.ca/undergraduate-
programs/music/ 
Auditions take place between February and April. You must make arrangements with the School of the Arts for your audition at 
sota@mcmaster.ca. 
NURSING I 
NURSING CONSORTIUM (CONESTOGA) 
NURSING CONSORTIUM (MOHAWK) 
Students interested in a McMaster (B.Sc.N.) Nursing degree have three location options: McMaster University, Mohawk College or 
Conestoga College. Each of the three sites offers the four-year program which uses the problem-based learning and small group 
tutorial educational model. For more information about the Mohawk and Conestoga College sites refer to the B.Sc.N. (A) Stream the 
School of Nursing, Faculty of Health Sciences portion of the Calendar. For full application instructions see 
https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/programs/undergraduate http://fhs.mcmaster.ca/nursing/education_undergrad_bscn.html  as well as the 
Application Procedures section of this Calendar. 
Admission to Nursing 1 at all sites is by selection. A minimum overall average of 85% or higher is normally required for application 
consideration. Additionally, applicants to Nursing must complete a mandatory on-line assessment (CASPerTM) on the dates in 
February as specified each year (October – February). 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. One of Advanced Functions U, Calculus and Vectors U, Mathematics of Data Management U 
3. Biology U 
4. Chemistry U 
5. Completion of two additional U or M courses to total six courses 

The selection method is by academic qualifications (minimum overall average range of 85% or higher is required for consideration) and 
a mandatory, online, 90-minute computer-based assessment of personal characteristics called CASPerTM. Applicants who do 
not complete the CASPerTM test will not be considered for admission. 
Health requirements for admission to Nursing 1: During the registration process, you must file with the University information 
pertaining to your state of health and immunization. Detailed instructions will be provided after acceptance into the program. 
Students considering the Nursing 1 program should refer to the document Requisite Skills and Abilities for nursing practice in Ontario at 
the College of Nurses of Ontario www.cno.org. 
CHEMICAL & PHYSICAL SCIENCES GATEWAY 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Advanced Functions U 
3. Calculus and Vectors U 
4. Chemistry U 
5. Physics U 
6. Completion of one additional U or M courses to total six courses 

SOCIAL SCIENCES I 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Completion of  five additional U or M courses to total six courses 

Advanced Functions U or  and Calculus and Vectors U is are strongly recommended for students planning to enter programs in 
Economics or Psychology, Neuroscience and Behaviour. Biology U is recommended for students planning to enter a program in 
Psychology, Neuroscience and Behaviour. 
STUDIO ART I 
The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
2. Completion of additional U or M courses to total six courses 

McMaster offers Studio Art as a direct-entry Level I program leading to a Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) degree. Admission to this program 
is by selection and requires a mandatory portfolio interview with the School of the Arts 
http://sota.mcmaster.ca/undergraduate/studio_art.html https://sota.humanities.mcmaster.ca/studio-art/ . 
You must make arrangements for your portfolio interview with the School of the Arts at sota@mcmaster.ca. 

B. Other Canadian Provinces and Territories 
Subject Requirements for Level I Programs 
In addition to the minimum requirements below, satisfactory completion of the specified subject requirements for the program to which 
you applied is also required. Please refer to our website http://future.mcmaster.ca for more details. 
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Averages used to determine eligibility for admission and residence are calculated to two decimal points based on the minimum 
provincial requirements, including the prerequisite courses for the program to which you have applied. 
Early Conditional Admission 
Applications are reviewed for conditional admission as soon as all required documents, with sufficient course and grade data, are 
received by the Office of the Registrar, Admissions. All Canadian applicants should ensure that their schools (vs. the Provincial 
Ministry for those provinces where transcripts are issued by the Ministry), forward interim/midyear school grade reports showing 
marks for all courses taken during the Grade 11 and 12 years as well as all course registrations for the current academic year, 
as soon as they are available. The terms and conditions of the offer of admission are stated clearly on the offer letter. The Provincial 
Ministry final transcript confirming final grades and graduation status will be required at the end of the school year. Students from all 
other provinces where transcripts are issued by their high schools should have their schools forward the appropriate interim 
mid-year transcripts and final transcripts confirming graduation. 
Applicants are required to meet the following minimum requirements including the specified subject requirements (not listed below) for 
their chosen program. For a complete listing of our specific course requirements by province and Level I program you may refer to our 
web site: https://future.mcmaster.ca/  http://future.mcmaster.ca/admissions/admission-requirements/. 
Alberta, Northwest Territories and Nunavut 
Grade 12 high school diploma with five acceptable academic courses numbered 30 or 31, including English Language Arts 30-1. 
British Columbia and Yukon 
Grade 12 high school diploma with four acceptable Grade 12 academic courses (or equivalent), including English Studies 12, English 
12 or English 12 First Peoples. Five Grade 12 academic courses, including all required courses, are used for programs with five 
requirements. 
Manitoba 
Grade 12 high school diploma with five acceptable Grade 12 academic courses numbered 40A or 40S, including one of English 40S or 
Anglais 40S. 
New Brunswick 
Grade 12 high school diploma with five acceptable Grade 12 academic courses numbered 120, 121, or 122, including English 121 or 
122. 
Newfoundland and Labrador 
Grade 12 high school diploma with eleven acceptable Grade 12 academic credits at the 3000 level, including English 3201. 
Nova Scotia 
Grade 12 high school diploma with five acceptable Grade 12 academic courses (university preparatory Academic or Advanced), 
including English 12. 
Prince Edward Island 
Grade 12 high school diploma with five acceptable Grade 12 academic courses numbered 611 or 621, including English 611 or 621. 
Québec 
Grade 12 Diploma with six acceptable Grade 12 academic courses in the 600 series including English 
OR 
Year I CEGEP with twelve appropriate academic courses, including two English/Anglais 603 or two English 604 courses. Students 
completing Year II or III CEGEP who will or have achieved the DEC may be considered for advanced credit in their chosen program. 
The côte de rendement (R Score) is used for admission consideration. 
Saskatchewan 
Grade 12 high school diploma with five acceptable Grade 12 academic courses numbered 30, including both English A30 and B30. 

C. International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Applicants who have completed or will be completing the International Baccalaureate Diploma will be considered for admission to Level 
I, provided the completed diploma program includes the subject requirements of the program desired. Advanced credit of up to 18 units 
of study will be considered for Higher Level (HL) courses based on the achievement of final IB Diploma grades of 5 or greater. 
For more information please refer to https://future.mcmaster.ca/ http://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/admission-requirements/. 

D. Advanced Placement (A.P.) Courses/Examinations 
Applicants who have completed AP courses will be considered for admission to a Level I program. Applicants who have completed AP 
A.P. exams through the College Board in acceptable courses and achieve a minimum grade of 4 will be considered for up to 18 units of 
advanced credit. For all students who have completed AP examinations through the College Board, an official copy of the final 
Advanced Placement Examination Results Report from the College Board is required as part of the admission and advanced credit 
evaluation process. For more information please refer to  https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/ 
https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/requirements/. 

E. Other International Secondary School Qualifications 
See the admission requirements for applicants from the more common international educational systems below. For all other education 
systems from around the world, please visit our website for the specific minimum requirements for your country's educational system. 
Required subjects would be the same as required for Ontario and other Canadian students: https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/ 
https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/requirements/.  
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Applicants must arrange for official high school transcripts to be sent to McMaster University directly from their high school 
well in advance of the session to which they are applying. The equivalent of first-class standing will be required for admission 
consideration. Documents in a language other than English should be accompanied by notarized English translations. You will be 
considered for admission on an individual basis and you will not be allowed to attend the University until we have received official 
evidence that all conditions attached to your Offer of Admission have been fulfilled. 
McMaster University may require students presenting documents that will form the basis of their admission to the university, from 
schools outside of North America, to have those documents authenticated via WES Canada https://www.wes.org/ca/ 
http://www.wes.org/ca/index.asp. Students will be supplied with specific information in their official Offer of Admission letter. 
American High School Curriculum 
American Curriculum High School applications are reviewed for admission based on McMaster's own calculation of the admission 
average. McMaster's calculations of the admission averages may vary from those used at other institutions. 
Applicants from an American high school curriculum must satisfactorily complete a secondary school diploma with a minimum overall 
average of at least 80% in a Grade 12 academic program from an accredited American high school/International American Curriculum 
high school AND must present all prerequisite courses for their chosen program(s). 
Admission is competitive and many programs will require grades/averages well above the minimum 80% for admission consideration. 
For complete requirements for American Curriculum applicants, please visit our website: https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/ 
https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/requirements/. 
General Requirements 
High school Diploma from an accredited school with prerequisite subjects including English completed at the AP or Senior Grade 12 
academic level. 
Students may be required to satisfy our English language proficiency requirements: https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/language/ 
McMaster will consider a minimum of five Senior Grade 12 academic courses including all prerequisite subjects for the applicant's 
selected program(s). Students applying to programs in Engineering, Science, Health Sciences, Economics and Business 
programming that have mandatory Science and/or Mathematics prerequisites should note the following requirements for each 
subject: 

• Biology - 2 years/ 2 full credits (Junior and Senior) or AP Biology (or equivalent) 
• Physics - 2 years/2 full credits (Junior and Senior) or AP Physics (or equivalent) 
• Chemistry - 2 years/ 2 full credits (Junior and Senior) or AP Chemistry (or equivalent) 
• Calculus - 4 years of high school Mathematics including Pre-Calculus and AP Calculus or equivalent. 

McMaster University will accept the results of an equivalent AP challenge examination in lieu of ONE of the science/math 
prerequisites for your chosen subject if your school does not offer the subject. A minimum score of 4 or 5 will be required for AP 
challenge exams. 
Students who are presenting AP courses that are prerequisite to their selected program(s) will be required to complete and submit the 
AP Examination(s) via the College Board and minimum grades of at least 3 will be required from the examinations to meet admission 
conditions. 
SAT II Subject Test with a score of at least 670 or higher may be considered on a case-by-case basis in lieu of ONE of the 
science/math prerequisites for your chosen program. 
For claimed equivalencies, detailed syllabi including all topics covered, total hours and textbooks used are required for our evaluation 
and should be submitted alongside official high school transcripts/reports. 
Students in continental US high schools  must submit results from either the SAT or ACT testing  SAT Essay and the ACT Writing Test 
are optional for McMaster. All other applicants in American Style Curriculum schools outside of the US are also encouraged to submit 
the results of SAT/ACT tests as admission to all of McMaster's undergraduate programs is highly competitive  may be given to 
applicants presenting excellent scores. 
Students in China and who are completing an International hybrid curriculum (National curriculum concurrent with an AP/American 
style curriculum are required to supply results from either SAT or ACT testing: 

• SAT - minimum overall score of 1200 or greater (Reading/Math sections only) with minimum scores of 600 in each section. 
(Institutional Code for SAT/AP 0936) 

• ACT - minimum composite score of 27 or greater (Institutional Code 5326) 
High scores in external tests such as SAT, SATII Subject Tests, ACT and AP may help your applications to be more competitive for 
your selected program. 
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In response to the pandemic, McMaster University is making the submission of SAT/ACT optional for the Fall 2022 admission cycle. 
Results (if submitted) will be considered if they benefit the student and make their application stronger however students who do not 
submit a score will not be penalized. 
Applicants choosing to submit SAT/ACT results may do so by email to: macdocs@mcmaster.ca. 
  

• Detailed school profile including grading scale   
• 2nd quartile results can be used for consideration for a conditional offer of admission provided at least 2 of the 5 required 

courses have been completed and grades presented.   
• Grade 9, 10, 11 and Grade 12 2nd quartile results   
• SAT and SAT II Subject Test results must be sent from the College Board directly and cannot be accepted electronically.   
• SAT minimum – overall score of 1200 or greater (Reading/Math sections only) with a minimum score of 600 in each section 

(Institutional Code for SAT/AP – 0936)  
OR 
  

• ACT – minimum composite score of 27 or greater (Institutional Code – 5326) 
 

General Certificate of Education (G.C.E.) 
Applicants from the General Certificate of Education system require a minimum of five G.C.E. subjects at least two of which must be at 
the Advanced A2 Level with the balance of the subjects at the IGCSE/GSCE (Ordinary Level). Advanced Level subjects must be 
appropriate to your chosen program. 
Note: Many programs may require a minimum of three Advanced A2 Level courses. 
For program specific requirements please refer to https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/ 
https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/requirements/. 
Other Countries or Educational Systems 
For admission requirements from other education systems, please visit https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/ 
https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/requirements/ to view our country-specific Admissions Requirements. 

F. Home Schooled Applicants 
Home schooled applicants who in addition to their home schooling experience have completed six Grade 12 U and M courses at an 
Ontario Ministry of Education inspected and approved school, or equivalent courses from another recognized academic jurisdiction may 
be considered for their program of choice providing they present the appropriate prerequisite courses on official transcripts from 
accredited schools and meet the required admission average. McMaster University is the sole arbiter of what is considered as 
equivalent level education and equivalent courses. 
All other home schooled applicants may apply for admission consideration to Humanities I or Social Sciences I by presenting the 
following: 

1. List of home school credentials including but not limited to structured curriculum completed through ACE (Accelerated 
Christian Education Program) or other such programs. 

2. Portfolio of written work; normally, evidence of appropriate intellectual maturity is expected. 
3. Results of standardized tests such as SAT, ACT. Applicants must also present results from the Critical Reading and 

Mathematics components of SAT I with a minimum combined score of 1200 (minimum 580 Critical Reading, 520 Mathematics) 
OR a minimum combined score for the Redesigned SAT result of at least 1200 as a combined score with a minimum of 600 
in each section OR from ACT with a minimum composite score of 27. 

Interested applicants should contact the Office of the Registrar for further information regarding admission criteria. 

G. Prior-Year Secondary School Graduates 
Applicants who have previously completed a secondary school diploma and have not attended a post-secondary institution since 
graduation, may be considered for admission by presenting satisfactory standing in six required Grade 12 U and M courses (or 
equivalent) as identified in the Subject Requirements For Specific Level I Programs section in this calendar. 
If you have attended a post-secondary institution after high school graduation, you would not be considered as an applicant from 
secondary school. See Admission/Transfer From Post-Secondary Institutions section in this calendar. 

2. Admission/Transfer from Post-Secondary Institutions 
A. From Universities 
Most McMaster programs have enrollment limits and admission is by selection. Possession of the minimum admission requirements 
does not guarantee admission. Admission will be considered on a case by case basis and is not guaranteed. 
When you transfer to McMaster University, you will normally receive credit for courses in which you have obtained at least a C- 
standing (as per the McMaster grading scale). Assessment of courses for transfer credit is subject to the guidelines of the individual 
Faculties. 
As a transfer student, you must also satisfy the Residence Requirements set out in the General Academic Regulations section of this 
Calendar. The University will not accord to you privileges which would not be granted by your own university. 
Grades obtained in courses taken at another university will not be included in McMaster's Grade Point Average, and, therefore, cannot 
be used to raise your standing. 
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If you have been required to withdraw from another university and have fulfilled your period of suspension, you may apply for 
admission. However, you must present a letter of explanation and clarification concerning your past academic performance. You may 
also be asked to provide academic documentation for proof of further academic achievement which is both current and relevant. For full 
transfer information see our website: https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/transfer-student-information/. 

B. From Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology 
Most McMaster programs have enrollment limits and admission is by selection. Possession of the minimum admission requirements 
does not guarantee admission. Admission will be considered on a case by case basis and is not guaranteed. 
See the minimum admission requirements for Level I programs as listed below. You are considered for admission on an individual 
basis. 
For information regarding the amount of available transfer credits when transferring from a College of Applied Arts and 
Technology please visit https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/college-transfer-student-information/.   

C. University Graduates Applying for a Second Bachelor's Degree 
All programs have enrollment limits and admission is by selection. If you have a first non-Honours degree, you may apply to take an 
Honours second degree in the same subject area or a second degree in another discipline. Please note the following exceptions: B.Arts 
Sc.(Arts & Science), B.Com. (Bachelor of Commerce), B.Com. (Honours), B.H.Sc. (Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours)), B.Sc. 
(Honours) in Integrated Science (ISCI), Honours B.Sc. Kinesiology, Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences, Integrated 
Business and Humanities cannot be done as second degree programs. Honours Music is only available as a second degree to students 
whose first degree is not a BA in Music. The requirements are set out in the General Academic Regulations section of this Calendar. 
If you wish to enter a Second Bachelor's Degree in a subject area from the Faculty of Science, please note that admission to 
all limited enrollment programs, with the exception of Medical Radiation Sciences I, may not be possible. Second Degree 
applicants to all Science programs, except Medical Radiation Sciences I, are not eligible to apply to or be admitted to any of the other 
first year Science programs. Second Degree applicants must have already completed all first year requirements for the second year 
program they wish to apply to, with the exception of Medical Radiation Sciences I. See Limited enrollment Programs in the Faculty of 
Science section of this Calendar for a list of programs. Please contact the Office of the Associate Dean of Science (Academic) for 
further information (see the Application Procedures section). 
If you are a McMaster graduate or potential graduate, you may be able to use the McMaster University Returning Student Application 
(see the Application Procedures section). 

D. Continuing Students 
At McMaster, a Continuing Student is defined as a graduate from an undergraduate program, who wishes to take more undergraduate 
courses, either out of general interest or to upgrade or obtain courses required for future applications to graduate studies or other 
professional programs. To be eligible to take courses as a Continuing Student you will be expected to have an undergraduate university 
degree and at least a C average, with no failures, in your final year's work (or the equivalent, in the case of a degree taken through part-
time studies), and academic records which are satisfactory to the Department and the Office of the Associate Dean of the appropriate 
Faculty. *Please Note: not all courses are available to Continuing students and course prerequisites for selected courses must be met. 
Also note that admission as a Continuing student does not guarantee registration in courses of interest to the student. 
McMaster Graduates 
If you are a graduate of a McMaster undergraduate degree program and wish to become a Continuing Student, you do not need to 
apply for admission. Graduates who have not attended courses for more than two years will need to contact the Office of the Registrar 
prior to attempting to enrol for courses. 
Graduates from Other Universities 
As a Continuing Student with a non-McMaster degree, you must apply formally for admission in the first instance. In subsequent 
sessions, you will only be required to enrol. 
Acceptance as a Continuing Student carries no implications with respect to acceptance in the School of Graduate Studies. If you plan to 
proceed to a graduate degree you should apply directly to the specific department of your program of interest. 

E. From Six Nations Polytechnic 
McMaster University, along with four other universities, partnered with Six Nations Polytechnic to offer university courses in the 
community of Six Nations. The courses offered are eligible for transfer credit at any of the universities within the consortium. For more 
information please contact the Indigenous Student Services at 905-525-9140, ext. 27459 or indigservices@mcmaster.ca. 

F. From Post-Secondary Institutions with Religious Affiliation 
Undergraduate general academic studies taken at colleges with religious affiliation that are member institutions of specific accredited 
associations will be considered for admission and transfer credit on a case by case basis. Applicants from a non-accredited 
postsecondary institution with religious affiliation will be considered for admission based on completion of a Grade 12 high school 
diploma. 

3. Other Categories of Admission 
A. Part-time Admission 
Students interested in beginning studies on a part-time basis should review the requirements and information found in the following 
sections of this Calendar: 

• Admission Requirements 
• Application Procedures 
• General Academic Regulations 
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• Sessional Dates 
• Program descriptions found in the specific Faculty sections 

Applicants who wish to pursue undergraduate studies on a part time basis at McMaster must meet one of the admissions criteria 
outlined in the sections above. If applicants do not meet any of these criteria, they may qualify for Mature Student Admission as outlined 
under the heading Mature Student Admission below. 
 Detailed information can be found on our website: http://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/process/105pt. 

B. Mature Students (Admission) 
If you do not qualify for admission consideration under one of the above categories, McMaster will assess your eligibility as a mature 
student. You may be considered for limited admission, provided both of the following conditions are satisfied: 

1. You have not attended secondary school or college on a full-time basis for at least two years. 
2. You have never attended university. 

Applicants admitted as mature students will not be granted transfer credit. Programs in the Faculties of Humanities and Social Sciences 
have no specific course requirements for mature student admission. The following Level I programs have specific course requirements 
that mature applicants must present from secondary school, as outlined: 

• Business I: requires one Grade 12 U Mathematics course (or equivalent). 
• Chemical and Physical Sciences Gateway: requires satisfactory standing in four Grade 12 U mathematics and science 

courses (or equivalent) as specified under the heading Subject Requirements For Specific Level I Programs. 
• Environmental and Earth Sciences Gateway: requires satisfactory standing in three Grade 12 U mathematics and science 

courses (or equivalent) as specified under the heading Subject Requirements For Specific Level I Programs. 
• Life Sciences Gateway: requires satisfactory standing in three Grade 12 U mathematics and science courses (or equivalent) 

as specified under the heading Subject Requirements For Specific Level I Programs. 
• Mathematics and Statistics Gateway: requires satisfactory standing in two Grade 12 U mathematics courses -- Advanced 

Functions U and Calculus and Vectors U as specified under the heading Subject Requirements For Specific Level I Programs. 
• Midwifery I: does not offer mature admission directly to the program.  However, students interested in Midwifery may be 

admitted as a mature student to another program in order to complete a minimum of six university courses (18 units) in their 
program of admission before applying to the Midwifery Education Program.  

• Nursing I does not offer mature admission directly to the program. However, students interested in Nursing may be 
admitted as a mature student to another program in order to complete university prerequisite courses for later consideration for 
admission to Nursing I. Possession of the minimum admission requirements does not guarantee an offer of admission. 
Contact the School of Nursing for more details. 

The following programs do not admit under the category of Mature Students: Arts & Science I, Automotive and Vehicle 
Technology I (B.Tech.), Biotechnology I (B.Tech.), Computer Science I, Engineering I, Health Sciences I, Honours Integrated 
Science (Level I), Honours Kinesiology (Level I), Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences I, Integrated 
Business and Humanities I, Medical Radiation Sciences (Level I), Midwifery I, Nursing I, and Process Automation Technology I 
(B.Tech.). 
If admitted to a program as a mature student, you may register to take up to 18 units of course work (normally Level I courses) during 
the Fall/Winter session with no more than nine units in each term (three courses). Within the first 18 units, mature students will be 
limited to taking three units in each term of the Spring/Summer session. 
Upon completion of 18 units, your performance will be reviewed according to the general academic regulations of the university. (See 
Level I Registration and Academic Standing Requirements under General Academic Regulations). 

C. Visiting Students (Letter of Permission - For Credit at Another 
University) 
If you are a student currently attending another university, you may apply to take McMaster courses for credit at your own/home 
institution. Please note, not all courses are available for credit outside McMaster and all are subject to enrollment limits, so it is 
important that all applicants adhere to McMaster application deadlines. 
You must initially apply through the Ontario Universities' Application Centre (OUAC) and send your Letter of Permission and an 
official transcript from your home institution directly to the Office of the Registrar, Admissions. Upon receipt, your transcript will 
be reviewed to ensure you have met the prerequisites for courses you plan to take at McMaster. Approval of your application as a 
Visiting Student does not guarantee your enrollment in a course. 
Subsequent requests to take courses on a Letter of Permission do not require another application; however you must send an updated 
Letter of Permission and a current official transcript from your home institution to the Office of the Associate Dean of the Faculty offering 
the course at McMaster. If you are attempting to register in courses offered by more than one Faculty, you must obtain approval from 
each Office of the Associate Dean. 

D. Graduates of McMaster Certificate/Diploma Programs 
If you have completed certificate or diploma programs from McMaster, you may be granted advanced credit up to maximum specified 
by Undergraduate Council upon successful completion of the certificate/diploma program. Faculties will take into account the subject 
matter of both the certificate and degree programs. The credit will normally be applied against your elective courses. For more 
information concerning the amount of advanced credit granted, please refer to the Certificate and Diploma Programs  section of this 
Calendar. 

E. Post-Degree Students 
If you are a university graduate or a person with professional qualifications who wishes to take one or more graduate courses but not 
proceed to an advanced degree, you may apply to McMaster as a post-degree student. To enroll as a post-degree student, you must 
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apply to the appropriate departments and have your admission and registration approved by the School of Graduate Studies for each 
session in which you wish to take courses. You will register and pay fees as a graduate student. 
Acceptance as a post-degree student carries no implications with respect to admission to advanced degrees, and even if such 
admission is granted subsequently, credit toward the advanced degree will not normally be granted for the work previously taken. 

F. Listeners 
If you are uncertain about degree courses, you may register as a listener in a degree course, but not for credit. You attend all classes, 
but do not complete any of the essays, tests and other formal requirements. You do not receive a grade for courses that you attend. 
Some students have eased their way into degree study with this option, subsequently applying for admission and enrolling in further 
courses for credit. Please note not all courses are available to Listeners. Please see https://financial-affairs.mcmaster.ca/ 
http://www.mcmaster.ca/bms/student/index.htm for any applicable fees. For more information please contact the Office of the 
Registrar. 
Written permission to attend must be obtained from the instructor delivering the course. An I.D. card cannot be issued until permission 
has been obtained. 

G. Enrichment Program for Secondary School Students 
If you are an outstanding Grade 12 student and wish to enroll in a university-level course while completing Grade 12 U and M courses 
in your final year of study, you may apply for the Enrichment Program. For more information contact the Office of the Registrar 
https://future.mcmaster.ca/contact-us/ at (905) 525-4600. 

H. Former McMaster Degree Students (Returning Students) 
Readmission 
If you are a former McMaster student who voluntarily withdrew from an undergraduate program more than five years ago (and have 
not attended another university or completed a college diploma elsewhere) and you wish to return to your studies, then you must apply 
for Readmission. Students from the School of Nursing or the Physician Assistants program must apply for Readmission regardless of 
time elapsed following voluntary withdrawal. 
If you were enrolled (have a record of course enrolment) within the last five years and you left the university in good academic standing 
(and have not attended another university or completed a college diploma elsewhere), then it is not necessary for you to apply for 
Readmission. Normally, you will be permitted to enrol in your previous program or another program for which you qualify. You must 
contact the Office of the Registrar directly in order to have your status reactivated prior to enrollment: (905) 525-4600. 
Reinstatement 
See the General Academic Regulations section in this Calendar. 
Second McMaster Degree 
See University Graduates Applying for a Second Bachelor's Degree in this section of the Calendar. 
Continuing Studies 
See Continuing Students in this section of the Calendar. 

4. Transfer Credits 
A. General Policy on the Transfer of University Course Credits 
To facilitate program completion by undergraduate students seeking to transfer course credit from an accredited university to 
McMaster, the University has implemented the following principles: 

1. Acceptance of transfer credits from accredited universities shall be based on the recognition that, while learning experiences 
may differ in a variety of ways, their substance may be essentially equivalent in terms of their content and rigour. Insofar as 
possible, acceptance of transfer credit shall allow for the maximum recognition of previous learning experience in university-
level courses; 

2. Subject to degree, grade and program requirements, any course offered for credit by an accredited university shall be 
accepted for credit by McMaster when there is an essential equivalency in course content. However, no course for which a 
grade of less than C- (60%) has been achieved will be considered. 

3. Evaluation of all possible transfer credits available at the time of admission must be completed within one year of the date of 
admission to the University. 

B. From Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology 
Normally, if you are a well-qualified graduate of a three-year program and the college work is appropriate to your chosen university 
program, you could receive up to 30 units of transfer credit. If you have completed a two-year program and performed well, transfer 
credit will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 
Credit beyond this may be given on an individual basis where the college and university programs are in similar areas, and where your 
academic record warrants special consideration. 
In the granting of credit, attention will be given to: 

1. your performance in the college program; 
2. the duration of the college program; 
3. the program taken at the college and the program to which entry is sought; 
4. your secondary school record. 

Each case will be considered individually on its own merits for the program desired. 

C. Advanced Credit 
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Subject to the discretion of the Faculty, advanced credit may be granted if you have completed the International Baccalaureate (I.B.) 
Diploma, the Advanced Placement (A.P.) Program and the College Board examinations or the General Certificate of Education (G.C.E.) 
and you have met the minimum requirements prescribed. Advanced credit may shorten your degree program at McMaster. 

D. Credit in Courses by Special Assessment (Challenge Examinations) 
Students who have acquired knowledge at a different type of institution or in a manner that makes assessment of their qualifications 
difficult are permitted to seek degree credit through special assessment (Challenge for Credit). 
Challenge for credit is not intended to give credit for skills or knowledge gained through high school, college or previous university 
instruction. The special assessment may include one or more of the following: written examinations, papers, essays, submissions of a 
substantial body of work, or portfolios, or laboratory tests. Credit can be granted only for those courses listed in the current McMaster 
calendar. Not all courses in all disciplines are available for challenge. Faculties and departments are free to determine which, if any, of 
their courses are open for special assessment. Challenges are assessed on a pass/fail basis. The passing grade for a challenge 
appears on the transcript as COM (Complete) and is not used in computing averages or evaluating honours or scholarship standing, 
but is counted as a course attempt. Unsuccessful attempts will be noted on the transcript as a grade of F. Special Assessment is not 
available for a course taken previously and a course may be attempted only once by special assessment. Once you have registered for 
a course by such means (known as challenge exams) the registration may not be cancelled and you may not withdraw from the course. 
Waivers of prerequisites only (ie. no degree credit) will be at the discretion of the department. 

5. English Language Proficiency 
If you have been asked to meet our the English Language Proficiency requirement, you must demonstrate English language proficiency 
by achieving the minimum requirements as specified by McMaster. The university reserves the right to require applicants with an 
English Language Proficiency score disparate from their English prerequisite subject grade to present further evidence of achievement. 
You may review acceptable tests of English Language Proficiency and minimum score requirements on our web site 
https://future.mcmaster.ca/english-proficiency/ http://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/admission-requirements/language/. It is your 
responsibility to make all arrangements regarding the writing of the English Language Proficiency tests and to have the official score 
report submitted forwarded to the Office of the Registrar, Admissions directly from the testing center in a timely manner. 
At the discretion of the university, you may be exempted from this requirement if you meet one of the following requirements: 

i. Attended immediately prior to application to McMaster, in full-time academic studies (non-ESL), an accredited Secondary 
School (High School) or Post-Secondary College in an English-speaking country for at least four years, OR 

ii. Attended immediately prior to application to McMaster, in full-time academic studies (non-ESL), an accredited English medium 
Secondary School (High School) or Post-Secondary College for at least four years,* OR 

iii. Attended immediately prior to application to McMaster, in full-time academic studies (non-ESL), an accredited English medium 
University for at least one year, OR 

iv. Resided in an English speaking country for at least four years immediately prior to application to McMaster. 
*Please note that the Undergraduate MD program requires a minimum of three years of study at an English-medium university. More 
information about the admission requirements for Medicine at McMaster can be found at: https://mdprogram.mcmaster.ca/ 
http://www.fhs.mcmaster.ca/mdprog. 
Statements for Application Fraud 
If McMaster concludes based on reasonable grounds that the applicant has falsified any information presented to the University as part 
of his or her application, without limiting any other rights of McMaster available at law, McMaster reserves the right to revoke the offer 
and, subject to applicable law and University Policy, to terminate a student's registration. 
Without limiting McMaster's General Statement on Collection of Personal Information and Protection of Privacy, please take note that 
McMaster University collects and retains personal information of applicants for admissions to McMaster University under the authority 
of The McMaster University Act, 1976. This information may be used for the administration of admissions and registration and, subject 
to McMaster University policies (as may be amended or revoked from time to time), McMaster may disclose any evidence of 
misrepresentation, fraud or falsification of admissions documentation to other educational institutions, to government agencies, to law-
enforcement agencies and to other relevant third parties. The information you provide on any application for admissions will be 
protected and used in compliance with Ontario's Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (RSO 1990) and will be 
disclosed only in accordance with this Act. If you have any questions about the collection and use of this information please contact the 
University Registrar, University Hall, Room 209, Student Records, Gilmour Hall, Room 108, or the University Secretary, Gilmour Hall, 
Room 210, McMaster University. 
 
 

McMaster English Language Development Diploma 
(MELD) 
Department of Linguistics and Languages (Faculty of Humanities) 
Phone: (+1) 905.525.9140 Ext. 23718 
 
Email: meld@mcmaster.ca 
Web: http://meld.mcmaster.ca 
Students who meet the academic admission requirements for their choice of Level 1 program, but do not meet McMaster's English 
Language Proficiency requirement may be admitted to the MELD bridging program which has been developed for international 
students, providing them with a supportive environment in which they can succeed. The diploma is a two-term, full-time intensive 
bridging program in English language development, acculturation and engagement. 
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Students accepted into MELD are given a conditional offer of admission to their program of choice, pending successful completion of 
the MELD diploma. Once the diploma in MELD has been successfully completed, the student may register in the program to which 
he/she was given conditional admission and will have completed 6 units of degree credit courses in Linguistics that may be applied as 
electives to that program. In exceptional circumstances, MELD will consider transfers from other McMaster programs. 
Please visit meld.mcmaster.ca for more information or email meld@mcmaster.ca. 

Fall Term 
(September - December) 

• MELD 1A03 - Academic Writing and Integrity 
• MELD 1B03 - English Phonetics and Pronunciation 
• MELD 1C03 - Academic Reading Skills 
• MELD 1D03 - Social Perspectives on Language 
• MELD 1L00 - Linguistics Lab 1 
• MELD 1M00 - Mentorship Lab 1 
• LINGUIST 1Z03 - Structure of Modern English I (degree credit course) 

Winter Term 
(January - April) 

• MELD 1AA3 - Advanced Academic Writing 
• MELD 1BB3 - Advanced Speaking and Presentation Skills 
• MELD 1CC3 - Advanced Academic Reading Skills 
• MELD 1DD3 - Advanced Academic Listening Skills 
• MELD 1LL0 - Linguistics Lab 2 
• MELD 1MM0 - Mentorship Lab 2 
• LINGUIST 1ZZ3 - Structure of Modern English II (degree credit course) 

McMaster English Readiness for Graduate Excellence 
Certificate 
https://meld.humanities.mcmaster.ca/merge/ 
MERGE (the McMaster English Readiness for Graduate Excellence Certificate) is an intensive 10-week summer Academic English 
preparatory program, intended for graduate and professional students. Admission requirements include successful completion of an 
undergraduate degree and English language proficiency minimum requirements of TOEFL iBT 90 or IELTS 6.5 (with minimum 
category requirements). Target English proficiency upon program completion will be an IELTS score of 7-7.5 or Common European 
Framework Reference for Languages (CEFR) level C2.1, in keeping with graduate English proficiency admission requirements. 
Students in MERGE will complete a program that includes intensive practice of academic English (listening, reading, writing, speaking), 
with an emphasis on professional development. The MERGE certificate does not require current or conditional admission to a 
McMaster University graduate program and program completion does not guarantee admission to a graduate program of study in and 
of itself. As a stand-alone program, the MERGE certificate coursework cannot be utilized for advanced standing or credit towards 
degree studies. 
Certificate Requirements 

• MERGE 100 - Advanced Reading and Writing for Graduate Studies (6 units) 
• MERGE 200 - Advanced Listening and Speaking for Graduate Studies (3 units) 
• MERGE 300 - Presentation Skills & Lecture Series (3 units) 
• MERGE 400 - Professional Development (3 units) 
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Rationale of Changes 
 
 

General changes: 
• Minor changes to words, dates or weblinks 

 
Section 1D: University/College Transfer/Continuing Students 

• Changes reflect OUAC application change. Students no longer select D or F applications. 
 

Section 1F: Previous McMaster Degree Students (Returning Students) 
• Physician Assistant added to reflect change by PA requirement for 2022 

 
Section 2: Documents 

• A. Required Documents  
o Change to reflect process change – applicants can upload unofficial documents for review 

 
Section 3: Application and Documentation Deadlines 

• Re-admission/re-instatement Deadlines – addition of Physician Assistant to chart to reflect change for 2022. 
• Academic Counselling – changes to word counselling to advising to better reflect Faculty Office assistance. 
• Review of Admission and Re-Admission Decisions – removal of last sentence to not set expectations of disclosure of review 

process 
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Application Procedures 
HOW TO APPLY 

1. Determine the appropriate application form and/or procedures. (See Categories of Admission below.) 
2. Determine application deadline. (See Application and Documentation Deadlines in this section.) 
3. Refer to the Admission Requirements and specific Faculty sections of this Calendar for further information. 
4. Complete and submit your application as directed. 
5. Submit all required documentation to McMaster. (See Documents in this section.) 
6. Once your application has been received, McMaster's Office of the Registrar, Admissions will provide you with an 

acknowledgment of receipt of your application plus further instructions/details about tracking your application. 

1. Categories of Admission 
A. Current Ontario High School Students 
You should complete the 101 application if you meet ALL of the following requirements: 

• You are taking courses during the day at an Ontario secondary school (this includes students returning for second semester 
and graduated students returning to upgrade one or more courses) 

• You have not, at some point, been out of secondary school for more than seven consecutive months 
• You will have received or expect to receive your Ontario Secondary School diploma (OSSD) with six 4U/M courses at the end 

of the current year 
• You have not attended a postsecondary institution (college/university/career college) institution 
• You are applying to the first year of an undergraduate degree program or diploma program at an Ontario university 
• You are under 21 years of age. 

Use the Undergraduate 101 on-line application at www.ouac.on.ca/101/. Please consult with your secondary school guidance office 
regarding this application process. 

B. All Other Canadian High School Students 
If you are currently attending secondary school outside of Ontario or have recently completed a secondary school diploma in any 
Canadian province or territory 

• Use the OUAC 105D on-line application at www.ouac.on.ca/105/. 

C. High School Students with International Qualifications 
If you are currently attending or have recently completed a secondary school program outside of Canada, and you are not a Canadian 
citizen nor Permanent Resident of Canada 

• Use the OUAC 105F on-line application at www.ouac.on.ca/105/. 

D. University/College Transfer/Continuing Students 
If you are currently registered in or have completed an undergraduate degree program at another university and wish to attend 
McMaster OR 
If you are currently registered in or have attended or completed a college diploma program and wish to attend McMaster 

• Use the OUAC 105 on-line application at www.ouac.on.ca/105/. Applicants residing in Canada (Canadian citizens, permanent 
residents or applicants studying in Canada on a student permit or other visa) should use the 105D form. Applicants currently 
residing outside of Canada who are not Canadian citizens nor Permanent Residents should use the 105F form. 

E. Nursing Consortium Programs 
If you are interested in applying to McMaster's Nursing (B.Sc.N). program at the Mohawk College or Conestoga College sites 

• Apply on-line through the Ontario College Application Services (OCAS) at www.ocas.on.ca/. 
• For admission to Nursing for Fall 2022, applicants to all three sites will apply through the OUAC at www.ouac.on.ca. 

F. Previous McMaster Degree Students (Returning Students) 
1. Readmission: If you are a former McMaster student with a record of course enrolment, who was in good standing and who 

voluntarily withdrew from an undergraduate program more than five years ago (providing you have not attended another 
university nor received a college diploma since last registered at McMaster). If you are a former Nursing student or Physician 
Assistant student, you must apply for readmission regardless of the amount of time that has elapsed. Apply on-line 
at: future.mcmaster.ca/admission/process/returning/ 

2. McMaster Second Degree: If you are a McMaster graduate or potential graduate at the end of your current academic term 
and wish to pursue a second undergraduate degree (providing you have not attended another university nor received a college 
diploma since last registered at McMaster).  

• Use the McMaster Returning Student Application to apply on-line 
at future.mcmaster.ca/admission/process/returning/ 

3. Reinstatement: If you are a former McMaster student who was required to withdraw from studies at McMaster.  
• Obtain the Reinstatement Request Form from the Office of the Registrar, Gilmour Hall, Room 108, McMaster 

University, Hamilton, Ontario, L8S 4L8 or online here: https://registrar.mcmaster.ca/build-degree/reinstatement/ 
4. Continuing Student: If you are a McMaster graduate from an undergraduate program and wish to become a Continuing 

Student.  
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• You do not need to apply for admission. Contact the Office of the Registrar, Services, for assistance 
https://registrar.mcmaster.ca/events/connect-with-us-online/.  

G. Visiting Students (Letter of Permission - For Credit at Another 
University) 
If you are currently enrolled at another university and wish to attend McMaster to take courses on a Letter of Permission for credit at 
that university 

• Use the OUAC 105 on-line application at www.ouac.on.ca/105/  

H. Part-Time Degree Studies at McMaster Only 
If you wish to begin undergraduate studies on a part-time basis (enrolled in less than 18 units of study) 

• Use the OUAC 105 on-line application at www.ouac.on.ca/105/. 

I. Post-Degree Studies 
If you wish to register as a post-degree student (taking graduate courses but not proceeding to an advanced degree) 

• Contact the Graduate Studies Office, Gilmour Hall, Room 212, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, L8S 4L8 for 
information on how to apply to the appropriate academic department(s). 

J. Medical Program 
See the heading Admission Policy for the Medical Program in the Faculty of Health Sciences section of this Calendar. 

2. Documents 
A. Required Documents 
A complete application includes: an application form, relevant transcripts and all other documentation stipulated in the Admission 
Requirements and specific Faculty sections of this Calendar, in letters from the appropriate Faculty and/or in letters from Office of the 
Registrar, Admissions. 
You must provide McMaster with transcripts of marks and/or certificates from all secondary and post-secondary institutions you have 
attended. When you are requested to provide an official transcript, then an official transcript is a signed and sealed record of all 
academic achievement issued and sent by an academic institution directly to McMaster University, Office of the Registrar, 
Admissions. 
If you are currently attending secondary school, please see your guidance counselor to request that your current Grade Report showing 
all courses you will be completing in Grade 12 be sent by your school to McMaster. If you have previously attended secondary school in 
another province, you may need to submit a request for a transcript containing your secondary school marks from the Ministry or 
Department of Education in that province if it is not normally provided by your high school.. 
Where documentation from a school outside of Canada is in a language other than English, you must provide official transcripts in the 
original language as well as official, notarized English translations. 
For specific document submission requirements and processes/procedures, please review: 
https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/documents/. 
If McMaster concludes based on reasonable grounds that the applicant has falsified any information presented to the University as part 
of his or her application, without limiting any other rights of McMaster available at law, McMaster reserves the right to revoke the offer 
and, subject to applicable law and University Policy, to terminate a student's enrolment. 
Without limiting McMaster's General Statement on Collection of Personal Information and Protection of Privacy, please take note that 
McMaster University collects and retains personal information of applicants for admissions to McMaster University under the authority 
of The McMaster University Act, 1976. This information may be used for the administration of admissions and registration and, subject 
to McMaster University policies (as may be amended or revoked from time to time), McMaster may disclose any evidence of 
misrepresentation, fraud or falsification of admissions documentation to other educational institutions, to government agencies, to law-
enforcement agencies and to other relevant third parties. The information you provide on any application for admissions will be 
protected and used in compliance with Ontario's Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (RSO 1990) and will be 
disclosed only in accordance with this Act. If you have any questions about the collection and use of this information please contact the 
University Registrar, University Hall, Room 209, Student Records, Gilmour Hall, Room 108, or the University Secretary, Gilmour Hall, 
Room 210, McMaster University. 

B. Retention of Documents 
All documentation submitted in support of your application for admission becomes the property of the University and will not be 
returned. is not returnable. 
If you are not accepted, or you fail to enroll following acceptance, your documentation will be destroyed at the end of the admissions 
cycle. If you reapply, you must submit any new academic information in addition to the documentation submitted previously. 

3. Application and Documentation Deadlines 
McMaster University reserves the right, at its sole discretion, not to accept, process or adjudicate applications or amendments to 
applications to any program at any time. Meeting minimum application requirements does not guarantee admission to any program at 
McMaster University. Application fees are non-refundable: you are advised to so we strongly advise you to review our 
admission requirements carefully before applying, to determine your academic eligibility for consideration for admission. Please 
see the Admission Requirements section of this calendar for general information. University transfer applicants should review programs 
by Degree and Minors requirements before applying.   
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McMaster University has a number of highly competitive by-selection programs that require a mandatory supplementary 
application/assessment, and all of these programs have early application and supplementary submission deadlines, as specified in the 
chart below. Failure to apply on time or to submit the required supplementary application/assessment by the specified dates will 
automatically disqualify consideration for these specified programs. You are advised to submit your application and/or amendments well 
in advance of the deadlines listed below. 

Fall and Winter Terms 
The dates and deadlines listed below are for applications submitted for the 2020-2021 academic year. Please refer to 
http://future.mcmaster.ca for the date and deadline information for new applications. 

PROGRAM APPLICATIONS MANDATORY SUPPLEMENTARY APPLICATIONS 
Arts & Science  February 1  February 1 

Actuarial & Financial 
Mathematics (Above Level 1) 
Regular and Co-op Programs 

April 1 

April 30 For information see: 
https://www.math.mcmaster.ca/index.php/undergraduate-
studies/undergraduate-programs/41-undergraduate-
studies/1758-afm-supplementary-application.html 
 
https://www.math.mcmaster.ca/undergraduate/undergraduate-
programs/41-undergraduate-studies/1758-afm-supplementary-
application.html 

Bachelor of Technology 
Degree Completion (Above 
Level 1) 

April 1 (May intake) 
July 15 (September intake) 
November 1 (January 
intake) 

Must be completed by the application deadline. 
View more information about the mandatory supplementary 
application for the Bachelor of Technology degree. 

Biomedical Discovery & 
Commercialization (Level 
3 entry) 

February 1 February 1 

Engineering 1 (Regular and 
Co-op) January 15 

Online Kira© Assessment 
January 29 
Details at https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/future-
students/supplementary-application 
Assessment dates available February 1 to February 14 after 
payment via: http://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/future/apply.html 

Health Sciences I (Honours) January 15 Early February 
Details at bhsc.mcmaster.ca  

Health Sciences 
(Honours)  (Above Level 1)  April 1 Early May 

Details at bhsc.mcmaster.ca 
Health Sciences (Above Level 
2) Biomedical Discovery & 
Commercialization 

February 1 February 1 
Details at: https://bdcprogram-mcmaster.ca/ 

Honours Biology and 
Pharmacology Co-op (Above 
Level 1) 

February 1 

February 1 
Mandatory Letter of Intent specifying reasons for applying and 
applicant suitability for the program. 
Email biophrm@mcmaster.ca by February 1. 

Honours Integrated Science I  February 1  February 1 

Integrated Biomedical 
Engineering & Health 
Sciences 1 (Regular and Co-
op) 

January 15 

 
Online Kira© Assessment 
January 29 
Details at https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/future-
students/supplementary-application 
 
 
 
February 1 
Online Kira© Assessment  

Integrated Business & 
Humanities 

January 15 
February 1 

February 1 
Online Kira© Assessment 

Justice, Political Philosophy & 
Law April 1 

April 1 
For more information see: 
https://www.humanities.mcmaster.ca/programs/undergraduate-
programs/justice-political-philosophy-law/ 
https://philos.humanities.mcmaster.ca/undergraduate-
programs/justice-political-philosophy-and-law-program/ 
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PROGRAM APPLICATIONS MANDATORY SUPPLEMENTARY APPLICATIONS 
Midwifery (including submission 
of all transcripts)  February 1 N/A 

Physician Assistant (including 
submission of all official 
transcripts) 
Note: This program is not open 
to International Applicants. This 
program is open to Canadian 
citizens and present 
Permanent Residents of Canada 
only. 

 February 1  February 1 

Social Work February 1 
December 1  February 1 

Nursing I: Secondary School 
Applicants 

January 15 
February 1 

Mandatory Supplementary application information is available 
on the CASPerTMwebsite. 

Nursing 1 (university transfer 
applicants from programs 
other than Nursing and 
applicants from college pre-
health programs (including 
submission of all official 
transcripts) 

 February 1  Mandatory Supplementary application information is available 
on the CASPerTMwebsite. 

Transfer from another Nursing 
program to the McMaster site.   

Students from other university Nursing programs should 
contact the McMaster Nursing program office at 905-525-9140, 
ext. 22232, for information about transfer options and 
application procedures. McMaster will not typically accept 
transfer applications from students already in a Nursing 
program elsewhere. 

Nursing Basic-Accelerated 
Stream (above level 1) 
(including submission of all 
official transcripts) 

February 1 Mandatory Supplementary application information is available 
on the CASPerTMwebsite. 

Application Deadlines for All Other McMaster Programs for 
Fall and Winter Terms 
*February 1 - Applications received on or before February 1 with all supporting official documentation received no later than February 
15 from applicants with no postsecondary experience will be reviewed for admission pending space availability in the program. All 
applications received after February 1 will be considered only if there is space available in the program. 
April 1 - The final date to apply for admission and submit all required documentation for admission consideration is April 1. This final 
deadline applies to all international and domestic applicants. 
  

  APPLICATION DEADLINE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 
DEADLINE 

Ontario High School Applicants (Recommended) January 15 April 1 
Early Deadline* (see above) February 1 February 15 
Final Deadline Domestic Applicants April 1 April 1 
Final Deadline International Applicants April 1 April 1 
B.Tech. Degree Completion Program Only - 
January Entry 

November 15 November 15 

Spring/Summer Term 
  DOMESTIC DEADLINE INTERNATIONAL DEADLINE 
May Entry (Term 1 or 3) April 1 April 1 
Supporting Documentation for May Entry April 1 April 1 
June Entry (Term 2) May 15 May 15 
Supporting Documentation for June Entry May 15 May 15 
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Former McMaster Students: Re-admission / Re-instatement Deadlines 
for Fall and Winter Terms 
  DOMESTIC DEADLINE INTERNATIONAL DEADLINE 
Re-instatement Deadline June 30 June 30 
Re-admission Deadline July 15 July 15 
Nursing Deadline February 1 February 1 
Physician Assistant February 1 N/A 

Academic Advising Counselling for Admitted Students 
If you are offered admission to a program at McMaster, you will be asked to confirm that you have accepted the offer of admission and 
will attend the University. Your admission will include information regarding acceptance procedures for the offer of admission, specified 
deadline for your acceptance and registration procedures. Offer of admission acceptance deadlines specified in your Offer of Admission 
letter are strictly enforced. Please ensure that you accept your offer of admission as directed well before the specified deadline date. 
If you are admitted to Level 1, your Faculty may also arrange a visit to the University so you may a meeting with a Faculty advisor to set 
up your program. Although attendance at the summer advising counselling and registration sessions are is not compulsory, you are 
strongly advised to participate. If you cannot attend one of these sessions, counselling will be provided in September. 
If you are offered admission above Level 1, you may arrange for academic advising counselling with the Office of the Associate Dean of 
the Faculty offering the program, or the Office of the Director of the program. 

4. Review of Admission and Re-Admission Decisions 
No appeal procedure shall be available for decisions on admission or re-admission to the University. Such decisions may be 
reviewed within the following framework: 

a. An applicant to the University who believes that the admission or re-admission decision, or, in the case of a transfer student 
the decision to grant credits, is incorrect, or based on incorrect or incomplete information, may, within one week of receiving 
the decision, request a review of that decision by writing to the Senior Associate Registrar, Undergraduate Admissions, 
stating why she/he thinks the decision should be reviewed. 

b. The Senior Associate Registrar, Undergraduate Admissions, shall determine whether the information on which the decision 
was based was incomplete or incorrect and, if so, shall refer the request for review to the appropriate Faculty Committee. That 
Committee shall make a final decision and report it to the Senior Associate Registrar, Undergraduate Admissions, who shall 
then convey the decision in writing to the student. The Senior Associate Registrar, Undergraduate Admissions may, at his/her 
discretion, supply reasons. 

Enquiries: Application Procedures 
Please direct your enquiries about Application Procedures to: 

Office of the Registrar, Admissions 
Gilmour Hall, Room 109 
McMaster University 
Hamilton, Ontario, L8S 4L8 
Telephone: (905) 525-4600 
https://future.mcmaster.ca/ 
http://ask.mcmaster.ca 
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Rationale of Changes 
 
 

General changes: 
• Minor changes to words, dates or weblinks 

 
Admissions Criteria 1A and 1B 

• Changes to NOTES in Admissions Criteria 1A and 1B are to align with Y1 Viewbook 
 

• Select programs where: Note: Applicants are also expected to have completed Advanced Functions U has been deleted as 
students cannot take Calculus and Vectors U without having completed Advanced Functions U first.  This also aligns with the 
Viewbook. 
 

• Business reference to Stas 1L03 has changed to Stats 1LL3 to align with course curriculum change 
 
Early Conditional Admission 

• Changes reflect the process change where applicants can upload unofficial documents for admission review. 
 

American High School Curriculum 
• Changes to SAT/ACT requirement are reflective of applicants' inability to access test centres.  This wording is consistent with 

content on the website for the current cycle.  
 

Section H: Former McMaster Degree Students Returning Students 
• Readmissions – addition of need to apply for readmission regardless of time elapsed reflects PA’s change for 2022  

 
Section 5: English Language Proficiency 

• Reflects changes to process – students can upload unofficial copy for admissions assessment.  Copies can be verified through 
testing centres prior to offers being made.   

• In Slate (implementation July 2021), verification will be done through downloads from the testing centres into the new system.  
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Facilitated Black Applicant Admissions Pathway 
Midwifery Education Program 
November 2020 

 

Overview 
The Midwifery Education Program strives to be a supportive and inclusive community. We are proposing 
a new Facilitated Black Applicant Admissions Pathway (FBAP), with the goal of mitigating the potential for 
bias during the admissions cycle with the aim of decreasing barriers for self-identified Black applicants. 

Our aim is to develop a process that will address barriers and facilitate equitable access during each step 
of the usual admissions cycle. The two key times when this is possible are the a) offer to attend a 
selection interview (MMI format) based on pre-requisites, and b) applicant assessment during the 
selection interview. 
 
The FBAP would be open to applicants who self-identify as Black and multi-racial students who have and 
identify with their Black ancestry. Applicants in the FBAP stream must meet the same requirements for 
admission as all other applicants, and there is no quota for admission. Black-identified applicants do not 
have to use the FBAP and can apply through the general stream if they wish.  

Context 
Over the past 20 years, anecdotal data strongly suggests that Black students are substantially 
underrepresented in the Midwifery Education Program. Our application and enrollment data has not 
historically collected information about race/ethnicity from applicants, and so at present it is unclear as 
to whether this is the result of underrepresentation in the applicant pool, systemic racism in the 
admissions process itself, or some combination thereof.   

In upcoming admissions cycles we will begin to collect demographic data (pilot in February 2021) so that 
we can evaluate the composition of the applicant pool with respect to a number of underrepresented 
groups, which will shed light on these questions and help us to strategize accordingly to improve access.  
We are also collecting demographic data for in-course students to document a starting point from which 
to measure our progress and help to suggest strategies and targets for action. 

Proposed Process 
1. At the point of submitting their applications, Black applicants are able to self-identify for the FBAP. 

A member of the Equity Admissions Review Team (EAR, see below) will conduct a telephone/video 
conference with the candidate to discuss their interest in the program, the profession, and next 
steps. Having an opportunity to personally connect can promote a sense of support for the 
applicant and mitigate the stress of the application process.  Personal contact, in contrast to no 
contact, may help to build positive feelings toward the university and the program and allow for 
questions and dialogue about supports and resources for racialized students within the program. 
It is our hope that this discussion will increase knowledge about the admissions process, the 
program, and the career of midwifery in order to promote success among applicants. 
 

2. We will advance all Black applicants who complete the FBAP process and meet the minimum 
academic eligibility requirements for Midwifery admission to the MMI selection Interview. This 
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is because we acknowledge that traditional approaches to grading and GPA may be influenced 
by systems of racism. We have also used the same approach in our Facilitated Indigenous 
Applicant Pathway. 

 
3. We will ensure that applicants identified through the FBAP will be assessed by racialized 

interviewers during the MMI selection interview, which may include members of the EAR team.  
 

4. We will invite all Black applicants who participate in the MMI selection interview to also attend 
an optional MEP BFAP Interview. This will allow applicants an opportunity to have an individual 
interview conducted by members of the EAR team. This has been a successful strategy used by 
Ryerson University, one of our partners in our consortium midwifery program, to increase their 
intake of Indigenous students. It has been demonstrated to create a positive connection 
between the university and the applicant which fosters a sense of community and a place of 
belonging. This process also allows applicants to freely express themselves in spaces they deem 
culturally safe. In recognition of the barriers that time, distance and finances may play in 
admissions processes, whenever possible this interview will occur the same weekend as the full 
selection interview process so that applicants are not required to travel more than once. The 
EAR team meets to discuss the applicants holistically and finalize the decision regarding offer of 
admission.  
 

5. In keeping with the usual process for admissions, offers of admission will be made to top ranking 
candidates based on the interview scores. For candidates who participate in the MEP BFAP 
Interview, a decision to offer admission made by the EAR team will supersede ranking at the 
MMI selection interview.  

Equity Admissions Review Team (EAR team) 
The EAR team will be a panel of racialized faculty, students and alumni of the MEP who will be involved in 
assessment of applicants opting to be evaluated under the FBAP.   

Members will be recruited from among: Black-identified faculty at McMaster, preferably those in FHS; 
Black-identifying alumni of the MEP; and Black-identifying students currently in the MEP, preferably in 
years 3 & 4. We believe a core team of 5 people will be adequate. This team will conduct phone discussions 
with applicants, attend the MMI interview and the optional panel interview. If we have a large number of 
Black applicants, we will recruit additional more team members as necessary.  

Eligibility for the FBAP 
A significant question is what kind of stipulations there should be around who can make a claim to using 
the FBAP. Given the complexity of Black identities, there is certainly an argument to be made that self-
identification should be adequate, and at the same time there is a reasonable concern that some unethical 
individuals may make a false claim in order to gain a perceived advantage in the process. 

The University of Toronto BSAP Process states that “You must self-identify as Black African, Black 
Caribbean, Black North American, or multi-racial, and have, and identify with, your African ancestry” but 
does not require any further documentation or ‘proof’ of Black identity.  We propose using the same or 
similar language in this case. If there are any applicants who are subsequently found to have falsely made 
claim to the use of the FBAP the existing policies and procedures around Academic Integrity can be 
applied. 
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Proposed Timeline 
• November 2020 

o Consultations with stakeholders from the MEP EDI committee and admissions 
committee 

o Proposal submitted for consideration by FHS Executive 
o Proposal submitted UGC Curriculum & Admissions  

• December 2020 
o Update website to advertise FBAP (as ‘pending Senate approval’) 
o Begin to recruit EAR team members 

• January 2021 
o Senate approval anticipated 
o Following OUAC deadline for applications, send email to ALL applicants alerting them to 

the existence of the FBAP and ask any applicants who wish to apply using the FBAP to 
identify themselves for the stream 

• February 2021 
o All applicants submit application materials 
o All applicants asked to complete demographic questionnaire 
o Training for EAR team members 

• March 2021 
o EAR team undertakes phone meetings with FBAP applicants 
o Invitations to attend MMI selection interview sent to applicants 
o Preliminary analysis of demographic questionnaire data 

• April 2021 
o MMI selection interview occurs 
o Optional Black equity interview day 

• May 2021 
o Admissions decisions made including recommendations from EAR team 

• June 2021 
o Deadline for applicants to accept their offers 
o Detailed analysis of demographic questionnaire response 
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