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MEETING MINUTES OF THE UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 
Tuesday, January 28, 2025 at 2:30 p.m. 
Gilmour Hall, Council Room (Room 111) 

Attendance: Catherine Anderson (Chair), Rosa da Silva, Sarah Dickson-
Anderson, Darran Fernandez, Cathy Grisé, Vivian Lewis, Beth 
Marquis, Karen McGarry, Caitlin Mullarkey, Kiran Oberai, Cheryl 
Quenneville, Aaron Schat, Wynter Sutchy, Sean Van Koughnett, 
Rob Whyte, Michelle Zheng (Associate University Secretary), Kelly 
Snow (Assistant University Secretary) 

Consultants: Cait Brooks, Lynn Giordano, Amy Gullage, Carla Hodal, Cathy 
Mackenzie, Sarah Robinson, Greg Rombough, Monique Savage 
Williams, Maria White  

Regrets:        Karen Balcom, Lorraine Carter, Helena Cordeiro, Elliot Gorman, 
Teal McAteer, Bridget O’Shaughnessy 

1. Call to Order

Catherine Anderson, Chair of the Undergraduate Council, called the
meeting to order.

2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting – December 10, 2024

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the Undergraduate Council approve the minutes of the
December 10, 2024 meeting, as circulated.

The motion was Carried.

3. Business Arising

There was no business arising.

4. Chair's Remarks
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C. Anderson offered brief remarks. The Associate Deans were advised 
to remind their instructors to report the cost of their course material. 

 
 5. Report from the Awards Committee 

 
Rosa da Silvia, Chair of the Awards Committee, presented the 
committee’s report.  
   

      1. Terms of Award 
 
At its meeting on January 14, 2025, the Undergraduate Council 
Awards Committee reviewed and approved the following items for 
recommendation to the Undergraduate Council.   
 
a. Proposed New Awards 
b. Proposed New Bursaries 
c. Changes to Award Terms 
d. Awards Removed from the Undergraduate Calendar 
e. Award Name Changes (Information) 
 
The committee discussed the adjudication process for in-course 
awards, particularly those requiring high academic averages. 
Members heard that common criteria included GPA, research 
interests, and financial need, and tie-breaking methods are 
outlined in the Undergraduate Calendar. It was clarified that a 
system determines recipients, with final adjudication managed by 
a committee. The role of donor-specified criteria was noted, 
balancing specificity with broader eligibility to maintain larger 
applicant pools. Challenges were identified; these included 
awards going unallocated due to changes in course codes or 
eligibility. As such, the process does need ongoing review and 
donor engagement. 
 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve the 
recommendations contained in the Report from the Office of 
the Registrar; Aid and Awards, as circulated. 
 
The motion was Carried. 
   

      2. Revised 2023 Annual Award Recipient Report 
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R. da Silva explained that the report presented at the November 
UGC meeting was identical to the 2022 report due to an error. 
 
The Aid & Awards team has prepared the correct report which 
includes award recipients during the 2023 awarding cycle. 

 
 6. Report from the Joint Committee on Certificates, Diplomas and 

Microcredentials 
 
Aaron Schat, Chair of the Joint Committee on Certificates, Diplomas 
and Microcredentials, presented the report. 
   

      1. New and Revised Concurrent Certificate Programs 
 
At its meeting on January 14, 2025, the Joint Committee on 
Certificates, Diplomas and Microcredentials reviewed and 
approved new concurrent certificates from the Faculties of 
Humanities, Health Sciences and Science. The Committee also 
approved minor revisions to existing concurrent certificates, 
  

a. Faculty of Humanities 
 

 Cathy Grisé provided an overview of the items in the  
 report. 

 
 New: 

• New Concurrent Certificate in Cinema Studies 
• New Concurrent Certificate in Critical Heritage Studies 

 
 Revisions: 

• Concurrent Certificate for Applied Ethics and Policy 
(CAEP) 

• Concurrent Certificate in Applied Linguistics (ALC) 
• Concurrent Certificate in Critical Curatorial Studies 

(CCCS) 
• Concurrent Certificate in Essential French 
• Concurrent Certificate in Language of Medicine and 

Health 
• Concurrent Certificate in Leadership, Equity and Social 

Change 
• Concurrent Certificate in Professional French  
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• The Humanities Concurrent Certificate: Skills for Life 
 

It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for 
recommendation to the Senate, the establishment of 
the Concurrent Certificate in Cinema Studies, as 
recommended by the Faculty of Humanities for 
inclusion in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Calendar, 
and as circulated. 
 
The motion was Carried. 
 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for 
recommendation to the Senate, the establishment of 
the Concurrent Certificate in Critical Heritage Studies, 
as recommended by the Faculty of Humanities for 
inclusion in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Calendar, 
and as amended. 
 
The motion was Carried. 
 
A friendly amendment to include Arts and Science in the 
list of Faculties for the Concurrent Certificate in Applied 
Ethics and Policy was agreed to.  
 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve the proposed 
revisions to the Concurrent Certificates in: 
 
• Applied Ethics and Policy (CAEP)  
• Applied Linguistics (ALC)  
• Critical Curatorial Studies (CCCS)  
• Essential French  
• Language of Medicine and Health 
• Leadership, Equity and Social Change  
• Professional French  
• Skills for Life 
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as recommended by the Faculty of Humanities for 
inclusion in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Calendar, as 
amended. 

 
 The motion was Carried. 
 

b. Faculty of Health Sciences 
 

Caitlin Mullarkey provided an overview of the items in the 
report. 

 
 New: 

• Certificate of Professional Learning in Adult Critical 
Care Nursing 

 
 Revisions: 

• Concurrent Certificate in Biomedical Sciences (BMS) 
• Concurrent Certificate in Health Humanities and Social 

Sciences 
• Concurrent Certificate in Immunology, Microbiology, & 

Virology (IMV) 
• Concurrent Certificate Rehabilitation Sciences (RS) 

 
There was a discussion about the Certificate of 
Professional Learning in Adult Critical Care, including how 
certificates are presented in the Undergraduate Calendar. 
In response to a question, it was clarified that the 
certificate cannot be offered concurrently due to licensing 
by the regulatory college. Amendments to correct some 
minor errors would be brought back to the Committee for 
approval. 
 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for 
recommendation to the Senate, the establishment of 
the Certificate of Professional Learning in Adult 
Critical Care Nursing, as recommended by the Faculty 
of Health Sciences for inclusion in the 2025-2026 
Undergraduate Calendar, and as circulated. 
 
The motion was Carried. 
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It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve the proposed 
revisions to the Concurrent Certificates in: 
• Biomedical Sciences (BMS)   
• Health Humanities and Social Sciences  
• Immunology, Microbiology, & Virology (IMV)   
• Rehabilitation Sciences (RS) 
 
as recommended by the Faculty of Health Sciences for 
inclusion in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Calendar, 
and as circulated. 
 
The motion was Carried. 

 
c. Faculty of Science  

 
Rosa da Silva provided an overview of the items in the 
report. 
 
R. da Silva requested that the approval for the Concurrent 
Certificate in Quantum Science be postponed to the March 
meeting, to allow more time for the department to discuss 
an amendment that had been voted on during the Joint 
Committee meeting. This was agreed to by the Secretariat. 
 
New: 
• Concurrent Certificate in Anti-Racism, Inclusion and 

Equity (ARIE) in Science 
• Concurrent Certificate in Quantum Science and 

Technology 
• Concurrent Certificate in Scientific Computing 

 
Members were advised that the Arts & Science program 
and the Faculty of Science are engaged in discussions to 
include Arts & Science courses in the ARIE certificate. 
  
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for 
recommendation to the Senate, the establishment of 
the Concurrent Certificate in Anti-Racism, Inclusion 
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and Equity (ARIE) in Science, as recommended by the 
Faculty of Science for inclusion in the 2025-2026 
Undergraduate Calendar, as circulated.  
 
The motion was Carried. 

 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for 
recommendation to Senate, the establishment of the 
Concurrent Certificate in Scientific Computing, as 
recommended by the Faculty of Science for inclusion 
in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Calendar, and as 
circulated. 
 
The motion was Carried. 

   
 
 7. Report from the Curriculum & Admissions Committee 

 
Beth Marquis, Chair of the Curriculum & Admissions Committee, 
presented the Committee’s report.  

         
      1. Curriculum Addenda for Inclusion in the 2025/2026 

Undergraduate Calendar 
 
At the meeting held on January 14, 2025, the Curriculum and 
Admissions Committee approved, for recommendation to 
Undergraduate Council, the addenda to curriculum revisions 
contained in the following reports for inclusion in the 2025-2026 
Undergraduate Calendar. All minor curriculum addenda will be 
encompassed in the omnibus motion, motion 3. 
 
a. Faculty of Humanities 
 

Cathy Grisé spoke briefly to the curriculum addenda. 
  
b. Faculty of Social Sciences 
 

Karen McGarry spoke briefly to the curriculum addenda. 
 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
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that the Undergraduate Council approve, for 
recommendation to the Senate, the revisions to admission 
requirements from secondary schools pertaining to the 
Honours Health & Society 1 program, as recommended by 
the Faculty of Social Sciences for inclusion in the 2025-
2026 Undergraduate Calendar, and as circulated. 
 
The motion was Carried. 

 
c. Office of the Registrar 
 

There were only minor changes to application procedures and 
the General Academic Regulations. 
 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve revisions to 
Application Procedures and the General Academic 
Regulations, as proposed by the Office of the Registrar for 
inclusion in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Calendar, and 
as circulated. 
 
The motion was Carried. 

 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve the curriculum 
addenda proposed by the Faculties of Humanities and 
Social Sciences for inclusion in the 2025-2026 
Undergraduate Calendar, as circulated. 

 
The motion was Carried. 

 
 8. Other Business 

 
C. Anderson called for any other business. 

 
 9. Adjournment 

 
As there was no other business, the meeting adjourned at 3:20 PM.  
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Report to the Undergraduate Council  

from the  
Awards Committee  

FOR APPROVAL 
 

1. Terms of Award 
 

At its meeting on February 4, 2025, the Undergraduate Council Awards 
 Committee reviewed and approved the following items for recommendation to 

the Undergraduate Council.  
 

a. Proposed New Bursaries 
 

The Sheldon and Janet Wolfson Nursing Bursary 
 

b. Changes to Award Terms 
 

The Pitcher-Ratford Awards 
 

c. Awards Removed from the Undergraduate Calendar 
 
The J.P. Bickell Scholarship (10773085) 
 

d. Award Value Changes  
 

The Bank of Montreal Humanities Multimedia Scholarship  
The Abe Black Memorial Prize  
The Brian Blakey Memorial Scholarship  
The Joan Frances Bowling Entrance Scholarship  
The Donald Oscar Cannon Scholarship  
The Caribbean Alumni Entrance Scholarship  
The Class of 1956 50th Anniversary Scholarship  
The Devilliers-Mahaffy Merit Awards  
The Dean's Medal for Excellence in the Humanities  
The Reese Fallon Memorial Scholarship  
Helen Fung Memorial Scholarship for Nursing  
The J. L. W. Gill Prizes  
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The Bruce Hamilton Scholarship  
The William D. G. Hunter Prize  
The Edward Jenkins Award  
The Elizabeth Jenkins Academic Grant  
The Cathryn E. Kaake Merit Award 
Robert J Kulperger Scholarship  
MELD Academic Excellence Entrance Scholarship  
The NSBE McMaster Chapter Scholarship  
The Lillian and Leroy Page Scholarship  
The Pioneer Energy LP Prize in Nursing  
The Pioneer Energy LP Prize in Aging and Society  
The Leslie A. Prince Merit Awards  
The Retired Teachers of Ontario Trust Fund in Gerontology  
The Herbert A. Ricker Scholarships  
The Science Alumni Scholarships  
The Shell Canada Prizes Engineering and Management  
The Robert Taylor Scholarship in Commerce  
The Dr. David Thompson Scholarship  
The T. Russell Wilkins Memorial Scholarships  
The Williamson Family Commerce Scholarship  
The Yates Scholarships 
 

 
It is recommended, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve the recommendations contained 
in the Report from the Office of the Registrar; Aid and Awards, as 
circulated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Undergraduate Council 
FOR APPROVAL 
February 25, 2025 
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TO: Undergraduate Council  
FROM:  Undergraduate Awards Committee 

February 25, 2025 
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PROPOSED NEW BURSARIES FOR APPROVAL 
 
Incourse Bursaries 
 
The Sheldon and Janet Wolfson Nursing Bursary 
Established in 2024 by Sheldon and Janet Wolfson to support the academic success of those pursuing the 
field of Nursing.   
Requirements:  To be granted to undergraduate students enrolled in any Nursing program who 
demonstrate financial need. 
 
 
 

CHANGES TO AWARD TERMS FOR APPROVAL 
   
 
The Pitcher-Ratford Awards 
Established in 2000 by Bruce Ratford (Class of ’71 1971) and Elda Ratford (Pitcher) (Class of ’71 1971). 
Requirements: Two scholarships (one to a male and one to a female) to To be awarded to undergraduate 
students who have completed Level 3 enrolled in Level 2 or above of an Honours Environment & Society 
program and who attain high averages and, in the judgment of the School of Earth, Environment & Society, 
have achieved notable academic standing and demonstrated have demonstrated qualities of leadership at 
McMaster or in the community. 
Typically available: 2 x $3,000 
 
 

AWARDS TO BE REMOVED FROM THE CALENDAR FOR APPROVAL 
 

1. The J.P. Bickell Scholarship (10773085) 
 

 
FOR INFORMATION 

 
AWARD VALUE CHANGES 
 

The Bank of Montreal Humanities Multimedia Scholarship $1,000 $3,000 
The Abe Black Memorial Prize $435 $350 
The Brian Blakey Memorial Scholarship $500 $600 
The Joan Frances Bowling Entrance Scholarship $2,000 $1,650 
The Donald Oscar Cannon Scholarship $1,800 $2,000 
The Caribbean Alumni Entrance Scholarship $346 $354 
The Class of 1956 50th Anniversary Scholarship $1,000 $2,200 
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The Devilliers-Mahaffy Merit Awards $1,000 $1,200 
The Dean's Medal for Excellence in the Humanities $10,270 $8,675 
The Reese Fallon Memorial Scholarship $1,326 $1,350 
Helen Fung Memorial Scholarship for Nursing $1,800 $3,000 
The J. L. W. Gill Prizes $350 $380 
The Bruce Hamilton Scholarship $100 $1,000 
The William D. G. Hunter Prize $500 $1,000 
The Edward Jenkins Award $5,000 $6,400 
The Elizabeth Jenkins Academic Grant $5,000 $6,400 
The Cathryn E. Kaake Merit Award $1,000 $1,600 
Robert J Kulperger Scholarship $10,000 $15,000 
MELD Academic Excellence Entrance Scholarship $7,000 $5,000 
The NSBE McMaster Chapter Scholarship $2,500 $3,500 
The Lillian and Leroy Page Scholarship $1,000 $4,500 
The Pioneer Energy LP Prize in Nursing $450 $375 
The Pioneer Energy LP Prize in Aging and Society $400 $350 
The Leslie A. Prince Merit Awards $1,000 $1,500 
The Retired Teachers of Ontario Trust Fund in Gerontology $250 $350 
The Herbert A. Ricker Scholarships $2,500 $3,000 
The Science Alumni Scholarships $3,000 $1,000 
The Shell Canada Prizes Engineering and Management $300 $500 
The Robert Taylor Scholarship in Commerce $1,000 $2,000 
The Dr. David Thompson Scholarship $5,000 $6,400 
The T. Russell Wilkins Memorial Scholarships $5,000 $7,500 
The Williamson Family Commerce Scholarship $1,500 $2,000 
The Yates Scholarships $800 $1,000 
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Report to the Undergraduate Council  
from the  

Joint Committee on  
Certificates, Diplomas and Microcredentials 

 
FOR APPROVAL 
 

1. New Concurrent Certificate Program 
 

At its meeting on January 14, 2025, the Joint Committee on Certificates, 
Diplomas and Microcredentials reviewed and approved the Concurrent 
Certificate in Quantum Science and Technology, as proposed by the Faculty of 
Science. 

 
It is recommended, 

 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to the 
Senate, the establishment of the Concurrent Certificate in Quantum 
Science and Technology, as recommended by the Faculty of Science for 
inclusion in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Calendar and as circulated. 
 

2. Revisions to Certificate Programs 
 

At its meeting on February 4, 2025, the Joint Committee on Certificates, 
Diplomas and Microcredentials reviewed and approved revisions to certificates 
as proposed by the Faculties of Social Sciences and Health Sciences. 
 
It is recommended, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve the proposed revisions to the 
Concurrent Certificate in Social Innovation as recommended by the Faculty 
of Social Sciences for inclusion in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Calendar, 
and as circulated. 

 
It is recommended, 
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that the Undergraduate Council approve the proposed revisions to the 
Concurrent Certificate in Health Humanities and Social Sciences as 
recommended by the Faculty of Health Sciences for inclusion in the 2025-
2026 Undergraduate Calendar, and as circulated. 

 
 It is recommended, 

that the Undergraduate Council approve the proposed revisions to the 
Certificate of Professional Learning in Adult Critical Care Nursing as 
recommended by the Faculty of Health Sciences for inclusion in the 2025-
2026 Undergraduate Calendar, and as circulated. 
 

3. Closure of the Certificate of Professional Learning in the 
Science of Cannabis 
At the same meeting, the Joint Committee on Certificates, Diplomas and 
Microcredentials reviewed and approved the closure of the Certificate of 
Professional Learning in the Science of Cannabis. 
 
It is recommended, 

 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to the 
University Planning Committee, the closure of the Certificate of 
Professional Learning in the Science of Cannabis, as circulated. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Undergraduate Council 
For Approval 
February 25, 2025 
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Amendment 
 

Submission to Undergraduate Council, 
Certificates, Diplomas & 

Microcredentials Committee for the 
2025-26 Undergraduate Calendar 

 
Originally approved by the General 
Faculty of the Faculty of Science on 

November 14, 2024 
 
 
 

Amendment submitted March 4, 2025 
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Below, is the summary of amendments to new Concurrent Certificates being proposed by the Faculty of 
Science.   
 
 
 
1. Concurrent Certificate in Quantum Science and Technology  
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2. Concurrent Certificate in Quantum Science and Technology 
Administered by the Department of Physics & Astronomy 

 
Quantum science and technology is a business sector that is a strategic priority for Canada (and 
other countries) as it is a rapidly developing area of innovation. It has the potential to impact 
many industries and will likely create new business sectors.  The Concurrent Certificate in 
Quantum Science and Technology aims to provide undergraduate students with the opportunity 
to develop skills necessary for a career in quantum technologies. The certificate allows students 
to develop skills in quantum computing, quantum communications, quantum sensing and 
quantum materials as these skills are particularly important for this sector. 
 
 
Certificate Requirements 
Students in any undergraduate program at McMaster may declare the Concurrent Certificate in 
Quantum Science and Technology at graduation providing they meet the following 
requirements: 
 
A minimum of 18 units total 
 
3 units 
from 
ENGPHYS 2QM3 – Introduction to Quantum Mechanics 
PHYSICS 2C03 - Modern Physics 
 
3 units 
PHYSICS 3MM3 - Quantum Mechanics I  
 
A minimum of 12 units 
from 
CHEM 3PA3 - Quantum Mechanics and Spectroscopy  
ENGPHYS 3PD4 - Photonic Devices  
ENGPHYS 3PN4 - Semiconductor Junction Devices  
ENGPHYS 4MD3 - Nanoscale Semiconductor Devices  
ENGPHYS 4QC3 - Introduction to Quantum Computing  
ENGPHYS 4QM3 - Quantum Optics and Metrology  
ENGPHYS 4S04 - Lasers and Electro-Optics  
MATH 3QC3 - Introduction to Quantum Computing 
PHYSICS 3QI3 - Introduction to Quantum Information  
PHYSICS 4E03 - Particle and Nuclear Physics 
PHYSICS 4F03 - Quantum Mechanics II  
PHYSICS 4G03 - Computational Physics  
PHYSICS 4K03 - Physics of Quantum Matter  
PHYSICS 4LQ3 - Literature Review of Quantum Topics 
PHYSICS 4PQ6 - Senior Research Project (Quantum Stream) 
PHYSICS 4Q03 - Introduction to Quantum Field Theory 
 
Justification: Revision allows for students in Engineering Physics to not be disadvantaged by 
completing additional courses from course list. 
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REPORT TO UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 

FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 

 

 

SUMMARY OF CURRICULUM CHANGES TO CERTIFICATE AND DIPLOMA 
PROGRAMS 

FOR THE 2025-2026 ACADEMIC CALENDAR 

 

 

 

 

Approved by the Faculty of Social Sciences Faculty Council  

November 2024 
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REPORT TO UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 
FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 

SUMMARY OF CURRICULUM CHANGES TO CERTIFICATE AND DIPLOMA 
PROGRAMS 

FOR THE 2025-2026 ACADEMIC CALENDAR 
 

REVISION TO EXISTING PROGRAMS: 

Concurrent Certificate in Social Innovation    

Faculty of Social Sciences 

Kenneth Taylor Hall, Room 129 

http://socialsciences.mcmaster.ca 

The concurrent certificate in Social Innovation is designed for students to develop an 

academic focus in the development and implementation of solutions for effective, long-

term social impact. Completion of the Social Innovation Concurrent Certificate will 

indicate that students have developed knowledge and competencies in this area. 

Certificate Requirements 

Any student in an undergraduate degree program at McMaster may declare the 

certificate, at the time of graduation, and upon completion of the following courses. 

Non-McMaster credit may not be utilized in fulfilment of certificate requirements. 

No more than 9 units of Level 1 courses may be applied towards the completion of the 

Concurrent Certificate. It is the student's responsibility to check for pre-requisites, co-

requisites and enrolment restrictions of all courses in these lists. Up to 6 units can 

overlap with the Interdisciplinary Minor in Community Engagement. 

Notes 
1. Experiential units are to be completed after required foundation courses are 

completed to ensure that students have the necessary theoretical and 

methodological background prior to engaging with community partners. 
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2. Visit the Intersession website at https://intersession.mcmaster.ca/ for current 

INSPIRE 3EL3 course offerings. 

3. For students interested in Citizenship, Human Rights, and Diversity, these are 

recommended courses:  

o ANTHROP 3HH3 - Think Globally, Act Locally: Globalization, Social 

Justice and Human Rights Globalization, Social Justice and Human 

Rights  (GLOBALZN 3A03) 

o CMTYENGA 3A03 - The Art of Change  

o GLOBALZN 1A03 - Global Citizenship  

o INDIGST 2C03 - Current Issues in Indigenous Studies: Selected Topics  

o LABRST 2G03 

o LABRST 2J03 

o POLSCI 2M03 - Governance, Representation, and Participation in 

Democracies  

o SCAR 2RD3 - Religion and Diversity  

o SOCIOL 2R03 - Perspectives on Social Inequality  

o WORKLABR 2G03 - Labour and Globalization  

o WORKLABR 2J03 - Work and Racism  

 

4. For students interested in Social Movements, Community Engagement, and 
Advocacy, these are recommended courses:  

o CMTYENGA 3A03 - The Art of Change  

o HLTHAGE 3G03 - Community Based Research  

o SOCWORK 4J03 - Social Change: Social Movements and Advocacy  

o SOCIOL 4DD3 - Social Movements and Social Change  

o SOCIOL 4KK3 - Sociology through Community Engagement and Service  

Requirements 

18 units total (of which no more than 9 units may be from Level I courses) 

9 units 
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Course List A: Foundations 

• CMTYENGA 2A03 - Foundations of Community Engagement 

• SOCIOL 1C03 - Canadian Society: Social Problems, Social Policy, and the Law 

• SOCWORK 1BB3 - Re-Imagining Help: Introduction to Social Work II 

3 units 

from 

Course List B: Experiential (See Note 1 above.) 

• HTHSCI 4ID3 - Innovation By Design I 

• INSPIRE 3EL3 - Experiential Learning Opportunities (See Note 2 above.) 

• SOCSCI 3EL3 - Leadership for Social Innovation 

6 units 

from 

Course List C: Thematic 

• ANTHROP 2F03 - Introduction to Sociocultural Anthropology: Listening Across 

Difference 

• ANTHROP 3HH3 - Think Globally, Act Locally: Globalization, Social Justice and 

Human Rights Globalization, Social Justice and Human Rights 

• ANTHROP 4D03 - Practicing Anthropology: Ethics, Theory, Engagement 

• CMTYENGA 3A03 - The Art of Change 

• ECON 2D03 - Economic Issues 

• ENVSOCTY 2EI3 - Environment & Society: Challenges and Solutions 

• GLOBALZN 1A03 - Global Citizenship 

• GLOBALZN 3A03 - Think Globally, Act Locally: Globalization, Social Justice, and 

Human Rights 

• HLTHAGE 3AA3 - State, Civil Society and Health 

• HLTHAGE 3G03 - Community Based Research 
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• INDIGST 2C03 - Current Issues in Indigenous Studies: Selected Topics 

• INDIGST 2M03 - Indigenous Research Methods and Ethics 

• INNOVATE 2SI3 - Social Innovations 

• LABRST 1D03 

• LABRST 2G03 

• LABRST 2J03 

• POLSCI 2F03 - Politics, Power and Influence in Canada 

• POLSCI 2M03 - Governance, Representation, and Participation in Democracies 

• POLSCI 3LL3 - Development and Public Policy 

• SCAR 2RD3 - Religion and Diversity 

• SOCPSY 2C03 - Social Psychology of Popular Culture 

• SOCPSY 3Y03 - Social Psychology in Action 

• SOCSCI 4SI3 – Innovation for Social Impact 

• SOCWORK 4J03 - Social Change: Social Movements and Advocacy 

• SOCIOL 2R03 - Perspectives on Social Inequality 

• SOCIOL 3MM3 - Political Sociology 

• SOCIOL 4DD3 - Social Movements and Social Change 

• SOCIOL 4KK3 - Sociology through Community Engagement and Service 

• WORKLABR 1D03 - Technology and the Future of Work 

• WORKLABR 2G03 - Labour and Globalization 

Rationale: SOCSCI 3EL3 is being deleted, SOCSCI 4SI3 is a cross-listed course with 

relevant content.  Housekeeping to remove old courses. 
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FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES 
 
 
 
 
 

UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM REPORT TO 
UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 

 
 
 
 

FOR THE 2025-2026 UNDERGRADUATE CALENDAR 
 
 
 
 

October 9, 2024  
 
 
 
 
 

APPROVED BY THE HEALTH SCIENCES EDUCATION 
COUNCIL November 13, 2024 

 
APPROVED BY THE FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL November 13, 2024  
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Updated Concurrent Certificates  
 

Concurrent Certificate in Health Humanities and Social Sciences  

The Concurrent Certificate in Health Humanities & Social Sciences (HHSS Certificate) is 
designed to provide students from many disciplines with an interest in the health humanities and 
social sciences with an opportunity to develop an academic focus in this area, with the HHSS 
Certificate serving to recognize that they have gained core knowledge in this area through their 
coursework. For these purposes, HHSS is understood as the application of creative or fine arts 
(art, music, performing arts) and humanities and social sciences disciplines (eg. literary studies, 
languages, law, history, philosophy, religion, sociology, anthropology, etc.) to discuss, express, 
understand, or promote human health and well-being.  

Certificate Requirements  

Any student in an undergraduate program at McMaster may declare the HHSS Certificate at the 
time of graduation provided that they satisfy the following requirements:  

Note  

• Transfer credits or substitutions may be considered for credit toward the HHSS 
Certificate by submitting a request to the Assistant Dean - BHSc  
(Hons) Honours Health Sciences Program.  

 

Certificate of Professional Learning, Adult Critical Care Nursing 

Maximum Credit Toward Degree Studies - up to 6 units pending approval of the student’s faculty 
office. These 6 units may include Nursing 4CC3 (Foundations of Adult Critical Care Nursing) 
and/or Nursing 4AC3 (Advanced Adult Critical Care Nursing). 

This program explores the subject of adult critical care nursing. Foundational and advanced 
elements of patient care will be addressed, including an integrated practicum with a nursing 
preceptor in critical care. The current context of health care, specifically in intensive care or highly 
unpredictable, acute clinical settings, necessitates greater knowledge and understanding of the 
nursing role, as well as team collaboration. The curricular content in this program integrates both 
entry to practice and critical care competencies. As such, the program has been developed to 
support level 4 BScN learners who are placed in critical care settings or post-licensure, registered 
nurses (R.N.). The applicable requisites for each course are noted in the descriptions.  

NURSING 4CC3 - Foundations of Adult Critical Care Nursing 

3 unit(s) 
 This course focuses on the application of critical care nursing concepts. A health system 
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perspective will be used to understand the care of adult patients requiring intensive care and 
monitoring. Students will integrate comprehensive physical assessments, data collection, 
interpretation and clinical reasoning to guide the care of these patients. Nursing and 
interprofessional team interventions will be discussed each week, while providing person-
centered care for patients and family.  
Seminar/simulation (three hours); one term 
Pre-requisite(s): Registration in level 4 of any Stream of the B.Sc.N Program or as a returning 
student. 
Co-requisite(s): Nursing 4J07 or 4K10 with a placement in adult critical care or returning 
student with RN licensure.   
  

NURSING 4AC3 - Advanced Adult Critical Care Nursing 

3 unit(s) 
 This course builds on critical care concepts introduced in 4CC3. Care of critically ill patients, 
including those with unstable health conditions, emergent complications and multi-organ failure 
will be discussed. Psychomotor skills will be integrated as they relate to advanced life support, 
hemodynamic monitoring, fluid resuscitation and pharmacological management. Care 
prioritization and team communication will be addressed. 
Seminar/simulation (three hours); one term 
Pre-requisite(s): N4CC3 and registration in level 4 of any Stream of the B.Sc.N Program or as a 
returning student. 
Co-requisite(s): Nursing 4K10 with a placement in adult critical care or returning student 
with RN registration. 
  

NURSING 4IP6 - Integrated Adult Critical Care Practicum 

6 unit(s) 
 As an applied professional practice course, students will focus on the integration of knowledge, 
skills and judgment related to care and management of critically ill patients. Students are 
individually placed in intensive care settings and work alongside a preceptor. Person-centered 
care, leadership at the bedside, and team communication are integral to the nursing role.  
Professional practice (240 hours); one term 
 Prerequisite(s): N4CC3, N4AC3 and registration as a returning student with RN licensure.   
  
Rationale: new theoretical and practicum courses to address significant gaps in nursing critical 
care. Hospital partners have advocated for the development of these courses, with critical care 
nurses involved in the delivery of content and student preceptorship. 
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To:               Dr. Aaron Schat, Chair, Joint Committee on Certificates, Diplomas and Microcredentials  

               Committee  

From:    Dr. Lorraine Carter, Director, McMaster Continuing Education (MCE)  

Re:  Closure of Science of Cannabis Certificate of Professional Learning  

Date:   November 8, 2024  

 

Effective May 1, 2025, McMaster Continuing Education (MCE) plans to close the Science of Cannabis 
Certificate of Professional Learning.  
 
This program was launched in partnership with the Peter Boris Centre for Addictions Research and the 
DeGroote Centre for Medicinal Cannabis Research in 2019. The reason for closing this program is two-
fold: enrolment trends show a consistent decline over the last few years, and the economic decline of 
the cannabis industry has not recovered and has severely impacted demand for this kind of academic 
program. 
 
The program was paused for new student entry as of January 2024. Existing students were advised in 
several communications that they had until the end of Fall 2024 to complete any outstanding courses 
for the three-course Certificate of Professional Learning.  
 
All actions and this decisions have been taken in consultation with Dr. James MacKillop with the Peter 
Boris Centre for Addictions Research and the DeGroote Centre for Medicinal Cannabis Research.  
 

 

  Sincerely, 
 

 

Lorraine Carter   

Director, McMaster Continuing Education 

 

CC.  Dan Piedra, Dr. James MacKillop, Christie McGaghran 
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Gilmour Hall, Room 210 

1280 Main Street West,  

Hamilton, ON L8S 4L8 

(905) 525-9140 x 24337 

board@mcmaster.ca  

senate@mcmaster.ca 

secretariat.mcmaster.ca 

 
Report to the Undergraduate Council  

from the  
Curriculum & Admissions Committee  

 
FOR APPROVAL 
 

1. Addenda to Curriculum Revisions for the 2025-2026 and 2026-
2027 Undergraduate Calendars 

 
At the meeting held on February 4, 2025, the Curriculum and Admissions 
Committee approved, for recommendation to Undergraduate Council, the addenda 
to curriculum revisions contained in the following reports for inclusion in the 2025-
2026 and 2026-2027 Undergraduate Calendars. All minor curriculum addenda 
will be encompassed in the omnibus motion, motion 3. 

 
a. Faculty of Engineering 

 
• Revision of Admissions into First-Year Programs in Engineering and 

Integrated Biomedical Engineering Health Sciences (IBEHS) for the 
2026-2027 Undergraduate Calendar 

 
b. Faculty of Health Sciences 

 
• No major revisions 

       
c. Office of the Registrar 

 
• Revisions to Admission Requirements, Application Procedures and 

the General Academic Regulations, including to the Letter of 
Permission (LoP) language in the calendar 

• Minor revisions to the sessional dates 
 

It is recommended, 
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Faculty of Engineering 
 
Motion 1: 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to the 
Senate, the proposed admissions revisions into First-Year Programs in 
Engineering and Integrated Biomedical Engineering Health Sciences 
(IBEHS), as recommended by the Faculty of Engineering for inclusion in 
the 2026-2027 Undergraduate Calendar, as circulated. 
 
All other curriculum addenda are included in the omnibus motion, Motion 3 
 
Faculty of Health Sciences 

 
All curriculum addenda are included in the omnibus motion, Motion 3. 

 
 

Office of the Registrar 
 
Motion 2: 
that the Undergraduate Council approve the revisions to Admission 
Requirements, Application Procedures and the General Academic 
Regulations, including the updated Letter of Permission (LoP) language 
and the 2025-2026 Sessional Dates, as proposed by the Office of the 
Registrar for inclusion in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Calendar, and as 
circulated. 

 
Omnibus Motion 
 
Motion 3: 
that the Undergraduate Council approve the curriculum addenda 
proposed by the Faculties of Engineering and Health Sciences for 
inclusion in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Calendar, as circulated. 
 

 
 
 
 
Undergraduate Council 
For Approval 
February 25, 2025 
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FACULTY OF ENGINEERING 
 
 
 
 

UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM REPORT 
 

TO UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR THE 2025 - 26 CALENDAR 
 
 
 

Approval on January 14, 2025 Faculty Meeting 
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FACULTY OF ENGINEERING CURRICULUM REVISIONS FOR 2025-26  
Addendum 

 
 

FACULTY OF ENGINEERING (GENERAL) 
 
 

Curriculum Change Proposal for 2026-2027 Undergraduate Calendar 
 
Revision of Admissions into First-Year Programs in Engineering and Integrated Biomedical Engineering Health Sciences 
(IBEHS) 
 
Effective Date: Entry into level 1 of these programs September 2027  
(changes made in the 2026-27 Undergraduate Calendar) 
 
Summary: 
Level 1 programs in Engineering 1, and Integrated Biomedical Engineering Health Sciences 1, introducing revised "Track One" 
level 1 programs alongside direct-entry options into discipline-specific programs.  
 
Rationale: 
In 2024, 69% of our B.Eng. and B.Eng.BME students were admitted to their first-choice program in Level 2—a trend that has 
persisted since at least 2000. However, a significant number of students remain disappointed with the programs they are assigned 
to.  
 
The proposed approach provides pathways for both: (i) students with a strong interest in a specific engineering discipline, allowing 
them to confidently choose McMaster Engineering with the assurance they can study their preferred field; and (ii) students who 
wish to explore various disciplines in Level 1 before deciding. The goal is to improve student satisfaction and experience, which 
impacts student retention. 
 
Specifically, we expect this change to reduce stress for Level 1 students in the Direct Entry stream by eliminating the need to 
compete for their program of choice in Level 2. Our data indicate that approximately 50% of students who accept offers to 
McMaster Engineering either apply without a clear preference for a discipline or change their intended discipline during Level 1. 
This proposal allows flexibility for these students to explore their options, while also providing assurance to those with strong 
preferences that they will be in their desired program. 
 
Course Changes: 
All programs will share the same common first-year courses. 
No changes to existing courses first year courses 
Same first-year courses for all programs 
 
Entry into 5-year Programs Engineering & Management, Engineering & Society entry will be in 
Level 2 upon completion of first year programs using current program allocation criteria of CGPA. 
 
Program Changes: 
Engineering 1 changes to: 
Engineering 1 – Track One, and 
Engineering 1 – Track One Co-op  
 
and  
 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering Health Sciences 1 changes to: 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering Health Sciences 1 – Track One, and 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering Health Sciences 1 - One Co-op 

 
Students will progress into discipline-specific Engineering or IBEHS programs in Level 2 using the current program allocation 

structure based on CGPA 
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Free Choice remains the same for the top 5-10% of the incoming cohort for both Engineering 1 - Track One (Undeclared) and 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering Health Sciences 1 – Track One 

 
Direct Entry B.Eng./B.Eng.BioSci Programs: 
Engineering 1 - Chemical, Engineering 1 - Chemical Co-op 
Engineering 1 - Chemical Engineering and Bioengineering, Engineering 1 - Chemical Engineering and Bioengineering Co-op 
Engineering 1 - Civil Engineering, Engineering 1 - Civil Co-op 
Engineering 1 - Computer, Engineering 1 - Computer Co-op 
Engineering 1 - Electrical, Engineering 1 - Electrical Co-op 
Engineering 1 - Engineering Physics, Engineering 1 - Engineering Physics Co-op 
Engineering 1 - Materials, Engineering 1 - Materials Co-op 
Engineering 1 - Mechanical, Engineering 1 - Mechanical Co-op 
Engineering 1 - Mechatronics, Engineering 1 - Mechatronics Co-op 
Engineering 1 - Software, Engineering 1 - Software Co-op 
 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering Health Sciences:  
Health, Engineering Science and Entrepreneurship Specialization 1, Health, Engineering Science and Entrepreneurship 

Specialization 1 Co-op 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences 1 - Chemical and Biomedical, Integrated Biomedical Engineering and 

Health Sciences 1 - Chemical and Biomedical Co-op 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences 1 - Civil and Biomedical, Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health 

Sciences 1 - Civil and Biomedical Co-op 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences 1 - Engineering Physics and Biomedical, Integrated Biomedical 

Engineering and Health Sciences 1 - Engineering Physics and Biomedical Co-op 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences 1 - Electrical and Biomedical, Integrated Biomedical Engineering and 

Health Sciences 1 - Electrical and Biomedical Co-op 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences 1 - Materials and Biomedical, Integrated Biomedical Engineering and 

Health Sciences 1 - Materials and Biomedical Co-op 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences 1 - Mechanical and Biomedical, Integrated Biomedical Engineering and 

Health Sciences 1 - Mechanical and Biomedical Co-op 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences 1 - Mechatronics and Biomedical, Integrated Biomedical Engineering and 

Health Sciences 1 - Mechatronics and Biomedical Co-op 
Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences 1 - Software and Biomedical, Integrated Biomedical Engineering and 

Health Sciences 1 - Software and Biomedical Co-op 
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For Information only – not for voting 
Direct Entry Application Process: 
 
The OUAC site will make it clear that applicants may only submit ONE application to B.Eng. and/or ONE application for 
B.Eng.BME. Applicants can then select their program from a dropdown list; “Track One” would be a stream alongside the 
programs below for each of those applications: 
 
B.Eng./B.EngBioSci B.Eng.BME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Track One Track One 
 
When an application is complete, the applicant will receive an email from McMaster asking them to complete an online form 
ranking their second, third (and possibly fourth) programs they would like to be considered for (within the degree option they 
applied to). Note that applicants will not be obligated to choose additional programs. However, we will still be free to send 
reversion offers out to ensure programs are full. 
 
This only counts as one application in each of B.Eng./B.EngBioSci and B.Eng.BME, respectively with the OUAC. 
 
 

 
 
 

CHEMICAL ENGINEERING 
 

Chemical and Biomedical Engineering, Chemical and Biomedical Engineering Co-Op (B.Eng.BME)  

Admission to Level II IBEHS Programs  

Admission to either the B.H.Sc. (Honours) Health, Engineering Science and Entrepreneurship (HESE) specialization or 
the B.Eng.BME Biomedical Engineering (BME) specialization requires successful completion of all non-elective Level I 
IBEHS courses with a minimum Grade Point Average (GPA) of 4.0.   
All students who successfully complete the first year of the program will have a space in one of the two degree 
options.  As enrolment is limited in each of the two degree options (HESE or BME), where there is more demand than 
spaces, competition will be based on first-year academic achievement. Note: BME is a five-year program, while 
HESE is a four-year program (effective September 2022).  
Entry into the five-year Honours Bachelor of Health Sciences (B.H.Sc. (Honours)), Health, Engineering Science & 
Entrepreneurship (HESE) program was last available in September 2022.  
Effective September 2023, Level I students interested in the B.H.Sc. (Honours) HESE program will apply for the four-
year program.  
Students who enrolled in the five-year B.H.Sc. (Honours) HESE program prior to September 2022 and are not 
scheduled to graduate in June 2022, are given the choice to remain in the five-year program or transfer into the four-
year B.H.Sc. (Honours) HESE program.  
Students seeking admission to the BME specialization will be admitted to one of eight Level II Engineering programs 
(Chemical, Civil, Electrical, Engineering Physics, Materials, Mechanical, Mechatronics, or Software).  Admission to a 
Level II Engineering program is guaranteed for all students who meet the general progress requirements.  All 
engineering programs have limited enrolment; should there be more applicants than the limiting number in any 
program, admission to that program will be based on GPA.  
Students who do not meet the requirements to proceed to Level II in May will have a Pending flag put on their 
allocation.  The Pending flag will be removed in August if the student completes the requirements over the summer.  
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Notes  

Students may choose to follow a stream of recommended technical elective courses.   
Process Systems Engineering (PSE) Stream:  
Required Courses: Three of CHEMENG 4H03, 4E03, 4G03, 4K03, and 4L03 (at least one PSE 
laboratory completed). Other courses may be substituted with permission of the Department 
Chair.  
Polymer Materials and Manufacturing (PMM) Stream:  
Required Courses: Three of CHEMENG 3Q03, 4B03, 4H03, 4X03, 4Z03; and 4L03 (at least one 
PMM laboratory completed). Other courses may be substituted with permission of the Department 
Chair.  
Sustainable Energy and Environmental Technologies (SEET) Stream:   
Required Courses: Three of CHEMENG 4A03 (or 3TP6), 4M03 (or 3TP6), 3TP6, 4EC3, 4L03 (at 
least one SEET laboratory completed) and one of ENGINEER 4V04 or CIVENG 4V04. Other 
courses may be substituted with permission of the Department Chair.  

As well as completing the academic requirements as specified in this Calendar, students in a Co-op 
program must complete IBEHS 1EE0. IBEHS 2EC0 will be added to the academic record for each 4-month 
work term.  
Students enrolled in the Integrated Biomedical Engineering & Health Sciences (IBEHS) program may take 
up to 8-units of research project or independent study courses. A full listing can be found on the IBEHS 
website.  
Students enrolled in a B.Eng.BME program wishing to enroll in a research project or independent study 
course will require a faculty member supervisor or co-supervisor with an appointment at McMaster 
University.  

Requirements  

Level IV: 36-37 Units  

14 units  

13 units  

HTHSCI 3G03 - Critical Appraisal of the Health Literature  
IBEHS 4B03 - Biomechanics  
IBEHS 4F04 - Biomedical Instrumentation and Measurement  
IBEHS 4P04 - Health Solutions Design Projects IV: Economics and Project Management  
IBEHS 4P03 - Health Solutions Design Projects IV: Decision Making and Project Management  

10 units  

11 units  

CHEMENG 3I03 - Data Acquisition and Analysis  
CHEMENG 3L03 - Intermediate Laboratory Skills  
CHEMENG 3P04 - Process Control  
CHEMENG 3U04 – Unit Operations  

3 units  

from  
CHEMENG 3BK3 - Bio-Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 3BM3 - Bioseparations Engineering  
CHEMENG 4A03 - Energy Systems Engineering  
CHEMENG 4B03 - Polymer Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 4EC3 - Electrochemistry and Electrochemical Engineering  
CHEMENG 4H03 - Big Data Methods and Modeling in Chemical and Materials Engineering  
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CHEMENG 4K03 - Reactor Design for Heterogeneous Systems: Principles and machine learning 
perspective  
CHEMENG 4M03 - Industrial Separation Processes  
CHEMENG 4T03 - Applications of Chemical Engineering in Medicine  
CHEMENG 4TA3 A/B – Research and Practice in Engineering Education  
CHEMENG 4X03 - Polymer Processing  
CHEMENG 4Z03 - Interfacial Engineering  

3 units  

from  
IBEHS 4D03 - Introduction to Medical Imaging  
IBEHS 4M03 - Biomaterials and Tissue Engineering  
IBEHS 4QZ3 - Modelling of Biological Systems  
IBEHS 4XC3 - Experimental and Computational Biomechanics  
IBEHS 4Y03 - Applications of Chemical Engineering in Medicine  

3-4 units  

Approved IBEHS Technical Elective  

3 units  

from  
CHEM 3I03 - Industrial Chemistry  
CHEMBIO 2A03 - Introduction to Bio-Analytical Chemistry  
CHEMBIO 3BM3 - Implanted Biomaterials  
CHEMENG 3Q03 - Introduction to Polymer Science  

Chemical Engineering and Bioengineering, Chemical Engineering and Bioengineering Co-op (B.Eng.Biosci.)  

Admission to Level II Engineering Programs  

Admission to Level II Engineering programs requires completion of all 31 units of required Engineering I courses. 
Students must maintain a Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) of 4.0. All programs have limited enrolment; should 
there be more applicants than the limiting number in any program, admission to that program will be based on the 
student's Cumulative Grade Point Average.  
Admission to a B.Eng. Management program is competitive and will be based on cumulative Grade Point Average. 
Students are required to complete ECON 1B03 - Introductory Microeconomics with a minimum grade of 5.0.    
Students seeking admission to the Engineering and Management program, or the Engineering and Society program 
must first be admitted to the relevant department. Thereafter, they will be considered for admission to one of these two 
programs.  

Note  

Students may choose to follow a stream of recommended technical elective courses.   
Process Systems Engineering (PSE) Stream:  
Required Courses: Three of CHEMENG 4H03, 4E03, 4G03, 4K03, and 4L03 (at least one PSE 
laboratory completed). Other courses may be substituted with permission of the Department 
Chair.  
Polymer Materials and Manufacturing (PMM) Stream:  
Required Courses: Three of CHEMENG 3Q03, 4B03, 4H03, 4X03, 4Z03; and 4L03 (at least one 
PMM laboratory completed). Other courses may be substituted with permission of the Department 
Chair.  
Sustainable Energy and Environmental Technologies (SEET) Stream:  
Required Courses: CHEMENG 4A03, 4M03, 4L03 (at least one SEET laboratory completed) and 
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one of ENGINEER 4V04 or CIVENG 4V04. Other courses may be substituted with permission of 
the Department Chair.  

As well as completing the academic requirements as specified in this Calendar, students in a Co-op 
program must complete ENGINEER 1EE0. ENGINEER 2EC0 will be added to the academic record for 
each 4-month work term.  

Requirements  

Level IV: 34-35 Units  

13 units  

CHEMENG 3BK3 - Bio-Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 3BM3 - Bioseparations Engineering  
CHEMENG 3P04 - Process Control  
CHEMENG 4L03 - Advanced Laboratory Skills  

6 units  

BIOCHEM 3G03 - Proteins and Nucleic Acids  
BIOCHEM 3LT3 - Fundamental and Applied Biochemical Techniques  

3 units  

ENGINEER 4A03 - Ethics, Equity and Law in Engineering  

3 units  

from  
CHEM 3I03 - Industrial Chemistry  
CHEMBIO 2A03 - Introduction to Bio-Analytical Chemistry  
CHEMBIO 3BM3 - Implanted Biomaterials  
CHEMENG 3Q03 - Introduction to Polymer Science  

3 units  

MATLS 3J03 - Statistical Methods for Materials Engineers  

3 units  

approved complementary studies electives  

3-4 units  

approved technical electives from biosciences or bioengineering  

Level V: 35-37 Units  

10 units  

CHEMENG 4N04 - Engineering Economics and Problem Solving  
CHEMENG 4W06 A/B - Chemical Plant Design and Capstone Project  

15-16 units  
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from  
CHEMENG 4A03 - Energy Systems Engineering  
CHEMENG 4B03 - Polymer Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 4E03 - Digital Computer Modern Methods for Process Control  
CHEMENG 4EC3 - Electrochemistry and Electrochemical Engineering  
CHEMENG 4G03 - Optimization in Chemical Engineering  
CHEMENG 4H03 - Big Data Methods and Modeling in Chemical and Materials Engineering  
CHEMENG 4K03 - Reactor Design for Heterogeneous Systems: Principles and machine learning 
perspective  
CHEMENG 4M03 - Industrial Separation Processes  
CHEMENG 4TA3 A/B – Research and Practice in Engineering Education  
CHEMENG 4X03 - Polymer Processing  
CHEMENG 4Y04 A/B - Senior Independent Project  
CHEMENG 4Z03 - Interfacial Engineering  
ENGINEER 4EX3 A/B - Experiential Engineering Design  

4 units  

CIVENG 4V04 - Biological Aspects of Wastewater Treatment  

3-4 units  

approved technical electives from biosciences or bioengineering  

3 units  

approved complementary studies electives  

  

Chemical Engineering and Management, Chemical Engineering and Management Co-op (B.Eng.Mgt.)  

 
 Requirements 

Level IV: 34-37 Units (2025-2026 and 2026-2027 ONLY)  

4 units  

CHEMENG 3P04 - Process Control  

3 units  

MATLS 3J03 - Statistical Methods for Materials Engineers  

6 units  

from  
CHEMENG 3BK3 - Bio-Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 3BM3 - Bioseparations Engineering  
CHEMENG 4A03 - Energy Systems Engineering  
CHEMENG 4B03 - Polymer Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 4EC3 - Electrochemistry and Electrochemical Engineering  
CHEMENG 4H03 - Big Data Methods and Modeling in Chemical and Materials Engineering  
CHEMENG 4K03 - Reactor Design for Heterogeneous Systems: Principles and machine learning 
perspective  
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CHEMENG 4M03 - Industrial Separation Processes  
CHEMENG 4T03 - Applications of Chemical Engineering in Medicine  
CHEMENG 4TA3 A/B – Research and Practice in Engineering Education  
CHEMENG 4X03 - Polymer Processing  
CHEMENG 4Z03 - Interfacial Engineering  
ENGINEER 4EX3 A/B - Experiential Engineering Design  

   
Note: Only one course from List B (Chem Eng Sci/Math courses) can be taken over the course of the 
program.  

9 units  

COMMERCE 2FB3 - Managerial Finance  
COMMERCE 3MC3 - Applied Marketing Management  
COMMERCE 4QA3 - Operations Modelling and Analysis  

3 units  

ENGINEER 4A03 - Ethics, Equity and Law in Engineering  

3-6 units  

CHEM 2E03 - Introductory Organic Chemistry  
or both  

CHEM 2OA3 - Organic Chemistry I and    
CHEM 2OB3 - Organic Chemistry II  

3 units  

from  
BIOCHEM 2EE3 - Metabolism and Physiological Chemistry  
CHEM 3I03 - Industrial Chemistry  
CHEMBIO 2A03 - Introduction to Bio-Analytical Chemistry  
CHEMBIO 3BM3 - Implanted Biomaterials  
CHEMENG 3Q03 - Introduction to Polymer Science  

3 units  

ENGNMGT 4A03 - Innovation Driven Project Development and Management  

Level IV: 37 Units (EFFECTIVE 2027-2028)  

4 units  

CHEMENG 3P04 - Process Control  

3 units  

MATLS 3J03 - Statistical Methods for Materials Engineers  

6 units  

from  
CHEMENG 3BK3 - Bio-Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 3BM3 - Bioseparations Engineering  
CHEMENG 4A03 - Energy Systems Engineering  
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CHEMENG 4B03 - Polymer Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 4EC3 - Electrochemistry and Electrochemical Engineering  
CHEMENG 4H03 - Big Data Methods and Modeling in Chemical and Materials Engineering  
CHEMENG 4K03 - Reactor Design for Heterogeneous Systems: Principles and machine learning 
perspective  
CHEMENG 4M03 - Industrial Separation Processes  
CHEMENG 4T03 - Applications of Chemical Engineering in Medicine  
CHEMENG 4TA3 A/B – Research and Practice in Engineering Education  
CHEMENG 4X03 - Polymer Processing  
CHEMENG 4Z03 - Interfacial Engineering  
ENGINEER 4EX3 A/B - Experiential Engineering Design  

   
Note: Only one course from List B (Chem Eng Sci/Math courses) can be taken over the course of the 
program.  

9 units  

COMMERCE 2FB3 - Managerial Finance  
COMMERCE 3MC3 - Applied Marketing Management  
COMMERCE 4QA3 - Operations Modelling and Analysis  

3 units  

ENGINEER 4A03 - Ethics, Equity and Law in Engineering  

3 units  

CHEM 2E03 - Introductory Organic Chemistry  

3 units  

from  
BIOCHEM 2EE3 - Metabolism and Physiological Chemistry  
CHEM 3I03 - Industrial Chemistry  
CHEMBIO 2A03 - Introduction to Bio-Analytical Chemistry  
CHEMBIO 3BM3 - Implanted Biomaterials  
CHEMENG 3Q03 - Introduction to Polymer Science  

3 units  

ENGNMGT 4A03 - Innovation Driven Project Development and Management  

3 units  

from  
ECON 1BB3 - Introductory Macroeconomics  
Commerce electives selected from Level III or IV Commerce  

Level V: 37-39 Units  

Level V: 34-39 Units  

13 units  

CHEMENG 4L03 - Advanced Laboratory Skills  
CHEMENG 4N04 - Engineering Economics and Problem Solving  

Page 40 of 181



Faculty of Engineering:  2025 - 26 Undergraduate Curriculum Report Page 11 
 

CHEMENG 4W06 A/B - Chemical Plant Design and Capstone Project  

6 units  

COMMERCE 2BC3 - Human Resource Management and Labour Relations  
COMMERCE 4PA3 - Business Policy: Strategic Management  

6-7 units  

from  
CHEMENG 3BK3 - Bio-Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 3BM3 - Bioseparations Engineering  
CHEMENG 4A03 - Energy Systems Engineering  
CHEMENG 4B03 - Polymer Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 4E03 - Digital Computer Modern Methods for Process Control  
CHEMENG 4EC3 - Electrochemistry and Electrochemical Engineering  
CHEMENG 4G03 - Optimization in Chemical Engineering  
CHEMENG 4H03 - Big Data Methods and Modeling in Chemical and Materials Engineering  
CHEMENG 4K03 - Reactor Design for Heterogeneous Systems: Principles and machine learning 
perspective  
CHEMENG 4M03 - Industrial Separation Processes  
CHEMENG 4T03 - Applications of Chemical Engineering in Medicine  
CHEMENG 4TA3 A/B – Research and Practice in Engineering Education  
CHEMENG 4X03 - Polymer Processing  
CHEMENG 4Y04 A/B - Senior Independent Project  
CHEMENG 4Z03 - Interfacial Engineering  
ENGINEER 4EX3 A/B - Experiential Engineering Design  

   
Note: Only one course from List B (Chem Eng Sci/Math courses) can be taken over the course of the program  

3 units  

ENGNMGT 5B03 - Engineering and Management Capstone  

6 units  

3-6 units  

Commerce electives selected from Level III or IV Commerce  

3-4 units  

Level III or IV technical electives from approved List A or permission of the Department of Chemical 
Engineering  

  

 

Chemical Engineering and Society, Chemical Engineering and Society Co-op (B.Eng.Society)  

Requirements  

Level IV: 34 Units  

4 units  
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CHEMENG 3P04 - Process Control  

3 units  

MATLS 3J03 - Statistical Methods for Materials Engineers  

9 units  

from  
CHEMENG 3BK3 - Bio-Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 3BM3 - Bioseparations Engineering  
CHEMENG 4A03 - Energy Systems Engineering  
CHEMENG 4B03 - Polymer Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 4EC3 - Electrochemistry and Electrochemical Engineering  
CHEMENG 4H03 - Big Data Methods and Modeling in Chemical and Materials Engineering  
CHEMENG 4K03 - Reactor Design for Heterogeneous Systems: Principles and machine learning 
perspective  
CHEMENG 4M03 - Industrial Separation Processes  
CHEMENG 4T03 - Applications of Chemical Engineering in Medicine  
CHEMENG 4TA3 A/B – Research and Practice in Engineering Education  
CHEMENG 4X03 - Polymer Processing  
CHEMENG 4Z03 - Interfacial Engineering  
ENGINEER 4EX3 A/B - Experiential Engineering Design  

   
Note: Only one course from List B (Chem Eng Sci/Math courses) can be taken over the course of the program  

3 units  

from  
BIOCHEM 2EE3 - Metabolism and Physiological Chemistry  
CHEM 3I03 - Industrial Chemistry  
CHEMBIO 2A03 - Introduction to Bio-Analytical Chemistry  
CHEMENG 3Q03 - Introduction to Polymer Science  

9 units  

ENGSOCTY 3X03 - Inquiry in an Engineering Context II  
ENGSOCTY 3Y03 - Technology and Society  
ENGSOCTY 3Z03 - Preventive Engineering: Environmental Perspectives  

6 units  

Engineering and Society focus electives  

 

 

Chemical Engineering, Chemical Engineering Co-op (B.Eng.)  

Level IV: 34-36 units  

13 units  

CHEMENG 4L03 - Advanced Laboratory Skills  
CHEMENG 4N04 - Engineering Economics and Problem Solving  
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CHEMENG 4W06 A/B - Chemical Plant Design and Capstone Project  

3 units  

ENGINEER 4A03 - Ethics, Equity and Law in Engineering  

15-16 units  

from  
CHEMENG 3BK3 - Bio-Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 3BM3 - Bioseparations Engineering  
CHEMENG 4A03 - Energy Systems Engineering  
CHEMENG 4B03 - Polymer Reaction Engineering  
CHEMENG 4E03 - Digital Computer Modern Methods for Process Control  
CHEMENG 4EC3 - Electrochemistry and Electrochemical Engineering  
CHEMENG 4G03 - Optimization in Chemical Engineering  
CHEMENG 4H03 - Big Data Methods and Modeling in Chemical and Materials Engineering  
CHEMENG 4K03 - Reactor Design for Heterogeneous Systems: Principles and machine learning 
perspective  
CHEMENG 4M03 - Industrial Separation Processes  
CHEMENG 4T03 - Applications of Chemical Engineering in Medicine  
CHEMENG 4TA3 A/B – Research and Practice in Engineering Education  
CHEMENG 4X03 - Polymer Processing  
CHEMENG 4Y04 A/B - Senior Independent Project  
CHEMENG 4Z03 - Interfacial Engineering  
ENGINEER 4EX3 A/B - Experiential Engineering Design  

   
Note: Only two courses from List B (Chem Eng Sci/Math courses) can be taken over the course of the 
program  

3-4 units  

Level III or IV technical electives from approved List A (Interdisciplinary engineering courses) or permission 
of the Department of Chemical Engineering  

 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS CHANGES: 

CHEMENG 3G04 - Chemical Process Design and Simulation  

4 unit(s)  
Chemical process simulations including models for heat exchangers, separators, reactors, heat integration, pressure 
handling, energy conversion, and other unit operations. Using process design and simulations to solve problems 
related to chemical processing, energy and sustainability.  
Three lectures, one tutorial (two hours); second term  
Prerequisite(s): CHEMENG 2E04 (or 3E04), CHEMENG 2F04, CHEMENG 3A04 and CHEMENG 3M04 (or 
CHEMENG 3TP6), CHEMENG 3D04 (or 3D03), CHEMENG 3M04, or permission from the Department  
 

CHEMENG 3L03 - Intermediate Laboratory Skills  

3 unit(s)  
Experiments and projects in heat transfer, thermodynamics, mass transfer and fluid mechanics with appropriate data 
analysis and report writing.  
Two lectures, one lab (three hours); second term  
Prerequisite(s): CHEMENG 2O04, CHEMENG 3D04 (or 3D03), and CHEMENG 3A04 (or CHEMENG 3TP6); or 
permission of the Department  
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CHEMENG 3P04 - Process Control  

4 unit(s)  
Transient behaviour of chemical processes. Theory and practice of automatic control. Introduction to computer process 
control.  
Three lectures, one tutorial (two hours); second term  
Prerequisite(s): MATH 2Z03 and MATH 2ZZ3, credit or registration in CHEMENG 2E04 (or 3E04), CHEMENG 2O04, 
CHEMENG 3A04 (or CHEMENG 3TP6), CHEMENG 3K04; or permission of the Department  
Antirequisite(s): IBEHS 4A03   

CHEMENG 4K03 - Reactor Design for Heterogeneous Systems: Principles and machine learning perspective  

3 unit(s)  
Handling reactor non-idealities such as presence of catalysts and non-ideal flow patterns. Analysis and design of 
reactors using a combination of first principles and machine learning data-driven methods.  
Three lectures; first term  
Prerequisite(s): CHEMENG 3K04 or permission of the department  

CHEMENG 4L03 - Advanced Laboratory Skills  

3 unit(s)  
Experiments and projects in transport phenomena, reaction kinetics, reactor design and process control with 
appropriate data analysis and report writing.  
One lab (three hours), two lectures; first term  
Prerequisite(s): CHEMENG 3L02, CHEMENG 3A04 and CHEMENG 3M04 (or CHEMENG 3TP6), and registration in 
Level IV or above of any Chemical Engineering program  

CHEMENG 4M03 - Industrial Separation Processes  

3 unit(s)  
Overview of industrial separation methods with focus on applications in the water and energy industries. Topics to be 
covered may include liquid-liquid extraction, adsorption, ion-exchange, sedimentation, filtration, and membrane 
technologies (ultrafiltration, reverse osmosis), with a particular emphasis on the fundamental phenomena and design 
principles for each topic.  
Two lectures, one tutorial (two hours); first term  
Prerequisite(s): CHEMENG 2O04, CHEMENG 3M04 (or CHEMENG 3TP6) or permission of the Department  

CHEMENG 4N04 - Engineering Economics and Problem Solving  

4 unit(s)  
Economic decision making with capital and operating cost estimation, taxation, depreciation, profitability, payback, net 
present value, interest rates and sensitivity analysis. Applications to design and operation of engineering systems, 
emphasizing safety, equipment performance, uncertainty, flexibility and troubleshooting. Students will work individually 
and in groups on problem-based projects.  
Three lectures, one tutorial (two hours); first term  
Prerequisite(s): CHEMENG 2O04, CHEMENG 3K04, CHEMENG 3M04 (or CHEMENG 3TP6), CHEMENG 3P04, 
CHEMENG 3G04 and registration in the final level of any Chemical Engineering program, or permission of the 
Department  
Antirequisite(s): ENGINEER 2B03, ENGINEER 3PX3   

CHEMENG 4T03 - Applications of Chemical Engineering in Medicine  

3 unit(s)  
Applications of chemical engineering principles to biological systems and medical problems including examples from 
engineered biomaterials, biomaterial-induced host body response, tissue engineering, 3D bioprinting, controlled drug 

Page 44 of 181



Faculty of Engineering:  2025 - 26 Undergraduate Curriculum Report Page 15 
 

delivery, and microfluidic systems.  
Three lectures; second term  
Prerequisite(s): CHEM 2E03&nbsp;& nbsp;or CHEM 2OA3; registration in Level III or above in any engineering 
program or registration in Level IV or above in the Integrated Biomedical Engineering & Health Sciences (IBEHS) 
Program; and or permission of the Department  
Cross-listed: IBEHS 4Y03   

CHEMENG 4X03 - Polymer Processing  

3 unit(s)  
Advancing the principles of laminar fluid mechanics by application to the field of polymer processing, stressing the 
development of models that describe flow in parallel and series. Focus is given to extrusion and injection molding. 
Examines the unique rheological properties of polymers and shows their impact on flow processes.  
Three lectures; second term  
Prerequisite(s): One of CHEMENG 3A04 (or CHEMENG 3TP6), MATLS 3E04 or MECHENG 3R03; CHEMENG 
2O04 or MECHENG 3O04; or permission of the Department  
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FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES 

 

CURRICULUM REVISIONS FOR 2025-26 
 

Addendum  

 

For a complete review of all changes, please refer to the November 2024 Faculty of Health Sciences 

Undergraduate Council for changes to the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Calendar, found at:  

2025-2026 FHS Academic Calendar Final Draft.pdf 

 

NEW PROGRAMS:  

None 

 

PROGRAM CLOSURES:  

None  

 

MAJOR CHANGES:  

None 
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FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES 

 

 

2025-2026 UNDERGRADUATE CURRICULUM REVISIONS  

 

 

Updated Concurrent Certificates (for information, will be submitted 

to the Joint Committee on Certificates, Diplomas and 

Microcredentials for approval) 

Concurrent Certificate in Health Humanities and Social Sciences  

The Concurrent Certificate in Health Humanities & Social Sciences (HHSS Certificate) is 

designed to provide students from many disciplines with an interest in the health humanities and 

social sciences with an opportunity to develop an academic focus in this area, with the HHSS 

Certificate serving to recognize that they have gained core knowledge in this area through their 

coursework. For these purposes, HHSS is understood as the application of creative or fine arts 

(art, music, performing arts) and humanities and social sciences disciplines (eg. literary studies, 

languages, law, history, philosophy, religion, sociology, anthropology, etc.) to discuss, express, 

understand, or promote human health and well-being.  

Certificate Requirements  

Any student in an undergraduate program at McMaster may declare the HHSS Certificate at the 

time of graduation provided that they satisfy the following requirements:  

Note  

• Transfer credits or substitutions may be considered for credit toward the HHSS 

Certificate by submitting a request to the Assistant Dean - BHSc  

(Hons) Honours Health Sciences Program.  

Faculty of Health Sciences  

Course Cancellations 

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Program(s) reserves the right to cancel courses on short 

notice. 

Students will be notified of the cancellation as soon as possible through official communication 

channels (e.g., email, student portal). 
 

In such circumstances, the Program(s) will provide an alternative ensuring students are still able 

to meet course requisites, and program progression can be achieved in a timely manner. The 

Program(s) will make every effort to provide alternative arrangements for affected students. In 
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case of placement cancellation, possible alternatives may include virtual simulations, alternative 

clinical opportunities, or rescheduling placements to a later date. 

 

Rationale: Housekeeping. Meaning of the deleted sentence is already conveyed above. 

 

1. Honours Bachelor of Health Sciences in Biochemistry Programs 

2. New Courses: One  

BIOCHEM 1MM3 – From Molecules to Medicine: Unlocking Biochemical Secrets in Health  

3 unit(s)  

Two lectures, one term  

In this course students will embark on a journey through the molecular mysteries that shape 

human health and provide a window into the world of biomedical science. The course will 

explore how tiny molecules and cells hold the keys to understanding and treating diseases. 

Content will be focused in three main areas: microbiology, metabolism, and cancer.  Topics 

include antibiotics, vaccines, and stem cells. Students will become familiar with biomedical 

research and how scientific discoveries are transforming medicine.  

Prerequisites: Registration in a Level I program.  Grade 12U Biology recommended but not 

required.  

  

Rationale: This level I, open elective is to introduce students to the field of biochemistry and 

biomedical sciences. By exploring real-world applications students will gain critical insights into 

how biochemical and biomedical discoveries are being leveraged in human health and disease.    

 

2. Revisions to Existing Courses 

BIOCHEM 4E03 - Gene Regulation in Stem Cells and Development  

3 unit(s)  

Mechanisms of gene regulation, emerging concepts in transcriptional regulation, fundamental 

aspects of stem cell biology, gene expression in cancer, clinical applications of human stem 

cells. This course will explore elements of the biochemistry and molecular controls of human 

cells using both cancer and human stem cells to illustrate key differences in human medicine and 

biology from other systems. Given the human-focused lens, course content will also include 

social, ethical, and commercial aspects as it relates to human health using stem cells for 

regenerative medicine and cancer therapy in patients.  

Three hours; one term  

Prerequisite(s): BIOCHEM 2B03; or one of MOLBIOL 3B03, 3M03; or HTHSCI 2D06 A/B or 

HTHSCI 2E03; or ISCI 2A18 A/B  

  

Rationale: Redesign of ISCI 2A18 A/B has resulted in the removal of biochemistry content. As a 

result, and ISCI 2A18 A/B will no longer be a prerequisite for upper-level BIOCHEM 

courses.  All notes mentioning credit or registration in ISCI 2A18 A/B in BIOCHEM courses will 

be removed. Students in Honours Integrated Science programs will now be eligible to register 

for introductory BIOCHEM courses if they otherwise hold the proper prerequisites. The 
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description has been updated to clarify course content and more accurately reflect what is 

currently being taught. Housekeeping.  

 

BIOCHEM 4J03 - Immunological Principles in Practice  

3 unit(s)  

This advanced course applies problem-based learning to immunological problems. Topics 

concern development of immunoassays, resistance to infection and immunity in health and 

disease.  

Three hours, one term.  

Prerequisite(s): HTHSCI 3I03 or BIOTECH 3IV3; or permission of the instructor  

Antirequisite(s): MOLBIOL 4J03  

Cross-list(s): HTHSCI 4J03  

This course is administered by the Bachelor of Honours Health Sciences (Honours) Program.  

  

Rationale: Updated to reflect HTHSCI 4J03 prerequisites.   
 

 

5. Revisions to Program and Academic Regulations:  

Minor in Impact of Infectious Disease on Individuals and Society  
Thematic Course Lists  
Theme 1: Disease, Pandemics, Public Health 

• ANTHROP 2HI3 - Medical Anthropology 

• ANTHROP 2U03 - Plagues and People 

• ANTHROP 3BD3 - The Black Death  

• ANTHROP 4S03 - The Anthropology of Infectious Disease 

• BIOCHEM 3AB3 - Antibiotics are the Cornerstone of Medicine 

• BIOCHEM 3MI3 - Microbial Interactions 

• BIOCHEM 4H03 - Biotechnology and Drug Discovery 

• BIOCHEM 4J03 - Immunological Principles in Practice 

• BIOLOGY 2EE3 - Introduction to Microbiology and Biotechnology 

• BIOLOGY 3HD3 - Human Disasters 

• CHEM 2BC3 - Making Chemistry More Sustainable 

• CHEM 3RC3 - Radioisotopes in Medicine 

• CHEMBIO 3BM3 - Implanted Biomaterials 

• HLTHAGE 1ZZ3 - Inquiry: Introduction to Health and Society 

• HLTHAGE 2A03 - Research Methods in Health and in Aging I 

• HLTHAGE 2D03 - Continuum of Care 

• HTHSCI 1DT3 - Discover Immunology Today 

• HTHSCI 3I03 - Introductory Immunology 

• HTHSCI 3K03 - Principles of Virology 

• HTHSCI 3SB3 - Superbugs: Bacterial Antibiotic Resistance 

• HTHSCI 4II3 - Advanced Concepts in Immunology 

• HTHSCI 4J03 - Immunological Principles In Practice 

• HTHSCI 4MS3 - The Social Lives of Molecules 

• HTHSCI 4O03 - Principles of Virus Pathogenesis 
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• INDIGST 3H03 - Indigenous Medicine I: Philosophy 

• INDIGST 3HH3 - Indigenous Medicine II: Practical 

• LIFESCI 3Q03 - Global Human Health and Disease  

• LIFESCI 4U03 - Mechanisms of Disease  

• MOLBIOL 3O03 - Microbial Genetics 

• MOLBIOL 4P03 - Medical Microbiology 

• PHILOS 2U03 - Philosophy of Health and Medicine 

 

Theme 3: Community Involvement and Policy Development 
• ANTHROP 3Y03 - Indigenous Community Health and Wellbeing 

• CMST 1A03 - Introduction to Communication 

• CMST 2HM3 - Human Communication 

• CMST 3DJ3 - Digital Justice 

• ECON 2CC3 - Health Economics and its Application to Health Policy 

• HLTHAGE 2C03 - Health Economics and its Application to Health Policy 

• HTHSCI 3DD6 A/B - Engaging the City: An Introduction to Community-Based 

Research in Hamilton 

• HTHSCI 4CU3 - Cultural Competency in Health Sciences 

• HTHSCI 4ZZ3 - Global Health Advocacy 

• INDIGST 1A03 - Introduction to Indigenous Studies 

• INDIGST 2MM3 - Indigenous Ways of Knowing: Theory 

• INDIGST 3J03 - Government and Politics of Indigenous People 

• LIFESCI 3P03 - Communicating Science for Public Audiences  

• LIFESCI 3PP3 - Communicating Science for Professional Audiences  

• PHILOS 2G03 - Social and Political Issues 

• PHILOS 2YY3 - Ethics 

• PHILOS 3C03 - Advanced Bioethics 

• PHILOS 3GH3 - Global Health Ethics 

• POLSCI 2I03 - Global Politics 

• POLSCI 2U03 - Public Policy and Administration 

• POLSCI 3C03 - Government and Politics of Indigenous People 

• POLSCI 3PA3 - Politics of Pandemics 

• SCICOMM 3P03 - Science Communication in Life Sciences  

• SCICOMM 3PP3 - Communicating Science for Professional Audiences  

• SOCIOL 2R03 - Perspectives on Social Inequality 

• SOCIOL 2RR3 - Case Studies of Social Inequality 

• SOCIOL 2UU3 - Indigenous Ontologies and Ways of Knowing 

 

Rationale: Expansion of course lists to include additional thematically relevant courses. 

Additions provide students with more flexibility in completing the minor.   
 

 

1. Honours Health Sciences Program  

2. New Courses:  

HTHSCI 2CS3: Fundamentals of Cannabis Science  
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This course will provide students with an essential grounding in the science of cannabis, 

historical context, and its psychoactive effects in the brain.  Issues related to the use (and misuse) 

of cannabis, the nature of the genus Cannabis, its species, and its bioactive constituents (such as 

delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol and cannabidiol) will be considered.  

online; one term  

Prerequisites: Registration in Level II or above in any program.  

Rationale: This course already exists under McMaster Continuing Education; it is being 

included as an undergraduate course option as well in order to facilitate undergraduate student 

access to these courses. It is taught by faculty members in FHS in the Centre for Medicinal 

Cannabis Research. 

Rationale: Course was previously offered in McMaster Continuing Education.  Originally, the 

intention was to migrate it over to the HHSP, but based on further discussion it was determined 

that it was preferable not to migrate the existing course.  

 

HTHSCI 3CR3: Risks and Harms of Cannabis  

Cannabis is a psychoactive drug that is established to have a variety of risks and harms. This 

course will review the strength of evidence behind the different risks associated. Priority topics 

are impairment leading to accidents; cannabis misuse/cannabis use disorder; associations with 

anxiety, depression, and schizophrenia; effects of cannabis on cognition and brain development; 

adverse consequences for lung health; and evidence-based practices to reduce risk in the use of 

cannabis and in the treatment of cannabis use disorder.  

online; one term  

Prerequisites: Registration in Level II or above in any program.   

Rationale: This course already exists under McMaster Continuing Education; it is being 

included as an undergraduate course option as well in order to facilitate undergraduate student 

access to these courses. It is taught by faculty members in FHS in the Centre for Medicinal 

Cannabis Research. 

Rationale: Course was previously offered in McMaster Continuing Education.  Originally, the 

intention was to migrate it over to the HHSP, but based on further discussion it was determined 

that it was preferable not to migrate the existing course.  

 

HTHSCI: 3CS3: Therapeutic Applications of Cannabis  

Cannabis has been used for medicinal purposes for millennia, but the evidence supporting (and 

contradicting) its many applications has only emerged in the last few decades. This course will 

provide a grounding in the principles of evidence-based medicine and apply those principles to 

medical cannabis, systematically examine the evidence for using cannabis for treating a variety 

of pathological conditions, and consider future directions in novel cannabinoid medicines and 

novel treatment applications.  

online; one term  

Prerequisites: Registration in Level II or above in any program.  

Rationale: This course already exists under McMaster Continuing Education; it is being 

included as an undergraduate course option as well in order to facilitate undergraduate student 

access to these courses. It is taught by faculty members in FHS in the Centre for Medicinal 

Cannabis Research.  
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Rationale: Course was previously offered in McMaster Continuing Education.  Originally, the 

intention was to migrate it over to the HHSP, but based on further discussion it was determined 

that it was preferable not to migrate the existing course.  
 

4. Revision to Program and Academic Regulations 

Continuation in the Program  
Students who have a minimum GPA of 6.0 may continue in the program.  
 

If a GPA of 3.0 5.5 to 5.9 is obtained a student may remain in the program but will be placed on 

program probation for one reviewing period. A student may be on program probation only once.  
 

Students previously on program probation who achieve a GPA between 3.0 3.5 and 5.4, may 

transfer to the Honours Health Sciences General Program and, with permission, take Honours 

Health Sciences Program’s required courses (for which all course prerequisites have been met). 

Students in this situation must attend a mandatory preregistration academic advising session in the 

Honours Health Sciences Program office. Students who, at next review, achieve a GPA of at least 

5.5 may transfer to the Honours Health Sciences Program. Students who fail to meet the minimum 

requirements for transfer to Honours Health Sciences Program by the end of 90 units, must transfer 

to a non-Honours Health Sciences Program for which they he/she qualifyies or graduate with a 

B.H.Sc. Health Sciences Program three-year degree provided a minimum 3.5 GPA is achieved and 

all program requirements have been met.  

 

Students whose GPA is less than 3.0 at any academic review may not continue at the University.  
 

Rationale: Request from the Office of the Registrar to align the regulations here with the general 

academic regulations of the University.  

 

1. Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences (IBEHS) 

Program  

3. Revisions to Existing Courses  

IBEHS 3E03 - Fundamentals of Business Strategy  

3 unit(s)  

This course exposes students to the key business management skills and strategies needed to start 

a successful enterprise in Canada. Topics covered include: Start-up Financing, Marketing, 

Forecasting, Intellectual Property and Budgeting.  

Two lectures, one tutorial (one hour); fall term  

Prerequisite(s): IBEHS 2EE3  

Antirequisite(s): IBEHS 4E06 A/B, 3EE6 A/B  

Rationale: Removal of prerequisite to allow for more enrolment.  

IBEHS 3EE3 - Project Management  
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3 unit(s)  

This course introduces the fundamentals of project management. Through the use of modern 

project management tools and strategies, students will learn how to plan, develop and execute on 

a project effectively. The course covers project planning and selection strategies, project-based 

organizational culture, time and cost estimates, risk management, measurement and evaluation, 

agile project management and proper project closure.  

Two lectures, one tutorial (one hour); winter term  

Prerequisite(s): IBEHS 3E03  

Rationale: Removal of prerequisite to allow for more enrolment.  

 

1. Bachelor of Health Sciences (Honours) Integrated Rehabilitation 

and Humanities Program   

Course Lists  

Course List B (B.H.Sc. Health Sciences and Other Programs)  

• ANTHROP 2HE3 Heritage, Economy, and Ethics  

• ANTHROP 2HI3 Medical Anthropology  

• ANTHROP 2U03 Plagues and People  

• ANTHROP 2MA3 Art and Activism  

• ANTHROP 3ET3 Anthropology of Ethics  Ethics of Hope and Despair  

• ANTHROP 3HH3 Think Globally, Act Locally: Globalization, Social Justice, and 

Human Rights   

• ANTHROP 3Y03 Indigenous Community Health and Wellbeing  

• ARTSSCI 3GJ3 Global Justice Inquiry  

• ENVSOCTY 2HI3 Health and Place  

• GLOBALZN 3A03 Think Globally, Act Locally: Globalization, Social Justice, and 

Human Rights  

• HLTHAGE 2C03 Health Economics and its Application to Health Policy  

• HLTHAGE 2GG3 Mental Health and Society  

• HLTHAGE 2HI3&nbsp; Health & Place  

• HLTHAGE 2M03 Aging in Modern (and Post-Modern) Families  

• HLTHAGE 2N03 Treatment Within the World of Mental Illness: Desperation and 

Debate  

• HLTHAGE 3AB3 Kindred Spirits: Animals, Health and Society The Animal-Human 

Bond and Wellbeing   

• HLTHAGE 3D03 Perspectives on Disability, Chronic Illness and Aging  

• HLTHAGE 3E03 Ethical Issues in Health and Aging  

• HLTHAGE 3HP3 Population, Health and Aging  

• HLTHAGE 3K03 Social Determinants of Population Health in Canada  

• HLTHAGE 3M03 Approaches to Mental Health and Resilience  

• HLTHAGE 3N03 Aging and Mental Health  

• HLTHAGE 3R03 Health Inequalities  

• HLTHAGE 3S03 Global Health and Environmental Policy  
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• HLTHAGE 3T03 Health and Incarceration  

• HLTHAGE 3YY3 Indigenous Community Health and Wellbeing  

• HTHSCI 2AE3 Artistic Explorations of Community Issues  

• HTHSCI 2DS3 Global Health and the Complexities of Disease  

• HTHSCI 2T03 Sex, Gender, and Health  

• HTHSCI 3AH3 Indigenous Health  

• HTHSCI 3CC3 Theater for Development  

• HTHSCI 3DD6 A/B Engaging the City: An Introduction to Community-Based 

Research in Hamilton  

• HTHSCI 3DM3 Demystifying Medicine  

• HTHSCI 3DR3 Demystifying Research  

• HTHSCI 3EA3 Introduction to Expressive Arts Therapy  

• HTHSCI 3EE3 Biomedical Graphics  

• HTHSCI 3E03 Inquiry III: Advanced Inquiry in Health Sciences  

• HTHSCI 3HL3 Health Law: Current and Emerging Issues  

• HTHSCI 3L03 Introduction to Bioethics  

• HTHSCI 3MH3 Critical Examinations of Mental Health  

• HTHSCI 3MU3 Music, Health, and the Community  

• HTHSCI 3N03 Creative Writing in the Health Sciences  

• HTHSCI 3PH3 The Politics of Health  

• HTHSCI 3RH3 Racism and Health  

• HTHSCI 3WT3 What Trauma Teaches Us: Lessons from Listening  

• PSYCH 1F03 Survey of Psychology  

• PSYCH 1FF3 Survey of Biological Basis of Psychology  

• PSYCH 1N03 Introduction to Psychology, Neuroscience and Behaviour  

• PSYCH 1NN3 Foundations of Psychology, Neuroscience and Behaviour  

• PSYCH 1X03 Introduction to Psychology, Neuroscience and Behaviour  

• PSYCH 1XX3 Foundations of Psychology, Neuroscience and Behaviour  

• PSYCH 2AA3 Child Development  

• PSYCH 2B03 Personality  

• PSYCH 2H03 Human Learning and Cognition  

• PSYCH 2E03 Sensory Processes  

• PSYCH 2NF3 Clinical Neuropsychology  

• PSYCH 3BN3 Cognitive Neuroscience  

• PSYCH 3C03 Child Language Acquisition  

• PSYCH 3GG3 Essentials of Developmental Psychology  
 

Rationale: FSS made changes to course titles, amending here for uniformity across the 

calendar.    

 

1. Midwifery Education Program 

5. Revisions to Program and Academic Regulations:  

Admission Procedures and Requirements  
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Enrolment in the MEP is limited and highly competitive, and admission is by selection and 

reserved for candidates who meet all requirements and who satisfy the academic regulations of 

the university. Possession of the minimum requirements does not guarantee an offer of 

admission. It is recommended that applicants have completed at least one year of university 

prior to applying. All certified transcripts from secondary and post secondary education 

previously attended by external applicants must be forwarded to the Office of the Registrar. 

The application deadline is January 15 each year for the following September intake. All 

supporting documents must be submitted by February 1 of each year. Supporting documents 

received after February 1 will not be considered. Please note that all required courses must be 

completed, with final grades available on all official transcripts at the time of application 

(excluding current Secondary School students). All official transcripts must be submitted by the 

February 1 deadline. All documents submitted with the application become property of the 

university.  
  

Rationale: correcting spelling/grammar and adding emphasis and clarity.  

  

2. CASPerTM Test (computer based assessment for sampling personal characteristics) Casper 

Assessment  

All applicants to the MEP are required to complete this mandatory assessment as a 

component of the selection process (not applicable for Indigenous applicants). Applicants 

must complete a CASPerTM test a Casper assessment for McMaster Midwifery on one of the 

dates listed on the Casper/Acuity website to distribute results before February 1st.  

 

Rationale: Acuity has shared with the program that Casper test is 

discriminatory towards Indigenous applicants and it is not recommended for 

Indigenous applicants. Casper is also now referred to as Casper Assessment 

instead of CASPer test. Anyone who identifies as Indigenous through OUAC, 

identity survey or FIAP will be exempt from Casper assessment.  

  

It is the responsibility of the applicant to secure technical requirements including a reliable 

internet connection on their selected test  assessment date. No exceptions will be made for 

applicants who are unable to take CASPer Casper online due to unreliable internet 

connection caused by technical factors. Applicants may want to explore details of the 

requirements and the structure of this assessment at https://acuityinsights.app/casper/.  

  

Rationale: There is research that shows that Casper assessment favors non racialized 

applicants, could potentially disadvantage racialized applicants. Altus (who administer Casper) 

recommended that we discontinue the use of Casper with respect to indigenous applicants 

specifically while they pursue quality assurance research. The midwifery admissions committee 

didn’t feel comfortable continuing with Casper assessment given the details, doesn’t match our 

vision for equity.  

3. 2. Identity and Admission Survey  

All applicants must complete the mandatory survey as part of the application to the MEP and 

submit it, along with the other requirements, by the February 1 deadline. The purpose of this 

survey is to gather information to establish baseline data on 1) the diversity of the applicant 

pool, 2) candidates who are invited to the Multiple Mini Interviews (MMI), 3) candidates who 
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participate in the facilitated admission pathways, 4) candidates who receive an offer of 

admission to the program and 5) where candidates would choose to be placed during clinical 

placements in the province. The collected data will help the program to monitor progress over 

time with respect to the program's commitment to create a more equitable, diverse, and 

inclusive program through the admission process.  

The survey is comprised of three sections:  

i. demographic, social and economic questions,  

ii. the two facilitated admission processes, and  

iii. clinical placement region area preferences.  

  

The survey responses will not be used to determine an applicant's admission to the 

MEP. If admitted, responses to section 3 of the survey are used to determine 

students' geographical placement region area.  

  

It is recognized that applicants apply to the program with varying educational 

backgrounds. Applicants can fulfill the prerequisites  s courses required from through 

the following educational backgrounds pathways:  
  

Indigenous Applicants  

In accordance with the Self-Identification policy of the Faculty of Health Sciences, Indigenous 

(First Nations, Inuit and Métis) applicants who wish to apply to a program that has a Facilitated 

Indigenous Admissions Process (FIAP) must complete the supplementary Self-identification 

Application. Information on the policy, application requirements and the online application can 

be found at: https://ihll.mcmaster.ca/students/future-students/facilitated-admissions-self-

identification/#tab-content-applicationadmissions/self-identification.  

One self-identification application is used for all Faculty of Health Sciences programs that have a 

Facilitated Indigenous Admissions Process (FIAP). This application should only be completed 

once even if an applicant applied to multiple programs. Applicants identify the program(s) they 

applied to on the Self-identification Application. The applicant is responsible for ensuring the 

Self-identification Application is submitted by the application deadline(s) for the program(s) in 

addition to completing any other application requirements. Applicants applying to multiple 

Faculty of Health Sciences programs at the same time must complete the Self-identification 

Application by the application with the earliest application deadline.   

Indigenous applicants who wish to apply to the MEP through the FIAP are required to complete 

the Self-Identification Application and apply to the MEP by January 15 of the year in which they 

are applying. All appropriate transcripts from secondary and post-secondary education must be 

submitted to the Office of the Registrar by February 1.  

Applicants must meet the same minimum academic criteria for admission as set out for the 

general pool of candidates. Indigenous applicants are not required to complete the Casper 

assessment.   

Rationale: mentioned above under Casper assessment requirement.  

 

1. School of Nursing 
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3. Revisions to Existing Courses 

HTHSCI 3C04 2C03 - Research Appraisal and Utilization in Evidence Informed Decision 

Making  

4 3 unit(s)  

Introduction to quantitative and qualitative designs with a focus on critical appraisal of evidence 

and application to nursing practice and healthcare.  

Lecture/tutorial (three hours); one term  

Prerequisite(s): Minimum grade of C- in HTHSCI 2S03 and registration in the B.Sc.N. 

Accelerated (F) Stream; or minimum grade of C- in HTHSCI 2S03 and registration in the 

B.Sc.N. Post Diploma R.P.N. (E) Stream; or permission of the instructor  

Rationale: unit value adjusted to reflect current content delivery  

 
NURSING 3A04 - Clinical Reasoning in RN Practice for Post Diploma RPN Stream  

4 unit(s)  

This course focuses on the development of clinical reasoning and clinical judgment for RN 

practice. Clinical assessment and evidence informed decisions making skills are applied to 

simulated patients, virtual clinical scenarios and clinical simulation experiences.  

Seminar activities supported by clinical lab as applicable (four hours); one term  

Prerequisite(s): Minimum grade of C- in NURSING 2AA3, HTHSCI 2C06, 1RR2 1RR3 2RR3, 

2C03 3C04, Pass in NURSING 3CN3, 3QQ3, and registration in the B.Sc.N. Post Diploma 

R.P.N. (E) Stream  

Antirequisite(s): NURSING 2T04  

Co-requisite(s): NURSING 3RS3 or 3RT3  

Rationale: one unit adjustment for 3C04 as content is more reflective of a 3-unit course; minor 

adjustments as previously mentioned. 

 

NURSING 3NI3 - Introduction to Concepts in Northern and International Health  

3 unit(s)  

An introduction to the determinants of health in Northern and International contexts. This will be 

viewed through the lenses of historical development, political economy, and medical 

anthropology. Students will explore health barriers and potential inequalities within these 

contexts. This knowledge will inform future Northern or International clinical nursing 

placements.  

Lecture/seminar (three hours); one term  

Prerequisite(s): HTHSCI 1RR2 1RR3; and registration in Level 3 or above in any Stream of the 

B.Sc.N. Program or permission of the instructor  

Antirequisite(s): COLLAB 4H03, HTHSCI 4H03  

Rationale: removal of antirequisites. minor adjustments due to code changes; added anti-

requisite, previously missed 

 

Certificate of Professional Learning, Adult Critical Care Nursing  
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This program explores the subject of adult critical care nursing. Foundational and advanced 

elements of patient care will be addressed, including an integrated practicum with a nursing 

preceptor in critical care.   

NURSING 4CC3 - Foundations of Adult Critical Care Nursing  

3 unit(s)  

This course focuses on the application of critical care nursing concepts. A health system 

perspective will be used to understand the care of adult patients requiring intensive care and 

monitoring. Students will integrate comprehensive physical assessments, data collection, 

interpretation and clinical reasoning to guide the care of these patients. Nursing and 

interprofessional team interventions will be discussed each week, while providing person-

centered care for patients and family.   

Seminar/simulation (three hours); one term  

Pre-requisite(s): Registration in level 4 of any Stream of the B.Sc.N Program or as a returning 

student.  

Co-requisite(s): Nursing 4J07 or 4K10 with a placement in adult critical care or returning 

student with RN licensure.    

   

NURSING 4AC3 - Advanced Adult Critical Care Nursing  

3 unit(s)  

This course builds on critical care concepts introduced in 4CC3. Care of critically ill patients, 

including those with unstable health conditions, emergent complications and multi-organ failure 

will be discussed. Psychomotor skills will be integrated as they relate to advanced life support, 

hemodynamic monitoring, fluid resuscitation and pharmacological management. Care 

prioritization and team communication will be addressed.  

Seminar/simulation (three hours); one term  

Pre-requisite(s): N4CC3 and registration in level 4 of any Stream of the B.Sc.N Program or as a 

returning student.  

Co-requisite(s): Nursing 4K10 with a placement in adult critical care or returning student 

with RN registration.  

   

NURSING 4IP6 - Integrated Adult Critical Care Practicum  

6 unit(s)  

As an applied professional practice course, students will focus on the integration of knowledge, 

skills and judgment related to care and management of critically ill patients. Students are 

individually placed in intensive care settings and work alongside a preceptor. Person-centered 

care, leadership at the bedside, and team communication are integral to the nursing role.   

Professional practice (240 hours); one term  

Prerequisite(s): N4CC3, N4AC3 and registration as a returning student with RN licensure.    

   

Rationale: new theoretical and practicum courses to address significant gaps in nursing critical 

care. Hospital partners have advocated for the development of these courses, with critical care 

nurses involved in the delivery of content and student preceptorship.  
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Revisions to the Undergraduate Calendar 2025-2026 
Summary and Revision Justifications 
Office of the Registrar, February 2025 

 

Admission Requirements 

• Updated language for Midwifery I, Nursing I to remove Casper Assessment; added language to clarify 
Indigenous admission processes.  

• General housekeeping/language updates for Midwifery I and Nursing I in Other Categories of Admission to 
reflect Casper changes 

Application Procedures 

• General housekeeping updates (weblinks, number corrections) to supp app tables for some FHS Programs. 
Note these were included in the Faculty of Health Sciences’ Fall 2024 UGC submission and approved. They 
were omitted from the RO’s submission in January and are being included now.  
 

General Academic Regulations 

• Sessional Dates modification: Extension of the last date to withdraw without failure by default.   The date 
has been moved out 2 weeks in both the fall and winter terms.   No change to spring summer term.    

o Rationale: To allow students additional time to make this change themselves without the need to go 
to a FO. 

• Sessional Dates modification: correction to Winter 2026 test and exam restriction. It was previously noted to 
start on Thursday, April 1, 2026 but it begins on Wednesday, April 1, 2026 

• Removal of 18 unit maximum for LWD grades. 
o Rationale: Data shows the unit restriction often needs to be adjusted.   This ensures that Faculty 

Offices have the latitude to make these decisions without need for appeal documentation  
• Changes to Early Feedback language as a result of the above changes.  
• Updated language for Notice of Collection, Use and Disclosure Statement to reflect March 2023 revisions 
• General housekeeping for language updates from the Privacy Office (e.g. Adding “courses” to Late 

Withdrawal section for clarity)  
• Language updates to Minimum Requirements for Entering and Continuing in a Program Beyond Level 1 for 

the Arts & Science Program 
o Rationale: These slight changes to the standing regulations will primarily apply to students with a 

GPA of 3.5-5.4. They will allow students in this group who ultimately hope to apply for readmission 
to the Honours program to take required program courses (with permission), which will allow us to 
better discern if they will be able to succeed if readmitted. The changes will also permit students in 
the General program who are subsequently readmitted to the Honours program to stay on track 
with (at least some) required Honours program courses, thus making it possible to complete their 
degree within 4 years. This proposed revision will also bring Arts & Science more in line with other 
programs and allow students in the General Program to remain OSAP eligible.   
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Admission Requirements 
1. Admission from Secondary Schools 

All Level I programs have enrollment limits and admission is by selection. 

A. Ontario 

General Requirements (For all Level I Programs) 

To be considered for admission, an applicant must satisfy the general requirements of the university and the specific 

subject requirements for the program to which they applied plus any specified supplementary application/on-line 

assessment/audition/portfolio required by some programs at the university. 

If you are an applicant from an Ontario secondary school, you must meet the following minimum requirements: 

1. An Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) with acceptable standing; AND 

2. An overall average in completed Grade 12 U and/or M courses which meets or exceeds the minimum set by the 

specific program to which you applied; AND 

3. Satisfactory completion of six Grade 12 U and/or M courses including the subject requirements for your chosen 

program. 

Note: Co-op courses are not included in any admission average calculations. Music External (Conservatory) 4M is 

acceptable as a credit and the mark obtained can be included in the calculation of your admission average. Alternatively, 

you may submit certificates from a recognized conservatory of music in Grade 8 practical and Grade 2 theory to your 

secondary school for one Grade 12M credit. 

Admission Average Range 

The Admission Average Range used to determine eligibility is calculated using the best six Grade 12 U and/or M grades, 

including all required subjects. McMaster calculates averages to two decimal points and does not round up 

averages.  See Early Conditional Admission and Final Admission below for specific details. Estimated admission average 

ranges for our Level I Programs can be found at: http://future.mcmaster.ca under Admission Requirements. 

Conditional Admission 

Conditional admission may be granted annually to qualified applicants with strong academic standing. Conditional 

admission is based on: 
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1. Six appropriate midterm/interim Grade 12 U and/or M grades, OR 

2. At least three final Grade 12 U and/or M grades PLUS enrollment in the appropriate additional three Grade 12 U 

and/or M courses. 

3. In some cases, Grade 11 marks may be considered in extending early conditional offers of admission. 

Applicants who do not receive an offer of admission in March, will automatically be reassessed for admission until May 

15 after additional Grade 12 U and/or M grades are received from secondary schools. Due to enrollment limits, 

McMaster may not be able to consider additional grade data received after May 15 for admission purposes. 

The University reserves the right to withdraw a conditional offer of admission due to any of the following: 

1. The minimum final average required was not met; OR 

2. The OSSD was not awarded; OR 

3. Six Grade 12 U and/or M courses including all required subjects were not completed; OR 

4. The applicant did not successfully accept the offer of admission at the Ontario Universities' Application Centre 

(OUAC) by the response deadline indicated on the offer letter; OR 

5. Conditions stipulated on the conditional offer of admission were not met; OR 

6. A post-secondary institution was attended prior to beginning your studies at McMaster; OR 

7. The offer of admission to the university was secured through fraudulent means. Please note the University's 

statements regarding application fraud at the end of the Admission section of this calendar. 

Minimum Final Average 

Secondary school applicants who receive a conditional offer of admission, are required to achieve an overall average 

(calculated to two decimal points) on six (6) final grades including all program specific required courses. This information 

is indicated on conditional offers of admission. 

If an applicant's final average falls below this level (or equivalent), the offer of admission will be rescinded/revoked, and 

registration will be cancelled. 

The required minimum final average varies from year to year and by program. This average is clearly stated in the offer 

letter. 

Supplementary Application Forms and Extenuating Circumstances 

Certain Level I programs including Arts & Science I, Automation Systems Engineering Technology 1 (co-op), Automotive & 

Vehicle Engineering Technology 1 (co-op), Honours Health Sciences 1, Biotechnology 1 (co-op), Computer Science 1 

(regular and co-op), Engineering 1 (regular and co-op), Integrated Biomedical Engineering & Health Sciences (iBioMed) 

(regular and co-op), Integrated Business and Humanities (IBH), Honours Integrated Science, Midwifery, Nursing and 
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Wilson College of Leadership and Civic Engagement have mandatory online supplementary application forms or online 

assessments which must be completed by specific deadline dates. See Application and Documentation Deadlines, for specific 

deadline dates. Applicants to Business 1 may elect to complete an optional supplemental form prior to February 1. 

McMaster does not normally use optional supplementary application forms. Applicants will be notified if the program 

they applied to decides to use an optional supplementary application form. 

Applicants with special circumstances whose average falls slightly below the required admission average range may 

provide information to the Office of the Registrar, Admissions explaining the nature of their extenuating 

circumstances.  The Request for Special Consideration form can be found at https://future.mcmaster.ca/apply/pre-

application/ouac-101/ under 'How do I report extenuating circumstances?'. The form is open from November 1 to May 1. 

In some cases, the university may request letters of recommendation, personal history or other additional information to 

aid in the admission process.  

Offers of Admission for Secondary School Graduates 

Applicants may be eligible for final admission if they have completed their OSSD and have final grades in six Grade 12 U 

and/or M courses. Applicants who fulfill these requirements by the end of February, may be granted a final admission 

offer. 

The University reserves the right to withdraw an offer of final admission due to any of the following: 

1. Failure to accept an offer of admission at the Ontario Universities' Application Centre (OUAC) by the response 

deadline indicated on the offer letter; OR  

2. Attendance at a post-secondary institution prior to beginning studies at McMaster. 

3. An offer of admission to the university was secured through fraudulent means. Please note the University's 

statements regarding application fraud at the end of the Admission section of this calendar. 

Deferral of Admission 

McMaster does not normally grant a deferral of an offer of admission unless special extenuating circumstances exist. 

Each case is evaluated on its own merits. 

All requests for deferral of both admission and scholarship are to be submitted by September 1 of the application year, 

outlining the reasons for the request. Deferrals will be considered only after the applicant has accepted the offer of 

admission and all conditions outlined in the offer of admission letter have been met.  If a deferral is granted, it is 

conditional upon the student not attending a secondary or post-secondary institution during the deferral period. For 

additional information, please refer to: https://registrar.mcmaster.ca/events/admission-deferrals/ 
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Subject Requirements for Specific Level I Programs 

McMaster University offers the following Level I programs: 

Arts & Science I, Automation Systems Engineering Technology 1 (B.Tech.), Automotive and Vehicle Engineering 

Technology I (B.Tech.), Biotechnology I (B.Tech.), Business I, Chemical & Physical Sciences Gateway, Computer Science I 

(regular and co-op), Economics I, Engineering I (regular and co-op), Environmental and Earth Sciences Gateway, Honours 

Health and Society I, Honours Health Sciences, Humanities I, Honours Integrated Science (Level I), Honours Kinesiology 

(Level I), Integrated Arts I, Integrated Biomedical Engineering & Health Sciences I (regular and co-op), Integrated Business 

& Humanities I, Life Sciences Gateway, Mathematics and Statistics Gateway, Medical Radiation Sciences (Level I), 

Midwifery I, Nursing I, and Social Sciences I. 

ARTS & SCIENCE I 

Admission to Arts & Science I is by selection. Applicants must complete a mandatory supplementary application which 

must be submitted at (https://artsci.mcmaster.ca/prospective-students/supplementary-application/) by the deadline as 

specified each year. See Application and Documentation Deadlines for specific deadline dates. A minimum overall average of 

88% is required for application consideration. 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. One of Advanced Functions U or Calculus and Vectors U (Calculus and Vectors U is strongly recommended) 

3. Completion of four additional U or M courses, to total six courses, of which two must be at the U level 

  

AUTOMATION SYSTEMS ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY I CO-OP (B.TECH.), AUTOMOTIVE AND VEHICLE ENGINEERING 

TECHNOLOGY I CO-OP (B.TECH.), BIOTECHNOLOGY I CO-OP (B.TECH.) 

Admission to Automation Systems Engineering Technology I, Automotive and Vehicle Engineering Technology I, and 

Biotechnology is by selection. A minimum average range in the low 80s is required for application consideration. 

Applicants must complete a mandatory on-line assessment by the deadline as specified each year. See Application and 

Documentation Deadlines, for specific deadline dates. 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Calculus and Vectors U 

3. Chemistry U 

4. Physics U 
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5. Completion of two additional U or M courses to total six courses 

BUSINESS I 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Advanced Functions U 

3. Calculus and Vectors U 

4. Completion of three additional U or M courses to total six courses 

Applicants to Business I may elect to complete an optional supplemental form prior to February 1 to provide the program with more 

information more about themselves.  

CHEMICAL & PHYSICAL SCIENCES GATEWAY 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Advanced Functions U 

3. Calculus and Vectors U 

4. Chemistry U 

5. Physics U 

6. Completion of one additional U or M courses to total six courses 

COMPUTER SCIENCE I, COMPUTER SCIENCE I CO-OP 

Admission to Computer Science I (regular and co-op) is by selection. A minimum average range in the low 90s is required 

for application consideration. Applicants must complete a mandatory on-line assessment by the deadline as specified 

each year. See Application and Documentation Deadlines, for specific deadline dates. 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Calculus and Vectors U 

3. Two of: Biology U, Chemistry U, Physics U, Earth and Space U, Computer and Information Science M (or 

Computer Science U), or Computer Engineering M (or Computer Engineering Technology M) 

4. Completion of two additional U or M courses to total six courses 

ECONOMICS I 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Advanced Functions U 
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3. Calculus and Vectors U 

4. Completion of three additional U or M courses to total six courses 

ENGINEERING I, ENGINEERING I CO-OP 

Admission to Engineering 1 (regular and co-op) is by selection. A minimum average range in the high 80s is required for 

application consideration. Applicants must complete a mandatory on-line assessment by the deadline as specified each 

year. See Application and Documentation Deadlines, for specific deadline dates. 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Calculus and Vectors U 

3. Chemistry U 

4. Physics U 

5. Completion of two additional U or M courses to total six courses 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND EARTH SCIENCES GATEWAY 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. One of Advanced Functions U or Calculus and Vectors U 

3. One of Biology U, Chemistry U 

4. One of Advanced Functions U, Biology U, Calculus and Vectors U, Chemistry U, Physics U 

5. Completion of two additional U or M courses to total six courses 

HONOURS HEALTH AND SOCIETY I 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Completion of five additional U or M courses to total six courses 

HONOURS HEALTH SCIENCES I 

Applicants will be selected based on both their academic qualifications and their scores on the mandatory on-line 

Supplementary Application (due early February); details at https://bhsc.healthsci.mcmaster.ca/future-students/level-

i-program/. A minimum overall average of 90% or higher is required for consideration. The Supplementary Application is 

a very important component of the admission process. Applicants who do not complete the Supplementary Application 

will not be considered for admission. 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
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2. One of Advanced Functions U, Calculus and Vectors U, or Mathematics of Data Management U 

3. Biology U 

4. Chemistry U 

5. One U or M non-math; non-science; non-technology course (Note: courses in technological education, science or 

mathematics are not acceptable) 

6. Completion of one additional U or M course in any subject area to total six courses 

HUMANITIES I 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Completion of five additional U or M courses to total six courses 

The Faculty of Humanities strongly recommends at least one Grade 12 U or M course from Humanities subjects (Art, 

Drama, English, French, Français, other languages, History and Music). Note: In addition to Requirement 1 above, Biology 

U is strongly recommended for students planning to enter the Cognitive Science of Language program. 

INTEGRATED ARTS I (iArts) 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Completion of additional U or M courses to total six courses 

iArts is a direct-entry Level I program leading to a Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA) degree. Admission to this program is by 

selection and requires a mandatory creative submission to the School of the Arts. 

https://sota.humanities.mcmaster.ca/undergraduate-programs/iarts/apply-now/ 

For questions, please contact sota@mcmaster.ca. 

HONOURS INTEGRATED SCIENCE (Level I) 

Candidates are required to complete a mandatory Supplementary Application Form which must be submitted 

electronically at http://science.mcmaster.ca/sis/undergraduate/isci/isci-admission-requirements.html#admission-

review-process. The information provided in the supplementary application is considered during the selection process. 

Only applicants with high academic standing will be selected. Successful candidates must present a minimum average in 

the high 80's. 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Advanced Functions U 

3. Calculus and Vectors U 
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4. Two of Biology U, Chemistry U, Physics U 

5. Completion of one additional U or M course to total six courses 

INTEGRATED BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING AND HEALTH SCIENCES (IBEHS) I / 

INTEGRATED BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING AND HEALTH SCIENCES (IBEHS) I CO-OP 

Admission to Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences 1 (regular and co-op) is by selection. A minimum 

average of 90% or higher is required for application consideration. Applicants must complete a mandatory on-line 

assessment as specified each year. See Application and Documentation Deadlines, for specific deadline dates. 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Calculus and Vectors U 

3. Biology U 

4. Chemistry U 

5. Physics U 

6. Completion of one additional U or M course to total six courses 

INTEGRATED BUSINESS AND HUMANITIES I 

Admission to Integrated Business and Humanities 1 is by selection. A minimum overall average of 88% or higher is 

required for application consideration. Applicants must complete a mandatory on-line assessment (© Kira Talent) by 

February 1 each year. The following are the Minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Calculus and Vectors U 

3. Completion of four additional U and M courses to total six courses. 

HONOURS KINESIOLOGY (Level I) 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Calculus and Vectors U 

3. Biology U 

4. Completion of three additional Grade 12 U or M courses to total six courses. Introductory Kinesiology U is 

strongly recommended. 

LIFE SCIENCES GATEWAY 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
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2. One of Advanced Functions U or Calculus and Vectors U 

3. Biology U 

4. One of Advanced Functions U, Calculus and Vectors U, Chemistry U or Physics U 

5. Completion of two additional U or M courses to total six courses 

MATHEMATICS AND STATISTICS GATEWAY 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Advanced Functions U 

3. Calculus and Vectors U 

4. Completion of three additional U or M courses to total six courses 

MEDICAL RADIATION SCIENCES (Level I) 

Students considering the Medical Radiation Sciences I program should refer to the Regulations for License to Practice and 

Functional Demands in the Medical Radiation Sciences program in the Faculty of Science section of this calendar. 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Advanced Functions U 

3. Calculus and Vectors U 

4. Biology U 

5. Chemistry U 

6. Completion of one additional U or M course to total six courses 

MIDWIFERY I 

Space in the Midwifery program is very limited and the admission process is highly competitive. Admission to the 

Midwifery Education Program is by selection. Application to the Midwifery program must be completed by January 15. 

In recent years an average range in the mid to high 80's has been required to move forward to the admissions interview 

stage. Interviews are by-invitation only. 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Biology U 

3. Chemistry U 

4. Completion of additional U or M courses to total six courses 

 

Students must obtain a minimum grade of 75% in each of the three required courses listed in points 1, 2, and 3 above 
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AND a minimum overall average of 75% on grade 12 U or M courses including the required courses.  

 

Current (Ontario) secondary students may apply if one or more of the three (3) mandatory prerequisite courses are in 

progress at the time of application; however, the grade 11 prerequisite(s) in the same subjects must be completed at the 

time of application so that a preliminary assessment of the subject area(s) can be made.  Admission is based on in-

progress secondary school subjects for current secondary students only if the grade 11 prerequisite in that subject has 

been completed with a minimum grade of at least 75%. 

 

Applicants to Midwifery must complete a mandatory Casper (computer-based assessment for sampling personal 

characteristics) assessment on the dates specified each year and distribute results to Midwifery by February 1. 

Additionally, all applicants to Midwifery must complete a mandatory Identity and Admission Survey as part of the 

application to the Midwifery Education Program. The survey must be completed and submitted along with the other 

requirements and documents by the February 1 deadline. 

MUSIC I (applications for September 2024) 

Effective immediately, the Music I program will temporarily suspend admissions for the September 2024 intake. 

Prospective applicants with an interest in pursuing a degree in Music are encouraged to apply to Humanities I. Interested 

applicants can take relevant courses within this program to work towards obtaining a Bachelor of Arts in Music.   

 

Currently on pause: 

 

The academic requirements are the same as for Humanities I. In addition, applicants to Music I or to the B.A. in Music 

must successfully complete a music audition/examination consisting of: 

1. Demonstration of technique (a level equivalent to at least honours standing in Grade 8 of the Royal Conservatory 

of Music) 

2. Performance (approximately 20 minutes' duration) of two or three varied pieces of your choice (approximately 

Grade 8 honours level), including at least one from the past 100 years 

3. Ear test appropriate to the Grade 8 performance level 

4. Written examination on rudiments of theory (Grade 2 level) 

5. Interview 

For comprehensive details, visit https://sota.humanities.mcmaster.ca/music/ 

Auditions take place between February and April. Audition arrangements are to be made with the School of the Arts at 

sota@mcmaster.ca. 

NURSING I 
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NURSING CONSORTIUM (MOHAWK) 

All applicants for the two sites apply to the OUAC (Ontario Universities' Application Centre), selecting McMaster 

University BScN and the specific site(s) of interest. 

Students interested in a McMaster (B.Sc.N.) Nursing degree have two location options: McMaster University 

or Mohawk College. Each of the two sites offers the four-year program which uses the problem-based learning and small 

group educational model. For more information about the Mohawk site refer to the B.Sc.N. (A) Stream in the School of 

Nursing, Faculty of Health Sciences portion of the Calendar. For full application instructions see the School of 

Nursing and Application Procedures sections as well as https://nursing.mcmaster.ca/programs/undergraduate. 

Admission to Nursing 1 at all sites is by selection. A minimum overall average of 85% or higher is normally required for 

application consideration. Additionally, all applicants to the B.Sc.N. Program are required to complete a 

mandatory, online computer-based assessment called Casper, as a component of the selection process, 

applicants to Nursing must complete a mandatory on-line assessment (CASPerTM) on the dates specified each year 

(October-February) on https://acuityinsights.app/.  

Note: Indigenous (First Nations, Inuit and Métis) applicants are encouraged to consider an application through 
the Facilitated Indigenous Admission Program (FIAP).  Those who have been endorsed through FIAP will be 
exempt from completing the Casper assessment.  
 
Note: Indigenous (First Nations, Inuit and Métis) applicants who have self-identified through the Facilitated 
Indigenous admission process will not be required to complete this assessment. 
 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. One of Advanced Functions U, Calculus and Vectors U, or Mathematics of Data Management U 

3. Biology U 

4. Chemistry U 

5. Completion of two additional U or M courses to total six courses 

Health requirements for admission to Nursing 1: During the registration process, you must file with the University 

information pertaining to your state of health and immunization is required. Detailed instructions will be provided after 

acceptance into the program. 

Students considering the Nursing 1 program should refer to the document Requisite Skills and Abilities for Nursing Practice in 

Ontario at the College of Nurses of Ontario www.cno.org. 

The following are the minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 
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2. Completion of five additional U or M courses to total six courses 

Advanced Functions U and Calculus and Vectors U are strongly recommended for students planning to enter programs in 

Economics or Psychology, Neuroscience and Behaviour. Biology U is recommended for students planning to enter a 

program in Psychology, Neuroscience and Behaviour. 

WILSON COLLEGE OF LEADERSHIP AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT (Effective September 2025) 

(The availability of this program is subject to completion of McMaster University's Quality Assurance approval process.) 

Admission to the Wilson College of Leadership and Civic Engagement is by selection. A minimum average in the mid-80s 

or higher is required for application considerations. Applicants must complete a mandatory supplemental application as 

specified each year. See Application and Documentation Deadlines for specific dates. 

The following are minimum Grade 12 U and M requirements: 

1. English U 

2. Completion of five additional U or M courses, to a total of six (6) courses   

B. Other Canadian Provinces and Territories 

Subject Requirements for Level I Programs 

In addition to the minimum requirements below, satisfactory completion of the specified subject requirements for the 

program is also required. Please refer to http://future.mcmaster.ca for more details. 

Averages used to determine eligibility for admission and residence are calculated to two decimal points based on the 

minimum provincial requirements, including the prerequisite courses for the program. 

Conditional Admission 

Applications are reviewed for conditional admission as soon as all required documents, with sufficient course and grade 

data, are received by the Office of the Registrar, Admissions. All Canadian applicants should upload interim/midyear/in-

progress school grade reports showing marks for all courses taken during the Grade 11 and 12 years as well as all 

course registrations for the current academic year, as soon as available. The terms and conditions of the offer of 

admission are stated clearly on the offer letter. The Provincial Ministry final transcript confirming final grades and 

graduation status will be required at the end of the school year. Students from all other provinces where transcripts are 

issued by their high schools should have their schools forward the appropriate final transcripts confirming graduation 

directly to the Admissions Office. 
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Applicants are required to meet the following minimum requirements including the specified subject requirements (not 

listed below) for their chosen program. For a complete listing of our specific course requirements by province and Level 

I program you may refer to our web site: https://future.mcmaster.ca/. 

Alberta, Northwest Territories and Nunavut 

Grade 12 high school diploma with five acceptable academic courses numbered 30 or 31, including English Language Arts 

30-1. 

British Columbia and Yukon 

Grade 12 high school diploma with five acceptable Grade 12 academic courses (or equivalent), including one of English 

Studies 12, English 12, or English 12 First Peoples. 

Manitoba 

Grade 12 high school diploma with five acceptable Grade 12 academic courses numbered 40S, including one of English 

40S. 

New Brunswick 

Grade 12 high school diploma with five acceptable Grade 12 academic courses numbered 120, 121, or 122, including one 

of English 121, English 122, or English as a Second Language 22411. 

Newfoundland and Labrador 

Grade 12 high school diploma with eleven acceptable Grade 12 academic credits at the 3000 level, including English 

3201. 

Nova Scotia 

Grade 12 high school diploma with five acceptable Grade 12 academic or advanced courses, including English 12. 

Prince Edward Island 

Grade 12 high school diploma with five acceptable Grade 12 academic courses numbered 611 or 621, including English 

611 or 621. 

Québec 
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Grade 12 Diploma with six acceptable Grade 12 academic courses in the 600 series including English. 

OR 

Year I CEGEP with twelve appropriate academic courses, including two English/Anglais 603 or two English 604 courses. 

Students completing Year II or III CEGEP who will or have achieved the DEC may be considered for advanced credit in 

their chosen program. The côte de rendement (R Score) is used for admission consideration. 

Saskatchewan 

Grade 12 high school diploma with five acceptable Grade 12 academic courses numbered 30, including both English A30 

and B30. 

C. International Baccalaureate Diploma 

Applicants who have completed or will be completing the International Baccalaureate Diploma will be considered for 

admission to Level I, provided the completed diploma program includes the subject requirements of the program 

desired. Advanced credit of up to 18 units of study may be considered for Higher Level (HL) courses based on the 

achievement of final IB Diploma grades of 5 or greater. 

For more information please refer to https://future.mcmaster.ca/. 

D. Visiting Student Researcher 

Visiting Students are individuals who are currently registered in an undergraduate degree program at another university, 

and who have made arrangements through their home university and an undergraduate program at McMaster, or with 

an individual researcher to spend time at McMaster as part of their degree program. While they are visiting students, 

they will not be enrolled in a degree program at McMaster. They are not part of any official exchange agreement 

although there may be an agreement between the McMaster program and their home institution. 

Applicants must have permission from both the potential supervisor at McMaster and from their home institution.  The 

McMaster faculty member must submit a form (available online through the Office of International Affairs, the 

Internation and Exchange Student Experience Office or the Office of the Registrar).  Department Chair approval is 

required.   Once this is complete, students will apply through the admissions team in the Office of the Registrar.  

E. Advanced Placement (AP) Courses/Examinations 

Applicants who have completed AP courses will be considered for admission to a Level I program. Applicants who have 

completed A.P. exams through the College Board in acceptable courses and achieve a minimum grade of 4 may be 
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considered for up to 18 units of advanced credit upon request, after acceptance of the offer and receipt of official results. 

For all students who have completed AP examinations through the College Board, an official copy of the final Advanced 

Placement Examination Results Report from the College Board is required as part of the admission and advanced credit 

evaluation process. For more information, please refer to https://future.mcmaster.ca/. 

F. Other International Secondary School Qualifications 

Admission requirements for applicants from the more common international educational systems are noted below. For 

all other education systems, please visit our website country-specific requirements. Required subjects are the same as 

required for Ontario and other Canadian students: https://future.mcmaster.ca/.  

Applicants must upload high school transcripts as part of the application process. The equivalent of first-class standing 

will be required for admission consideration. Documents in a language other than English should be accompanied by 

notarized English translations. Applicants are considered for admission on an individual basis, and you will not be 

allowed to attend the University until all conditions specified in the admission offer have been fulfilled. 

McMaster University may require students presenting admission documents from schools outside of North America, to 

have those documents authenticated via WES Canada https://www.wes.org/ca/. This requirement, if applicable, will be 

specified in the official Offer of Admission letter. 

American High School Curriculum 

American Curriculum High School applications are reviewed for admission based on McMaster's own calculation of the 

admission average. McMaster's calculations may vary from those used at other institutions. 

Applicants from an American high school curriculum must satisfactorily complete a secondary school diploma with a 

minimum overall average of at least 80% in a Grade 12 academic program from an accredited American high 

school/International American Curriculum high school AND must present all prerequisite courses for their chosen 

program(s). 

Admission is competitive and many programs will require grades/averages well above the minimum 80% for admission 

consideration. For complete requirements for American Curriculum applicants, please visit our website: 

https://future.mcmaster.ca/. 

General Requirements 

High school diploma from an accredited school with prerequisite subjects including English completed at the AP or 

Senior Grade 12 academic level. 

Students may be required to satisfy our English language proficiency requirements: https://future.mcmaster.ca/english-
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proficiency/. 

McMaster will consider a minimum of five Senior Grade 12 academic courses including all prerequisite subjects for the 

applicant's selected program(s). Students applying to programs in Engineering, Science, Health Sciences, Economics 

and Business programming that have mandatory Science and/or Mathematics prerequisites should note the following 

requirements for each subject: 

• Biology - 2 years/ 2 full credits (Junior and Senior), AP Biology, or equivalent. 

• Physics - 2 years/2 full credits (Junior and Senior), AP Physics, or equivalent. 

• Chemistry - 2 years/ 2 full credits (Junior and Senior), AP Chemistry, or equivalent. 

• Calculus - 4 years of high school Mathematics including Pre-Calculus and AP Calculus or equivalent. 

Results of an equivalent AP challenge examination will be accepted in lieu of ONE of the science/math prerequisites.  A 

minimum score of 4 or 5 is required for AP challenge exams. 

Upon request, students presenting AP courses to fulfill program requirements (or requisites) may be required to present 

official AP Examinations results with minimum results of '3' via the College Board to finalize their admission.  

For claimed course equivalencies, detailed syllabi including all topics covered, total hours and textbooks used are 

required for our evaluation and should be submitted alongside official high school transcripts/reports. 

 

For Fall 2024, SAT/ACT results (if submitted), will be considered if they benefit the student and strengthen their 

application. Students who do not submit a score will not be penalized. The institutional code for SAT/AP is 0936. The 

institutional code for ACT is 5326. 

For SAT/ACT admission requirements for Fall 2025, please visit https://future.mcmaster.ca/ for updated information as it 

becomes available. 

• Detailed school profile including grading scale may be requested. 

• 2nd quartile results can be used for consideration for a conditional offer of admission provided at least 2 of the 5 

required courses have been completed with grades presented. 

• Grade 9, 10, 11 and Grade 12 2nd quartile results are required for an admission review. 

• SAT results must be sent directly from the College Board.  

General Certificate of Education (G.C.E.) 

Applicants presenting the General Certificate of Education (British Patterned Education) require a minimum of five G.C.E. 

subjects, at least three of which must be at the Advanced A2 Level with the balance of the subjects at the IGCSE/GSCE 

(Ordinary Level). Advanced Level subjects must be appropriate to your chosen program. 

For program specific requirements please refer to https://future.mcmaster.ca/. 
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Other Countries or Educational Systems 

For admission requirements from other education systems, please visit https://future.mcmaster.ca/ to view our country-

specific Admissions Requirements. 

G. Home Schooled Applicants 

Home schooled applicants who in addition to their home schooling experience have completed six Grade 12 U and M 

courses at an Ontario Ministry of Education inspected and approved school, or equivalent courses from another 

recognized academic jurisdiction may be considered for their program of choice providing they present the appropriate 

prerequisite courses and required admission average on official transcripts from accredited schools. McMaster University 

is the sole arbiter of what is considered as equivalent level education and equivalent courses. 

All other home schooled applicants may apply for admission consideration to Humanities I or Social Sciences I by 

presenting the following: 

1. List of home school credentials including but not limited to structured curriculum completed through ACE 

(Accelerated Christian Education Program) or other such programs. 

2. Portfolio of written work; normally, evidence of appropriate intellectual maturity. 

 

Results of standardized tests such as SAT, ACT. Applicants must also present results from the Critical Reading and 

Mathematics components of SAT I with a minimum combined score of 1200 (minimum 580 Critical Reading, 520 

Mathematics) OR a minimum combined score for the Redesigned SAT result of at least 1200 as a combined score with a 

minimum of 600 in each section OR from ACT with a minimum composite score of 27. 

Interested applicants should contact the Office of the Registrar for further information regarding admission criteria. 

H. Prior-Year Secondary School Graduates 

Applicants who have previously completed a secondary school diploma and have not attended a post-secondary 

institution since graduation, may be considered for admission by presenting satisfactory standing in six required Grade 

12 U and M courses (or equivalent) as identified in the Subject Requirements For Specific Level I Programs section in this 

calendar. 

Having attended a post-secondary institution after high school graduation disqualifies applicants from being considered 

as an applicant from secondary school. See Admission/Transfer From Post-Secondary Institutions section in this calendar. 

2. Admission/Transfer from Post-Secondary Institutions 
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A. From Universities 

McMaster programs have enrollment limits and admission is by selection. Achievement of the minimum admission 

requirements does not guarantee admission. Admission will be considered on a case by case basis and is not guaranteed. 

Transfer applicants will normally receive credit for courses in which a grade of at least a C- (as per the McMaster grading 

scale) has been achieved. Assessment of courses for transfer credit is subject to the guidelines of the individual Faculties. 

Transfer students must also satisfy the Residence Requirements set out in the General Academic Regulations section of 

this Calendar. The University will not accord to you privileges which would not be granted by your own university. 

Grades obtained in courses taken at another university will not be included in McMaster's Grade Point Average, and, 

therefore, cannot be used to raise your standing. 

If you have been required to withdraw from another university and have fulfilled your period of suspension, you may 

apply for admission. The Admissions Committee may request a letter of explanation and clarification concerning your 

past academic performance. You may also be asked to provide academic documentation for proof of further academic 

achievement which is both current and relevant. For full transfer information see our website: 

https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/transfer-student-information/. 

B. From Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology 

McMaster programs have enrollment limits and admission is by selection. Achievement of the minimum admission 

requirements does not guarantee admission. Admission will be considered on a case by case basis and is not guaranteed. 

For information regarding the amount of available transfer credits when transferring from a College of Applied Arts and 

Technology and to view the minimum admission requirements, please visit https://future.mcmaster.ca/college-transfer-

student/.   

C. University Graduates Applying for a Second Bachelor's Degree 

All programs have enrollment limits and admission is by selection. If you have a first non-Honours degree, you may apply 

to take an Honours second degree in the same subject area or a second degree in another discipline. Please note the 

following exceptions: B.Arts Sc.(Arts & Science), B.Com. (Bachelor of Commerce), B.Com. (Honours), Honours Health 

Sciences, B.Sc. (Honours) in Integrated Science (ISCI), Honours B.Sc. Kinesiology, Integrated Biomedical Engineering and 

Health Sciences, and Integrated Business and Humanities, and Social Psychology cannot be done as second degree 

programs. B.Arts Sc. (Honours) can only be completed as a second degree by students who have completed a B.Arts Sc. 

at McMaster. The requirements are set out in the General Academic Regulations section of this Calendar. 
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If you wish to enter a Second Bachelor's Degree in a subject area from the Faculty of Science, please note that 

admission to all limited enrollment programs, with the exception of Medical Radiation Sciences I, may not be possible. 

Second Degree applicants to all Science programs, except Medical Radiation Sciences I, are not eligible for admission to 

any of the other first year Science programs. Second Degree applicants must have already completed all first year 

requirements for the second year program they wish to apply to, with the exception of Medical Radiation Sciences I. See 

Limited enrollment Programs in the Faculty of Science section of this Calendar for a list of programs. Please contact the Office 

of the Associate Dean of Science (Academic) for further information (see the Application Procedures section). 

If you are a McMaster graduate or potential graduate, you may be able to use the McMaster University Returning Student 

Application (see the Application Procedures section). 

D. Continuing Students 

At McMaster, a Continuing Student is defined as a graduate from an undergraduate program, who wishes to take more 

undergraduate courses. To be eligible to take courses as a Continuing Student applicants will need to be completing or 

have completed an undergraduate university degree with a minimum GPA of a C average, with no failures in the final 

year of study, (or equivalent, in the case of a degree taken through part-time studies), and academic records which are 

satisfactory to the Department and the Office of the Associate Dean of the appropriate Faculty. *Please Note: not all 

courses are available to Continuing students and course prerequisites for selected courses must be met. Also note that 

admission as a Continuing student does not guarantee registration in courses of interest to the student. 

McMaster Graduates 

Graduates of a McMaster undergraduate degree program who wish to become a Continuing Student do not need to 

apply for admission. Graduates who have not attended courses for more than two years will need to contact the Office of 

the Registrar prior to attempting to enrol in courses. 

Graduates from Other Universities 

Continuing Students with a non-McMaster degree, must apply for admission through OUAC. In subsequent academic 

terms, students will only be required to enrol. 

Acceptance as a Continuing Student carries no implications with respect to acceptance in the School of Graduate Studies. 

Those who plan to proceed to a graduate degree should apply directly to the specific program of interest. 

E. From Six Nations Polytechnic 
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McMaster University, along with five other universities, partnered with Six Nations Polytechnic to offer university courses 

in the community of Six Nations. The courses offered are eligible for transfer credit at any of the universities within the 

consortium. For more information please contact the Indigenous Student Services at 905-525-9140, ext. 27459 or 

indigsc@mcmaster.ca. 

F. From Post-Secondary Institutions with Religious Affiliation 

Undergraduate general academic studies taken at colleges with religious affiliation that are member institutions of 

specific accredited associations will be considered for admission and transfer credit on a case by case basis. Applicants 

from a non-accredited postsecondary institution with religious affiliation will be considered for admission based on 

completion of a Grade 12 high school diploma. 

3. Other Categories of Admission 

A. Part-time Admission 

Applicants interested in beginning studies on a part-time basis should review the requirements and information found in 

the following sections of this Calendar: 

• Admission Requirements 

• Application Procedures 

• General Academic Regulations 

• Sessional Dates 

• Program descriptions found in the specific Faculty sections 

Applicants must meet one of the admissions criteria outlined in the sections above. If applicants do not meet any of 

these criteria, they may qualify for Mature Student Admission as outlined under the heading Mature Student Admission below. 

 Detailed information can be found on our website: http://future.mcmaster.ca/. 

B. Mature Students (Admission) 

Applicants who do not qualify for admission under one of the above categories, may be assessed for eligibility as a 

mature student, provided the following criteria are presented: 

1. The applicant has not attended secondary school or college on a full-time basis for at least two years. 

2. The applicant has never attended university. 
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Applicants admitted as mature students will not be granted transfer credit. Programs in the Faculties of Humanities and 

Social Sciences have no specific course requirements for mature student admission. The following Level I programs have 

specific course requirements that mature applicants must present from secondary school: 

• Business I: requires satisfactory completion of Grade 12 Calculus and Vectors U (or equivalent). 

• Chemical and Physical Sciences Gateway: requires satisfactory standing in four Grade 12 U mathematics and 

science courses (or equivalent) as specified under the heading Subject Requirements For Specific Level I Programs. 

• Environmental and Earth Sciences Gateway: requires satisfactory standing in three Grade 12 U mathematics and 

science courses (or equivalent) as specified under the heading Subject Requirements For Specific Level I Programs. 

• Life Sciences Gateway: requires satisfactory standing in three Grade 12 U mathematics and science courses (or 

equivalent) as specified under the heading Subject Requirements For Specific Level I Programs. 

• Mathematics and Statistics Gateway: requires satisfactory standing in Grade 12 U Advanced Functions U and 

Calculus and Vectors U (or equivalent) as specified under the heading Subject Requirements For Specific Level 

I Programs. 

• Midwifery I does not offer mature admission directly to the program.  However, students applicants interested 

in Midwifery may be admitted as a mature student to another program in order to complete a minimum of six 

university courses (18 units) in their program of admission before applying to the Midwifery Education Program.  

• Nursing I does not offer mature admission directly to the program. However, students applicants interested in 

Nursing may be admitted as a mature student to another program in order to complete university prerequisite 

courses for later consideration for admission to Nursing I. Presenting the minimum admission requirements does 

not guarantee an offer of admission. Contact the School of Nursing for more details. 

• Economics I: requires satisfactory standing in Grade 12 U Advanced Functions U and Calculus and Vectors U (or 

equivalent) as specified under the heading Subject Requirements for Specific Level I Programs. 

The following programs do not admit under the category of Mature Students: Arts & Science I, Automation Systems 

Engineering Technology I (B.Tech.), Automotive and Vehicle Technology I (B.Tech.), Biotechnology I (B.Tech.), Computer 

Science I, Engineering I, Honours Health Sciences I, Honours Integrated Science (Level I), Honours Kinesiology (Level 

I), Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences I, Integrated Business and Humanities I, Medical Radiation 

Sciences (Level I), Midwifery I, and Nursing I. 

Mature students may register for up to 18 units of course work (normally Level I courses) during the Fall/Winter session 

with no more than nine units per term (three courses). Within the first 18 units, mature students will be limited to taking 

three units (one course) per term of the Spring/Summer session. 

Upon completion of 18 units, academic performance is reviewed according to the general academic regulations of the 

university. (See Level I Registration and Academic Standing Requirements under General Academic Regulations). 
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C. Visiting Students (Letter of Permission - For Credit at Another 
University) 

Students currently attending another university, may apply to take McMaster courses and receive credit at their home 

institution. Please note, not all courses are available for credit outside McMaster and all are subject to enrollment limits. 

Applicants must adhere to McMaster application deadlines. 

Applications are made through the Ontario Universities' Application Centre (OUAC). The Letter of Permission and an 

official transcript are required. Transcripts are reviewed to ensure prerequisites courses have been completed. Approval 

of a Visiting Student application does not guarantee your enrollment in a course. 

Subsequent requests to take courses on a Letter of Permission do not require another application; however an updated 

Letter of Permission and updated official transcript must be sent to the Office of the Associate Dean of the Faculty 

offering the course at McMaster. If interested in registering in courses offered by more than one Faculty, approval from 

each Office of the Associate Dean must be obtained. 

D. Graduates of McMaster Certificate/Diploma Programs 

Applicants who have completed certificate or diploma programs from McMaster may be granted advanced credit up to 

maximum specified by Undergraduate Council. Faculties review the subject matter of both the certificate and degree 

programs. Credit granted will normally be applied against elective courses. For more information regarding advanced 

credit, please refer to the Certificate and Diploma Programs  section of this Calendar. 

E. Post-Degree Students 

University graduates or persons with professional qualifications who wish to take one or more graduate courses but not 

proceed to an advanced degree, may apply to McMaster as a post-degree student. To enroll as a post-degree student, 

apply to the appropriate department(s) and have your admission and registration approved by the School of Graduate 

Studies for each session in which you wish to take courses. You will register and pay fees as a graduate student. 

Acceptance as a post-degree student carries no implications with respect to admission to advanced degrees, and even if 

such admission is granted subsequently, credit toward the advanced degree will not normally be granted for the work 

previously taken. 

F. Listeners 
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If uncertain about taking degree courses, registering as a listener in a degree course may be of interest. Listeners attend 

all classes, but do not complete any of the essays, tests or other formal requirements and do not receive a grade or 

credit. Some students have eased their way into degree study with this option, subsequently applying for admission and 

enrolling in further courses for credit. Please note not all courses are available to Listeners. Please 

see https://registrar.mcmaster.ca/fees/ for any applicable fees. For more information please contact the Office of the 

Registrar. 

Written permission to attend must be obtained from the instructor delivering the course. An I.D. card cannot be issued 

until permission has been obtained. 

G. Enrichment Program for Secondary School Students 

Outstanding Grade 12 students who wish to enroll in a university-level course while completing Grade 12 U and M 

courses in their final year of study, may apply for the Enrichment Program. For more information contact the Office of 

the Registrar https://future.mcmaster.ca/contact-us/. 

H. Former McMaster Degree Students (Returning Students) 

Readmission 

Former McMaster students who voluntarily withdrew from an undergraduate program more than five years ago (and 

have not attended another university or completed a college diploma elsewhere) and wish to return to studies, must 

apply for Readmission. Students from the School of Nursing or the Physician Assistants program must apply for 

Readmission regardless of time elapsed following voluntary withdrawal. 

Those enrolled (have a record of course enrolment) within the last five years and who left the university in good 

academic standing (and have not attended another university or completed a college diploma elsewhere), do not require 

an application for readmission.  Students will be permitted to enrol in their previous program or another program for 

which they qualify. Students must contact the Office of the Registrar directly to request registration access prior to 

enrollment. 

Reinstatement 

See the General Academic Regulations section in this Calendar. 

Second McMaster Degree 

See University Graduates Applying for a Second Bachelor's Degree in this section of the Calendar. 
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Continuing Studies 

See Continuing Students in this section of the Calendar. 

4. Transfer Credits 

A. General Policy on the Transfer of University Course Credits 

To facilitate program completion by undergraduate students seeking to transfer course credit from an accredited 

university to McMaster, the University has implemented the following principles: 

1. Acceptance of transfer credits from accredited universities shall be based on the recognition that, while learning 

experiences may differ in a variety of ways, their substance may be essentially equivalent in terms of their 

content and rigour. Insofar as possible, acceptance of transfer credit shall allow for the maximum recognition of 

previous learning experience in university-level courses; 

2. Subject to degree, grade and program requirements, any course offered for credit by an accredited university 

shall be accepted for credit by McMaster when there is an essential equivalency in course content. However, no 

course for which a grade of less than C- (60%) has been achieved will be considered. 

3. Evaluation of all possible transfer credits available at the time of admission must be completed within one year 

of the date of admission to the University. 

B. From Colleges of Applied Arts and Technology 

Normally, well-qualified graduates of a three-year program where the college work is appropriate to the chosen 

university program, may receive up to 30 units of transfer credit. Graduates of two-year programs will be reviewed for 

transfer credit on a case-by-case basis. 

Credit beyond this may be given on an individual basis where the college and university programs are in similar areas, 

and where the academic record warrants special consideration. 

In the granting of credit, attention will be given to: 

1. Performance in the college program; 

2. The duration of the college program; 

3. The program taken at the college and the program to which entry is sought; 

4. The applicant's secondary school record. 

Each case will be considered on its own merits for the program desired.  Further information is available at 

https://registrar.mcmaster.ca/build-degree/college-transfer/. Requirements may be subject to change. 

Page 85 of 181



C. Advanced Credit 

Subject to the discretion of the Faculty, advanced credit may be granted for a completed: International Baccalaureate 

(I.B.) Diploma, the Advanced Placement (A.P.) Program and the College Board examinations; or the General Certificate of 

Education (G.C.E.). Advanced credit may shorten the degree program length at McMaster. 

D. Credit in Courses by Special Assessment (Challenge Examinations) 

Applicants who have acquired knowledge at a different type of institution or in a manner that makes assessment of 

their qualifications difficult are permitted to seek degree credit through special assessment (Challenge for Credit). 

Challenge for credit is not intended to give credit for skills or knowledge gained through high school, college or previous 

university instruction. The special assessment may include one or more of the following: written examinations, papers, 

essays, submissions of a substantial body of work, portfolios, or laboratory tests. Credit can be granted only for those 

courses listed in the current McMaster calendar. Not all courses in all disciplines are available for challenge. Faculties and 

departments are free to determine which, if any, of their courses are open for special assessment. Challenges are 

assessed on a pass/fail basis. The passing grade for a challenge appears on the transcript as COM (Complete) and is not 

used in computing averages or evaluating honours or scholarship standing, but is counted as a course attempt. 

Unsuccessful attempts will be noted on the transcript as a grade of F/below 50%. Special Assessment is not available for 

a course taken previously and a course may be attempted only once by special assessment. Once you have registered for 

a course by such means (known as challenge exams) the registration may not be cancelled and you may not withdraw 

from the course. 

Waivers of prerequisites only (ie. no degree credit) will be at the discretion of the department. 

5. English Language Proficiency 

Applicants asked to meet the English Language Proficiency requirement, must demonstrate English language proficiency 

by achieving the minimum requirements as specified by McMaster. The university reserves the right to require applicants 

with an English Language Proficiency score disparate from their English prerequisite subject grade to present further 

evidence of achievement.  Acceptable tests of English Language Proficiency and minimum score requirements are 

specified on our web site https://future.mcmaster.ca/english-proficiency/. It is the applicant's responsibility to make all 

arrangements regarding the writing of the English Language Proficiency tests and to have the official score report 

submitted to the Office of the Registrar, Admissions in a timely manner. 

At the discretion of the university, applicants may be exempt from this requirement if meeting one of the following 

requirements: 
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i. Attended, in full-time academic studies (non-ESL), an accredited Secondary School (High School) or Post-

Secondary College in an English-speaking country for at least four years immediately prior to your anticipated 

start date at McMaster, OR 

ii. Attended, full-time academic studies (non-ESL), at an accredited English medium Secondary School (High School) 

or Post-Secondary College for at least four years,* immediately prior to the anticipated start date at McMaster 

OR 

iii. Attended full-time academic studies (non-ESL), at an accredited English medium University for at least one 

year, immediately prior to the anticipated start date at McMaster OR 

iv. Resided in an English-speaking country for at least four years immediately prior to anticipated start date at 

McMaster. 

*Please note that the Undergraduate MD program requires a minimum of three years of study at an English-medium 

university. More information about the admission requirements for Medicine at McMaster can be found at: 

https://mdprogram.mcmaster.ca/. 

Statements for Application Fraud 

If McMaster concludes based on reasonable grounds that the applicant has falsified any information presented to the 

University as part of his or her application, without limiting any other rights of McMaster available at law, McMaster 

reserves the right to revoke the offer and, subject to applicable law and University Policy, to terminate a student's 

registration. 

Without limiting McMaster's General Statement on Collection of Personal Information and Protection of Privacy, please 

take note that McMaster University collects and retains personal information of applicants for admissions to McMaster 

University under the authority of The McMaster University Act, 1976. This information may be used for the 

administration of admissions and registration and, subject to McMaster University policies (as may be amended or 

revoked from time to time), McMaster may disclose any evidence of misrepresentation, fraud or falsification of 

admissions documentation to other educational institutions, to government agencies, to law-enforcement agencies and 

to other relevant third parties. The information you provide on any application for admissions will be protected and used 

in compliance with Ontario's Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (RSO 1990) and will be disclosed only in 

accordance with this Act. Questions regarding the collection and use of this information may be directed to the 

University Registrar, University Hall, Room 209, Student Records, Gilmour Hall, Room 108, or the University Secretary, 

Gilmour Hall, Room 210, McMaster University. 

STEP Certificate 

Summer Transition through English Prep (STEP) Certificate   

Page 87 of 181



Department of Linguistics and Languages (Faculty of Humanities) 

Phone: (+1) 905.525.9140 Ext. 23718   

 

Email: macstep@mcmaster.ca 

Web: https://meld.humanities.mcmaster.ca/step/   

 

The Summer Transition through English Prep (STEP) program is an intensive six-week academic English bridging program 

designed for English-Language Learners who wish to pursue their undergraduate studies at McMaster University and 

almost meet the university's language proficiency requirements. During the STEP program, students will develop the 

academic English skills necessary for a successful transition in September, into their first-year undergraduate program.   

 

Acceptance into the STEP program includes a conditional offer of admission from an undergraduate program. Following 

the successful completion of the STEP certificate, students move on to their undergraduate studies at McMaster 

University.   

 

Please visit https://meld.humanities.mcmaster.ca/step/ for more information or email macstep@mcmaster.ca.  

McMaster English Language Development Diploma (MELD) 

Department of Linguistics and Languages (Faculty of Humanities) 

Phone: (+1) 905.525.9140 Ext. 23718 

 

Email: meld@mcmaster.ca 

Web: https://meld.humanities.mcmaster.ca/diploma/ 

Students who meet the academic admission requirements for their choice of Level 1 program, but do not meet 

McMaster's English Language Proficiency requirement may be admitted to the MELD bridging program which has been 

developed for international students, providing them with a supportive environment in which they can succeed. The 

diploma is a two-term, full-time intensive bridging program in English language development, acculturation and 

engagement. Students accepted into MELD are given a conditional offer of admission to their program of choice, pending 

successful completion of the MELD diploma. Once the diploma in MELD has been successfully completed, the student 

may register in the program to which the student was given conditional admission and will have completed 6 units of 

degree credit courses in Linguistics that may be applied as electives to that program. In exceptional circumstances, MELD 

will consider transfers from other McMaster programs. 

 

Please visit https://meld.humanities.mcmaster.ca/diploma/ for more information or email meld@mcmaster.ca. 
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Fall Term 

(September - December) 

• LINGUIST 1E03  (degree credit course) 

• MELD 1M00  - Mentorship Lab 1 

• MELD 1Q03  - Critical and Analytic Reading 

• MELD 1QQ3  - Grammar, Structure and University Writing 

• MELD 1R03 - Aural Communication and Academic Culture 

• MELD 1RR3  - Oral Communication for Academic and Social Interactions 

 
Winter Term 

(January - April) 

• LINGUIST 1EE3  - Introduction to English Linguistics II (degree credit course) 

• MELD 1MM0  - Mentorship Lab 2 

• MELD 1S03  - Critical Reading, Research and Academic Vocabulary 

• MELD 1SS3  - Academic Writing, Reporting and Research 14 

• MELD 1T03  - Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Language and Language Learning 

• MELD 1TT3  - Oral Communication for Academic Discourse       

McMaster English Readiness for Graduate Excellence 
Certificate 

https://meld.humanities.mcmaster.ca/merge/ 

MERGE (the McMaster English Readiness for Graduate Excellence Certificate) is an intensive six-week summer certificate 

program for current or prospective graduate students from any institution who are looking to improve their English-

language skills. The MERGE program offers over 200 hours of language training; 35 hours per week. Admission 

requirements include successful completion of an undergraduate degree and English language proficiency minimum 

requirements of TOEFL iBT 90 or IELTS 6.5 (with minimum category requirements). Target English proficiency upon 

program completion will be an IELTS score of 7-7.5 or Common European Framework Reference for Languages (CEFR) 

level C2.1, in keeping with graduate English proficiency admission requirements. 
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The MERGE program goes beyond essential training in speaking, listening, reading, and writing. It has been designed to 

support the integration of these skills as applied to real world contexts students will encounter during graduate school 

and beyond. The MERGE certificate does not require current or conditional admission to a McMaster University graduate 

program and program completion does not guarantee admission to a graduate program of study in and of itself. As a 

stand-alone program, the MERGE certificate coursework cannot be utilized for advanced standing or credit towards 

degree studies. 

Certificate Requirements 

Each of the program's six weeks will be divided into modules that will focus on a different set of skills. These modules will 

approach the development of these skills from the point of view of both cultural understanding and practical 

implementation, with an emphasis on teaching and practising the language skills needed to be successful in each 

domain. The six modules are: 

•  Module 1 - General social interactions: conventions and strategies for everyday social encounters students face 

•  Module 2 - Academic feedback and critique: the role of critique in academia along with tools for both giving 

and receiving feedback or peer review 

•  Module 3 - Academic reasoning: identifying, understanding, and summarizing arguments and evaluating 

supporting evidence in both reading and listening 

•  Module 4 - Academic interactions: navigating relationships with supervisors, teams, and other faculty in person, 

through email, at conferences, and in seminars 

•  Module 5 - Career preparation: best practices for CVs/resumes, job interviews, elevator pitches, and online 

brand building 

•  Module 6 - Teaching: principles of effective teaching including developing lessons, interacting with students, 

and grading 

Application Procedures 

HOW TO APPLY 

1. Determine application deadline. (See Application and Documentation Deadlines in this section.) 

2. Refer to the Admission Requirements and specific Faculty sections of this Calendar for further information. 

3. Complete your application at https://ouac.on.ca/guide/undrgrd-guide and submit your application as directed. 

4. Submit all required documentation to McMaster. (See Documents in this section.) 

5. Once an application has been received, McMaster's Office of the Registrar, Admissions will provide an 

acknowledgment of receipt of application plus further instructions/details about tracking the application. 
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 1. Categories of Applicant Groups 

All applicants apply to McMaster University using the application at the Ontario Universities Application Centre, 

https://ouac.on.ca/guide/undrgrd-guide.   

A. Current Ontario High School Students 

The 101 application should be used if ALL of the following requirements apply: 

• You are taking courses during the day at an Ontario secondary school (this includes students returning for second 

semester and graduated students returning to upgrade one or more courses) 

• You have not, at any point, been out of secondary school for more than seven consecutive months 

• You will have received or expect to receive your Ontario Secondary School diploma (OSSD) with six 4U/M courses 

at the end of the current year 

• You have not attended a postsecondary institution (college/university/career college) 

• You are applying to the first year of an undergraduate degree program or diploma program at an Ontario 

university 

• You are under 21 years of age. 

B. All Other Canadian High School Students 

You are currently attending secondary school outside of Ontario or have recently completed a secondary school diploma 

in any Canadian province or territory. 

C. High School Students with International Qualifications 

You are currently attending or have recently completed a secondary school program outside of Canada. 

D. University/College Transfer/Continuing Students 

You are registered in or have completed an undergraduate degree program at another university and wish to attend 

McMaster OR 

you are currently registered in or have attended or completed a college diploma program and wish to attend McMaster. 

E. Nursing Consortium Programs 
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You are applying to McMaster's Nursing (B.Sc.N). and programs at the Mohawk College site. 

F. Previous McMaster Degree Students (Returning Students) 

1. Readmission: If you are a former McMaster student with a record of course enrolment, who was in good 

standing and who voluntarily withdrew from an undergraduate program more than five years ago (providing you 

have not attended another university nor received a college diploma since last registered at McMaster). If you 

are a former Nursing or Physician Assistant student, you must apply for readmission regardless of the amount of 

time that has elapsed. Apply on-line at: https://registrar.mcmaster.ca/build-degree/continuing-students-

second-degree/#tab-20 

2. McMaster Second Degree: If you are a McMaster graduate or potential graduate at the end of your current 

academic term and wish to pursue a second undergraduate degree (providing you have not attended another 

university nor received a college diploma since last registered at McMaster).  

• Use the McMaster Returning Student Application to apply on-line 

at https://registrar.mcmaster.ca/build-degree/continuing-students-second-degree/#tab-10 

3. Reinstatement: If you are a former McMaster student who was required to withdraw from studies at McMaster.  

• Complete the Reinstatement Request Form found online here: https://registrar.mcmaster.ca/build-

degree/reinstatement/. Submit a Service Request in Mosaic and attach the completed form. 

4. Continuing Student: If you are a McMaster graduate from an undergraduate program and wish to become a 

Continuing Student.  You do not need to apply for admission. You will submit a Continuing Student Status Update 

form as a Service Request in your Mosaic Student Centre.  Once this is approved you will be activated for the 

requested term and be able to enrol.  You will be subject to any course prerequisites and seat availability.  Access 

the necessary form online at: https://registrar.mcmaster.ca/build-degree/continuing-students-second-

degree/#tab-00. 

G. Visiting Students (Letter of Permission - For Credit at Another 
University) 

If you are currently enrolled at another university and wish to attend McMaster to take courses on a Letter of Permission 

for credit at that university. 

H. Part-Time Degree Studies at McMaster Only 

If you wish to begin undergraduate studies on a part-time basis (enrolled in less than 18 units of study). 

I. Post-Degree Studies 
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If you wish to register as a post-degree student (taking graduate courses but not proceeding to an advanced degree) 

• Contact the Graduate Studies Office, Gilmour Hall, Room 212, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario, L8S 

4L8 for information on how to apply to the appropriate academic department(s). 

J. Medical Program 

See the heading Admission Policy for the Medical Program in the Faculty of Health Sciences section of this Calendar. 

2. Documents 

A. Required Documents 

A complete application includes: an application form, relevant transcripts and all other documentation stipulated in the 

Admission Requirements and specific Faculty sections of this Calendar.  The Admission Office may request clarification 

and/or additional supporting documentation when applicable.  Application requirements will be available for the 

applicant to view in their McMaster Applicant Portal.  Upon applying, all applicants receive communication with 

instructions on how to access the McMaster Applicant Portal.   

Transcripts of marks and/or certificates from all secondary and post-secondary institutions attended must be provided. 

When requested to provide an official transcript, an official signed and sealed transcript record of all academic 

achievement must be issued and sent by an academic institution directly to McMaster University, Office of the 

Registrar, Admissions. 

If currently attending secondary school, contact a guidance counselor to request your current Grade Report showing all 

Grade 12 courses. If you previously attended secondary school in another province, you may need to request a transcript 

containing your secondary school marks from the Ministry or Department of Education in that province if it is not 

normally provided by your high school. 

Where documentation from a school outside of Canada is in a language other than English, transcripts in the original 

language as well as notarized English translations are required. 

For specific document submission requirements and processes/procedures, please review: 

https://future.mcmaster.ca/admission/documents/. 

If McMaster concludes based on reasonable grounds that the applicant has falsified any information presented to the 

University as part of their application, without limiting any other rights of McMaster available at law, McMaster reserves 

the right to revoke the offer and, subject to applicable law and University Policy, to terminate a student's enrolment. 
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Without limiting McMaster's General Statement on Collection of Personal Information and Protection of Privacy, please 

take note that McMaster University collects and retains personal information of applicants for admissions to McMaster 

University under the authority of The McMaster University Act, 1976. This information may be used for the administration of 

admissions and registration and, subject to McMaster University policies (as may be amended or revoked from time to 

time), McMaster may disclose any evidence of misrepresentation, fraud or falsification of admissions documentation to 

other educational institutions, to government agencies, to law-enforcement agencies and to other relevant third parties. 

The information you provide on any application for admissions will be protected and used in compliance with Ontario's 

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (RSO 1990) and will be disclosed only in accordance with this Act. If you 

have any questions about the collection and use of this information please contact the University Registrar, University 

Hall, Room 209, Student Records, Gilmour Hall, Room 108, or the University Secretary, Gilmour Hall, Room 210, 

McMaster University. 

B. Retention of Documents 

All documentation submitted in support of an application for admission becomes the property of the University and will 

not be returned. 

Documentation for those not accepted or for those who fail to enroll following acceptance, will be destroyed at the end 

of the admissions cycle. If an applicant reapplies, they must resubmit required documentation. 

3. Application and Documentation Deadlines 

McMaster University reserves the right, at its sole discretion, not to accept, process or adjudicate applications or 

amendments to applications to any program at any time. Meeting minimum application requirements does not 

guarantee admission to any program at McMaster University. Application fees are non-refundable and you are advised 

to review admission requirements carefully before applying, to determine your academic eligibility for admission 

consideration. Please see the Admission Requirements section of this calendar for general information. University transfer 

applicants should review Programs (by Degree) and Minors requirements section before applying.   

McMaster University has several highly competitive by-selection programs requiring a mandatory supplementary 

application/assessment, and these programs have early application and supplementary submission deadlines, as 

specified in the chart below. Failure to apply on time or to submit the required supplementary application/assessment by 

the specified dates will automatically disqualify applicants for consideration to these specified programs. Submission of 

an application and/or amendments should be made well in advance of the deadlines listed below. 

Fall and Winter Terms 
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The dates and deadlines listed below are for applications submitted for the 20245-20256 academic year. Please refer to 

http://future.mcmaster.ca for the date and deadline information for new applications. 

PROGRAM APPLICATIONS MANDATORY SUPPLEMENTARY APPLICATIONS 

Arts & Science I  January 15 

 February 1, 11:59 (ET) 

Details at: 

https://artsci.mcmaster.ca/future-students/supplementary-application/ 

Actuarial & Financial 

Mathematics (Above 

Level 1) Regular and 

Co-op Programs 

April 1 

May 8 

For information see: 

https://www.math.mcmaster.ca/undergraduate/usefullinks/ 

actuarial-and-financial-mathematics-supplementaryapplication. 

html 

Automation 

Systems Engineering 

Technology I Co-op 

(B.Tech.), 

Automotive and 

Vehicle Engineering 

Technology I Co-op 

(B.Tech.), 

Biotechnology I Co-

op (B.Tech.) 

January 15 

January 26, 12:00 noon (ET) 

Online Kira© Assessment 

Details at: https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/future-

students/supplementary-application 

Bachelor of 

Technology Degree 

Completion (Above 

Level 1) 

March 1 (May 

intake) 

July 1 

(September 

intake) 

November 1 

(January intake) 

Must be completed by the application deadline. 

Details at: https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/forms/bachelor-

technologydegree- 

completion-program-supplementary-application-form 
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PROGRAM APPLICATIONS MANDATORY SUPPLEMENTARY APPLICATIONS 

Biomedical Discovery 

& Commercialization 

(Level 3 III entry; 

Health Sciences 

(Above Level 2 II)) 

February 1 

February 1 

Supplementary application deadline - details at 

https://bdcprogram.mcmaster.ca/apply/ 

Computer Science I 

(Regular and Co-op) 
January 15 

January 26, 12:00 noon (ET) 

Online Kira© Assessment 

Details at: https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/future-

students/supplementary-application 

Computer Science 

(Above Level 1) 

(Regular and Coop) 

April 1 

April 17 

Online Kira© Assessment 

Details at: https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/futurestudents/ 

supplementary-application 

Engineering 1 

(Regular and 

Co-op) 

January 15 

January 26, 12:00 noon (ET) 

Online Kira© Assessment 

Details at: https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/future-

students/supplementary-application 

Engineering (Above 

Level 1) (Regular and 

Co-op) 

Engineering & 

Management (Above 

Level 1) (Regular and 

Coop) 

Engineering & 

Society 

April 1 

April 17 

Online Kira© Assessment 

Details at: https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/futurestudents/ 

supplementary-application 
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PROGRAM APPLICATIONS MANDATORY SUPPLEMENTARY APPLICATIONS 

(Above Level 1) 

(Regular and Co-op) 

Honours Health 

Sciences I 
January 15 

Early February 

Details at: https://bhsc.mcmaster.ca https://hhsp.mcmaster.ca  

Honours Health 

Sciences I Level II 

Transfer 

(Above Level 1 I) 

 April 1 
Early May 

Details at: https://bhsc.mcmaster.ca https://hhsp.mcmaster.ca  

Health 

Sciences  (Above 

Level II) Biomedical 

Discovery & 

Commercialization 

Program 

February 1 
February 1 

https://bdcprogram.mcmaster.ca/apply/bhsc-admission-requirements/ 

Honours Biology and 

Pharmacology Co-op 

(Above Level II) 

February 1 
Mandatory Letter of Intent specifying reasons for applying and applicant 

suitability for the program. Email biophrm@mcmaster.ca by February 1. 

Honours Integrated 

Science I 
 January 15 

 February 1 

Details at: https://www.science.mcmaster.ca/sis/undergraduate/isci/isci-

admission-requirements.html 

Integrated 

Biomedical 

Engineering & Health 

Sciences 1 1 (Regular 

and Co-op) 

January 15 

January 26, 12:00 noon (ET) 

Online Kira© Assessment 

Details at: https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/ibiomed/programs/ibehs-

1/admissions/  

Details at: https://www.eng.mcmaster.ca/ibiomed/ibehs-1/   

Page 97 of 181

https://bhsc.mcmaster.ca/
https://hhsp.mcmaster.ca/
https://bhsc.mcmaster.ca/
https://hhsp.mcmaster.ca/


PROGRAM APPLICATIONS MANDATORY SUPPLEMENTARY APPLICATIONS 

Integrated Business 

& Humanities 
January 15 

February 1 

Online Kira© Assessment. For more information see: 

https://ug.degroote.mcmaster.ca/academic-programs/integrated-

business-humanities/ 

Integrated 

Rehabilitation and 

Humanities Program 

(Above Level I) 

April 1 

April 30 at 11:59 pm (ET)    

For more information see:    

Future Students - Integrated Rehabilitation & Humanities (mcmaster.ca)   

Justice, Political 

Philosophy & Law 
April 1 

April 30 

For more information see: 

https://philos.humanities.mcmaster.ca/undergraduate-programs/ 

justice-political-philosophy-and-law-program/ 

Midwifery (including 

submission of all 

transcripts) 

January 15 

Note: You must complete all prerequisite subjects requirements and 

submit all transcripts by February 1. by the application deadline date.  

 

High school applicants: If the Grade 12 prerequisite subjects will be in 

progress by February 1, the corresponding Grade 11 subjects with final 

grades must be included in your transcripts/grade data. The 

corresponding Grade 11 subjects for prerequisite subjects must be 

included in the Grade 12 transcript to be submitted to the University be 

February 1, if you are completing the corresponding Grade 12 subject in 

the second semester.  

You must complete a Casper assessment on one of the dates listed for 

McMaster Midwifery on https://acuityinsights.app/. Note: Indigenous 

applicants are exempt from this requirement. 

You must complete Casper on one of the dates listed on 

https://takealtus.com/welcome_to_takealtus/. 

 

You must complete the Identity and Admissions Survey found here 

https://midwiferyundergrad.mcmaster.ca/prospective-students/  
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PROGRAM APPLICATIONS MANDATORY SUPPLEMENTARY APPLICATIONS 

https://surveys.mcmaster.ca/limesurvey/index.php/675272?lang=en by 

February 1.  

Nursing I: Secondary 

School Applicants 
February 1 

You must complete Casper on one of the dates listed on 

the CASPerTMwebsite, https://takealtus.com/welcome_to_takealtus/.  

You must complete a Casper assessment on one of the dates listed for 

McMaster Midwifery on https://acuityinsights.app/. Note: Indigenous 

(First Nations, Inuit and Métis) applicants who have self-identified 

through the Facilitated Indigenous admission process will not be 

required to complete this assessment.  

Note: Indigenous (First Nations, Inuit and Métis) applicants are 

encouraged to consider an application through the Facilitated 

Indigenous Admission Program (FIAP).  Those who have been endorsed 

through FIAP will be exempt from completing the Casper assessment.  

Nursing 1 I 

(university transfer 

applicants from 

programs other than 

Nursing and 

applicants from 

college pre-health 

programs (including 

submission of all 

official transcripts) 

February 1 

You must complete Casper on one of the dates listed on 

the CASPerTMwebsite, https://takealtus.com/welcome_to_takealtus/.  

You must complete a Casper assessment on one of the dates listed for 

McMaster Midwifery on https://acuityinsights.app/. Note: Indigenous 

(First Nations, Inuit and Métis) applicants who have self-identified 

through the Facilitated Indigenous admission process will not be 

required to complete this assessment.  

Note: Indigenous (First Nations, Inuit and Métis) applicants are 

encouraged to consider an application through the Facilitated 

Indigenous Admission Program (FIAP).  Those who have been endorsed 

through FIAP will be exempt from completing the Casper assessment.  

Nursing: Transfer 

from another Nursing 

program to the 

McMaster site. 

February 1 

Students from other university Nursing programs should contact the 

McMaster Nursing program office at 905-525-9140, ext. 22232, for 

information about transfer options and application procedures. 

McMaster will not typically accept transfer applications from students 

already in a Nursing program elsewhere. 
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PROGRAM APPLICATIONS MANDATORY SUPPLEMENTARY APPLICATIONS 

 

In addition, you must have completed or already registered for any 

prerequisite subjects by February 1, 20245.  

Nursing Basic-

Accelerated Stream 

(above level 1 I) 

(including submission 

of all official 

transcripts) 

February 1 

You must complete Casper on one of the dates listed on 

the CASPerTMwebsite, https://takealtus.com/welcome_to_takealtus/.  

You must complete a Casper assessment on one of the dates listed for 

McMaster Midwifery on https://acuityinsights.app/. Note: Indigenous 

(First Nations, Inuit and Métis) applicants who have self-identified 

through the Facilitated Indigenous admission process will not be 

required to complete this assessment. 

Note: Indigenous (First Nations, Inuit and Métis) applicants are 

encouraged to consider an application through the Facilitated 

Indigenous Admission Program (FIAP).  Those who have been endorsed 

through FIAP will be exempt from completing the Casper assessment.  

In addition, you must have completed or already registered for any 

prerequisite subjects by February 1, 20245. 

Nursing Post-

Diploma RPN Stream 

(Mohawk)  

February 1 

You must complete Casper on one of the dates listed on 

the CASPerTMwebsite, https://takealtus.com/welcome_to_takealtus/.  

You must complete a Casper assessment on one of the dates listed for 

McMaster Midwifery on https://acuityinsights.app/.  Note: Indigenous 

(First Nations, Inuit and Métis) applicants who have self-identified 

through the Facilitated Indigenous admission process will not be 

required to complete this assessment.   

Note: Indigenous (First Nations, Inuit and Métis) applicants are 

encouraged to consider an application through the Facilitated 

Indigenous Admission Program (FIAP).  Those who have been endorsed 

through FIAP will be exempt from completing the Casper assessment.  

In addition, you must have completed or already registered for any 

prerequisite subjects by February 1, 20245. 
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PROGRAM APPLICATIONS MANDATORY SUPPLEMENTARY APPLICATIONS 

Physician Assistant 

(including submission 

of all official 

transcripts) 

Note: This program is 

not open to 

International 

Applicants. This 

program is open to 

Canadian citizens and 

present 

Permanent Residents 

of Canada only. 

 January 15 

The supplementary application will be released by February 23 and must 

be completed by noon (ET) on February 29, 20245. 

https://physicianassistant.mcmaster.ca/ 

Social Work  January 15 

 February 1 

You must complete a supplementary application. 

https://socialwork.socsci.mcmaster.ca/undergraduate-programs/  

Wilson College of 

Leadership and Civic 

Engagement 

Please see 

program 

website 

You must complete a supplemental application. You can find information 

about the supplemental application on our website: 

https://wilsoncollege.mcmaster.ca/programs/ 

Application Deadlines for All Other McMaster Programs for 
Fall and Winter Terms 

*February 1 - Applications from applicants with no postsecondary experience will be reviewed for admission pending 

space availability in the program. All supporting official documentation must be received by February 15, 20245. All 

applications received after February 1, 20245, or without all paperwork submitted by February 15, 20245, will be 

considered only if there is space available in the program. 

April 1 - The final date to apply for admission and submit all required documentation for admission consideration is April 

1. This final deadline applies to all international and domestic applicants. 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

DEADLINE 

Ontario High School 

Applicants (Recommended) 

January 15 April 1 

Early Deadline* (see above) February 1 February 15 

Final Deadline Domestic Applicants April 1 April 1 

Final Deadline International Applicants April 1 April 1 

B.Tech. Degree Completion Program Only - 

January Entry 

May Entry 

September Entry 

  

November 1 

March 1 

July 1 

  

November 15 

March 15 

July 15 

Spring/Summer Term 

  DOMESTIC DEADLINE INTERNATIONAL DEADLINE 

May Entry (Term 1 or 3) April 1 April 1 

Supporting Documentation for May Entry April 1 April 1 

June Entry (Term 2) May 15 May 15 

Supporting Documentation for June Entry May 15 May 15 

Former McMaster Students: Re-admission / Re-instatement Deadlines 
for Fall and Winter Terms 

  DOMESTIC DEADLINE INTERNATIONAL DEADLINE 

Re-instatement Deadline September entry - June 30 

May entry - April 1 

September entry - June 30 

May entry - April 1 
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June entry - May 15 

 

Humanities September entry - July 

15 

June entry - May 15 

 

Humanities September entry - July 

15 

Re-admission Deadline July 15 July 15 

Nursing Deadline February 1 February 1 

Physician Assistant January 15 N/A 

Academic Advising for Admitted Students 

Applicants offered admission to a program at McMaster, will be asked to confirm acceptance of the offer. Admission 

offers will include information regarding acceptance procedures, a response deadline and registration procedures. 

Admission acceptance deadlines specified in the Offer of Admission letter are strictly enforced. Accepting the offer of 

admission well before the specified deadline date is recommended. 

An Admission offer letter may recommend that a student meet with an Academic Advisor prior to enrolling in courses. 

For Level 1 students, although summer advising and registration sessions are not compulsory, it is recommended to 

participate. 

4. Review of Admission and Re-Admission Decisions 

No appeal procedure shall be available for decisions on admission or re-admission to the University. Such decisions 

may be reviewed within the following framework: 

a. An applicant to the University believes the admission or re-admission decision, or, in the case of a transfer 

student the decision to grant credits, is incorrect, or based on incorrect or incomplete information, may, within 

one week of receiving the decision, request a review of that decision by writing to the Senior Associate 

Registrar, Undergraduate Admissions, stating why they think the decision should be reviewed. 

b. The Senior Associate Registrar, Undergraduate Admissions, shall determine whether the information on which 

the decision was based was incomplete or incorrect and, if so, shall refer the request for review to the 

appropriate Faculty Committee. That Committee shall make a final decision and report it to the Senior Associate 

Registrar, Undergraduate Admissions, who shall then convey the decision in writing to the student. 

Enquiries: Application Procedures 
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For information about applying to McMaster, visit: https://future.mcmaster.ca/apply/, or direct your enquiries to our 

online chat: https://future.mcmaster.ca/contact-us/ 

General Academic Regulations 

This section outlines the general undergraduate academic regulations of the University.  Students must read and comply 

with both these regulations and those set out by their Faculty elsewhere in this Undergraduate Calendar, as 

applicable.  In the event of a conflict between the Faculty/Program Regulations and these General Academic Regulations, 

the program regulations take precedence. 

Since the Academic Regulations are continually reviewed, the University reserves the right to change the regulations in 

this section of the Calendar. The University also reserves the right to cancel the academic privileges of a student at any 

time should the student's scholastic record or conduct warrant so doing. 

Faculties are authorized to use discretion in special situations by taking into account past practice, the spirit of the 

regulations, and extraordinary circumstances. Students who believe their situations warrant special consideration should 

consult the appropriate Faculty/Program Office. 

Academic Commitments 

Students should expect to have academic commitments for instructional activities (e.g., lectures, labs, tutorials, etc.) 

Monday through Saturday, normally 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m., but not on statutory holidays, as outlined in the Sessional 

Dates. Also, students may be required to write tests or examinations Monday through Sunday. Students are responsible 

for meeting all course requirements, including final examinations, as scheduled.  

Academic Accommodations: Religious, Indigenous or Spiritual 
Observances 

Students who require accommodations to meet religious, Indigenous or Spiritual Observances are expected to read the 

Policy on Academic Accommodation for Religious, Indigenous and Spiritual Observances ("RISO policy") and must make their 

requests within 10 working days from the beginning of the start of term to their Faculty/Program Office. (In the event of 

a conflict between the Policy and these General Academic Regulations, the Policy takes precedence.) 

Academic Accommodations: Permanent Disability, Temporary 
Disability, and Retroactive Accommodation 
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Students seeking an accommodation related to a permanent or temporary disability, or a retroactive accommodation, 

are expected to read the Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities policy. (In the event of a conflict between the 

Policy and these General Academic Regulations, the Policy takes precedence.) Important excerpts from the current policy 

include: 

• students are not to seek accommodation directly from their professors, instructors, and/or teaching assistants. 

Accommodation requests should be directed to Student Accessibility Services or the Faculty Office; 

• students are not required to reveal their private medical information, such as the cause of the disability, 

diagnosis, symptoms or treatment (unless these clearly relate to the accommodation being sought) to register 

with Student Accessibility Services, or receive accommodations or supports; 

• students may request interim accommodations for disabilities (this includes mental health disabilities) pending 

receipt of medical documentation; 

• both Temporary and Permanent disabilities will be accommodated  

o Permanent Disability is where a functional limitation will occur for more than one academic term or as 

defined by a regulated health professional. 

o Temporary Disability may be a short-term injury or illness (such as mononucleosis, a broken limb or 

concussion) or an episodic condition (e.g. mental illness) where a functional limitation generally occurs 

within one academic term or less or as defined by a regulated health professional. 

• requests for accommodation should be submitted in a prompt and timely manner. Requests made after a 

deadline has passed may be considered Retroactive Accommodations. A Retroactive Accommodation may be for 

either a Permanent or Temporary Disability when the request is made after the fact (e.g. after a course has been 

completed), as the result of the discovery or diagnosis of an existing disability of which the student was 

previously unaware. 

Sessional Dates 

Please visit the Sessional Dates page for important dates for this academic year. 

Student Responsibilities 

Academic 

McMaster University provides many resources to help students achieve their academic goals, including the 

Undergraduate Calendar, program advisement reports and academic advisors. 

Students must assume certain responsibilities. They include: 

• meeting admission requirements and application deadlines for their intended program(s) of study 
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• selecting and completing courses in an order that meets requisite and program requirements 

• becoming familiar with and respecting University Sessional Dates, the General Academic Regulations, their 

Faculty/Program-specific regulations, and the Regulations for Aid and Awards as found in the appropriate 

sections of this Calendar. 

Students who do not follow these guidelines may experience academic consequences such as cancellation of course 

enrolment, completion of courses that are not counted toward their degree, or delayed graduation. 

In addition to the responsibilities listed above, students are expected to:  

• know and follow the Senate policies  

• keep their student account in good standing, paying all charges on time 

• be aware that changes to course load and program may affect eligibility for government and University aid and 

awards (e.g. OSAP, work programs, bursaries, scholarships, etc.) 

• consult with Student Accessibility Services in a timely manner to make disability related accommodation 

requests under the Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities policy 

Enrolment 

Access to Undergraduate Courses 

The University endeavours to enable students to enrol in required courses so that their program admission 

requirements, course requisites, and program progression can be achieved in a timely manner. 

Enrolment capacities are set on all undergraduate courses taking into account enrolment projections along with 

resources and type of course (required or elective). Where students are selecting from a list of required courses, access 

to a specific course is not guaranteed when there is another course available to meet a specific degree requirement. 

The University reserves the right to change a student's enrolment in classes should the need occur (e.g. low enrolment, 

urgent timetable changes, etc.). 

Communication 

It is the student's responsibility to: 

• maintain current contact information with the University, including address, phone numbers, and emergency 

contact information 

• use the university provided e-mail address or maintain a valid forwarding e-mail address 
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• regularly check the official University communications channels, including the Mosaic Student Centre. Official 

University communications are considered received if sent by postal mail, by fax, or by e-mail to the student's 

designated primary e-mail account via their @mcmaster.ca account 

• accept that forwarded e-mails may be lost and that e-mail is considered received if sent via the student's 

@mcmaster.ca account 

Due Date Restrictions 

Academic assessments, due dates and evaluations are described in course outlines except where other University 

policies apply, e.g., Student Accessibility Services (SAS) accommodations, deferred exams, etc.  When students are aware 

of their progress early in a course they can make informed decisions. Restrictions are placed on academic obligations to 

enable students to plan their work schedules. 

1. Due dates for all term work must be on or before the final day of classes for courses with a final 

examination.  For courses with no final examination, academic assessments can be due on or before the final 

date of examinations. 

2. Academic obligations cannot be due during the December holiday break or the fall and winter mid-term 

recesses, with the exception of deferred exams scheduled by the Office of the Registrar. 

3. The Test and Examination Ban period is the last 5 days of classes plus the day(s) between the end of classes and 

the beginning of examinations, and:  

a) Tests, quizzes, exams and take-home exams worth more than 10% cannot be assigned or due during the 

last five days of classes plus the days(s) between the end of classes and the beginning of examinations.   

b) Assignments worth more than 10% that are assigned at the beginning of the course and noted on the 

course outline, can be due during this time period, provided students are given sufficient additional 

detail to enable them to work on the assignment in advance of the due date. 

4. Academic obligations cannot be due during the December holiday break or the fall and winter mid-term 

recesses, with the exception of deferred exams scheduled by the Office of the Registrar. 

Maximum Value of Academic Assessments 

1. Student learning in undergraduate courses should be assessed on more than one occasion. To that end, no single 

academic obligation (e.g., essay, test, examination, etc.) should have a value of more than 75% of the final grade 

without approval from the Department Chair or Associate Dean's Office. Clinical, placement, thesis and capstone 

courses are exempt. 

2. For students requiring relief from an academic obligation, it is at the discretion of the instructor to determine the 

nature of the relief. In cases such as this, students can be offered the choice of another assessment or the option 
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of writing a final examination which may be worth more than 75% of the course grade.  

 

Online Assessments 
If students taking online assessments experience technical difficulties, the student must immediately report the difficulty. 

Reporting may take different forms dependent upon the online platform being used. Options to report difficulties may 

include emailing the appropriate contact (Instructor or designate as set by the Instructor); accessing a chat function 

(where available) within the online platform to document any difficulties. 

 

Early Feedback 

1. All students must receive feedback regarding their progress prior to the final date by which a student last day for 

withdrawing from courses may cancel the course without failure by default. 

2. For Level 1 and Level 2 courses, this feedback must equal a minimum of 20% of the final grade. 

3. For Level 3 courses and above, this feedback must equal a minimum of 10% of the final grade. 

4. For courses where it is difficult to achieve a numeric grade due to the design of the course (e.g., supervised 

study, thesis, capstone, inquiry, independent research/study, experiential courses, etc.), clear and early feedback 

must be provided. 

5. When academic obligations are completed by the due dates in the course outline, early feedback will be received 

by the final date by which a student can cancel a course last day for withdrawing from courses without failure by 

default.  Students who use the MSAF process and other petitionable accommodations may not receive feedback 

by the early feedback deadline. 

Residence Requirements 

Most students complete all undergraduate work at McMaster University. However, students who complete work at other 

universities must meet the minimum requirements set out below. 

To obtain any four- or five-level, first undergraduate degree: 

• at least two levels (approximately 60 units of work) beyond Level 1, including the final level, must be completed 

at McMaster University. 

To obtain a three-level, first undergraduate degree: 
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• the final level and at least one other level (a minimum of approximately 60 units of work) must be completed at 

McMaster University, 

or, 

• the final level (approximately 30 units of work) including at least 18 units of program- specific requirements must 

be completed at McMaster University. 

Courses taken at another university on a Letter of Permission will not count toward the residence requirements. 

All course work for a second bachelor's degree must be completed at McMaster University. 

McMaster University’s Notice of Collection, Use and 
Disclosure Statement 
On June 10, 2006, Ontario universities became subject to the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act 
(FIPPA). As its name implies, the legislation has two distinct purposes and each of these carries with it a different set of 
requirements. 

Under Freedom of Information, the public has the right of access to all of the recorded information which is in 
McMaster’s custody and control (with some specific limitations). In order to facilitate this right of access, the University is 
required to prepare descriptions of the institution’s records and personal information banks (PIBs). These directories, 
which must be published annually, are intended for use by the public to determine the information generally maintained 
by each institution. 

The University Secretary and Privacy Officer is the appointed head of the institution for FIPPA purposes. While the Privacy 
Office (University Secretariat) has primary responsibility for the administration of FIPPA-related matters, a great deal of 
information is routinely available at McMaster without the need to submit a formal request.  Formal Freedom of 
Information requests must be directed to the Privacy Office (University Secretariat), who will contact the appropriate 
university department. Information on making a formal request can be found on our webpage Filing a Freedom of 
Information (FOI) request. 

McMaster University's Notice of Collection, Use and 
Disclosure Statement 
The Protection of Privacy provisions of the Act regulate the collection, use, disclosure, security and retention of personal 
information in the University’s custody and control. Many of the administrative requirements of this section of the 
legislation have been addressed previously with the introduction in 1995 of McMaster’s Guidelines on Access to 
Information and Protection of Privacy, and the federal Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act 
(2000), which as of January 2004 imposed similar requirements on those sectors of the University involved in commercial 
activity. The University has developed a Notice of Collection, Use and Disclosure statement, outlining the kind of 
personal information that is collected and the use that is made of such information. You may review each section of the 
Collection Notice below. 

For questions regarding this Notice of Collection, Use, and Disclosure Statement, please contact Andrea Thyrett-Kidd, 
University Privacy Officer, in the Privacy Office (University Secretariat), 210 Gilmour Hall, 1280 Main Street West, 
Hamilton ON L8S 4L8, privacy@mcmaster.ca, 905-525-9140 ext. 24337. 

Introduction 
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1. McMaster University collects and retains the personal information of students, alumni and other parties, 
including but not limited to faculty, staff, visiting academics and private citizens using services provided by 
McMaster University under the legal authority of the McMaster University Act,1976. 

2. The principal purpose for collecting personal information by the University is to execute the functions of the 
University and to administer the relationship between the University and its students, alumni, employees, 
clients, suppliers, partners and others. 

3. The University uses and discloses personal information in ways consistent with this Statement unless otherwise 
informed at the time of collection. Questions about this collection should be directed to Andrea Thyrett-Kidd, 
University Privacy Officer, in the Privacy Office (University Secretariat), 210 Gilmour Hall, 1280 Main Street West, 
Hamilton ON L8S 4L8, privacy@mcmaster.ca,905-525-9140 ext. 24337. 

General Uses of Personal Information 
4.  All activities, programs and technologies that collect, use, retain and disclose personal information are 
assessed to protect individuals’ privacy. To provide members of the University community with services and 
programs, the University may use your information for the following purposes: 

a. recruitment, admission and registration, academic programs and evaluations, and graduation; 

b. evaluation of academic and non-academic programs; 

c. employment-related matters; 

d. assistance to student associations, retiree associations and the University’s Alumni Association; 

e. financial assistance, awards and payment of fees; 

f. alumni and development activities; 

g. institutional planning and statistics; 

h. centralization or sharing of service delivery among academic units, administrative services and programs; 

i. reporting to government agencies, funding agencies and professional licensing bodies; 

j. safety and security; 

k. detection, monitoring and prevention of non-compliance with policies, regulations and procedures; and 

l. promotion in print, electronic and internet publications. 

Video Surveillance 
5. Video surveillance cameras monitor areas of McMaster’s campuses to promote public safety. Further information can be 
found in the Closed Circuit Television Surveillance Policy or by contacting Security Services. Surveillance recordings are 
retained for 30 calendar days unless related to an investigation. 
 

Cookies and Remarketing Services 
6. The University uses cookies for remarketing services (advertising based on visits to previous web pages) and 
analytics. No personal or identifying information is gathered or transmitted with this cookie. Individuals may opt 
out of cookies by changing their browser settings or using a browser plugin permanently. 
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Disclosure of Personal Information 
7. The University shall not disclose Personal Information to external individuals or organizations unless: 

a. otherwise provided by this Notice of Collection, Use and Disclosure of Personal Information Statement; 

b. the individual is notified of such potential disclosure when the Personal Information is collected; 

c. the individual has consented to the disclosure; or 

d. permitted under applicable privacy legislation, including FIPPA, PHIPA, or the Health Protection and Promotion 
Act (HPPA). 

Uses of Alumni/Student Personal Information: Information 
Collected for Public Purpose 

8. The University considers the following information as information collected and maintained to create a record 
that is available to the public and that may be published in print or electronic format:: 

a.. the names of graduates, the credentials conferred by the University and the date received. Educational history other 
than University-conferred credentials will be released only by Student consent (for example, forwarding transcripts or 
other official documentation to another institution on behalf of a student or graduate); 

b. the recipient of excellence scholarships or other prizes or honours awarded by the University or a third party. The 
names, programs and other similar personal information of the recipients of honours, such as inclusion on a dean’s list or 
receipt of a scholarship, are used by the University to create and maintain a public record; and 

c. voluntary membership on teams representing the University or participation in events as a representative of the 
University is considered an agreement by the member or participant to the public disclosure of limited personal 
information, such as name, degree/program, and other team- or event-related information; 

d. many scholarships, bursaries and prizes have specific additional collection and disclosure conditions. McMaster 
assumes that persons applying for scholarships, bursaries, and awards have agreed to the relevant conditions; and 

e. publicly available personal information may be collected to update alumni records and recognize outstanding 
achievements or distinguished service by alumni in University and McMaster University Alumni Association (MAA) 
publications. 

Information Shared Internally 
9. To allow for core operations, including elections, the University may provide personal information of alumni 
and students to the McMaster Students’ Union (MSU), McMaster Graduate Students’ Association 
(GSA), McMaster University Alumni Association (MAA) and other similar organizations. 

10. The University may also use the personal information of students and alumni to collect fees on behalf of 
these organizations. The University, on behalf of the MSU and GSA, discloses student personal information to 
insurers selected by the students’ associations. These constituent student groups use personal information for 
membership, administration, elections, annual general meetings, health plans and other matters related to 
membership benefits only. Please contact the relevant Student Union or Association office if you have questions 
about this collection, use and disclosure of your personal information and their respective privacy policies. 

11. The University and MAA share alumni personal information with affinity partners who may contact you about 
their services. You may opt out of receiving this information. Please see the MAA Privacy Policy for details. 
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12. To provide library services, the personal information of University library patrons is collected, used, and 
shared within the shared services library platform with participating collaborative futures University partners. 

Information Shared with Third-Party Partners 
13. Unless directed otherwise by the student, the University may disclose the contact information of graduating 
students to organizations providing convocation-related services, such as photography and degree framing. 

14, Information regarding student participation in work-study placements, co-op training, or University-directed 
external training may be disclosed to the relevant third-party partners. 

15. Any disclosure of Personal Information to a third-party partner must include the collection of express consent 
from the individuals for such disclosure to occur. 

Use of Personal Information in the Classroom and By 
Instructors 

16. The University collects students’ names to operate virtual and physical classroom environments. By 
registering for courses, students recognize and agree that their names may be disclosed to other members of the 
student body during activities such as taking attendance, assigning topics, organizing students for group work, 
assessing classroom participation, facilitating classroom discussion, working in learning management systems 
(such as Avenue to Learn) and organizing tutorials. Students concerned about such disclosures should contact 
the course instructor directly to identify possible alternatives. 

17. Some courses utilize services that help detect academic misconduct that requires a student’s work to be 
submitted to a third party. Courses requiring such services will include this in the course outline. By registering 
for these courses, students acknowledge and accept that some of their personal information may be submitted 
to a third party and may be retained for future use. 

18. The University may also retain materials submitted in courses for use and disclosure as samples for course 
design and evaluation. Course materials may also be retained until operational use ceases regarding petitions, 
cases of academic misconduct, or other similar uses (see Academic Integrity Policy, Research Integrity 
Policy and Appeals Form A, Form B, and Form C). 

Administrative Uses of Personal Information 
19. Social Insurance Numbers (SIN) are collected under the authority of the Income Tax Act when required. 

20. Address, telephone, email and other information may be used to contact you by any department within the 
University, including our ancillary services and external agencies involved in collecting fees and fines owing to the 
University. This includes the collection of fines for parking-related infractions. 

21. The University uses a range of third parties located in Canada and other countries to deliver services for 
students and employees on its behalf. Before entering into an agreement with a supplier, McMaster has a privacy 
and security impact assessment process available to identify risks and make recommendations to ensure 
personal information will be securely collected and stored and used only as needed. 

22. The University may collect personal information from other relevant sources, including, without limitation, 
from the Ontario Universities’ Application Centre (OUAC), secondary schools, colleges, universities and other 
institutions previously attended, including third-party services and test score providers where the items collected 
form a part of the application or admission process to a University program. Applicants may be contacted about 
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admission opportunities other than those specifically identified by the applicant. They may also be contacted to 
guide the improvement of the University’s services and offerings. 

23. Personal information provided to the University and placed in a student record or personnel record will be 
protected and used in compliance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (RSO 1990) and 
will be disclosed only in accordance with this Act. If you have any questions about the collection and use of 
student information, please contact the Office of the Registrar. If you have any questions about the collection 
and use of employee information, please contact Human Resources Services at hr.mcmaster@mcmaster.ca. 

24. Registration records, educational history and supporting documents, including records of misconduct, may be 
used for the adjudication of admission, progression, and graduation with respect to various programs. Such 
information may be transmitted to other educational institutions and partners involved in the delivery of 
programs offered at, with, or through McMaster, including, but not limited to, entities engaged in the provision 
of joint degrees, cross-registration, practicums, exchanges, placements, co-op positions and service-learning 
opportunities. Personal information may be collected, used, and disclosed in petition or appeal processes and for 
disciplinary or security purposes. 

25. Personal information is used to create class lists, grade submission lists and other materials needed for 
administrative purposes by employees of the University. Identity Cards and their photos may be used by the 
University and other contracted third parties for administrative purposes such as identity verification. 

26. Personal information may be used or disclosed to determine eligibility for scholarships, bursaries and other 
forms of student aid and to promote the availability of such assistance. 

27. Personal information may be used for institutional development, fundraising programs and initiatives. Forms 
may also be pre-populated with an individual’s name and ID number to assist with tasks such as donating or 
registering for an event. 

Use of Personal Information for Academic Research 
  28.  Research involving personal information collection, use or disclosure will follow a review and approval 
process administered by the relevant University research administration office and the McMaster Research 
Ethics Board (MREB). The collection, use, or disclosure of this information will comply with University policies 
and provincial and federal regulatory requirements. 

Statistics and Reporting 
29. The University uses personal information to create various statistical and analytical reports that guide 
planning and administration. Personal information may also be transferred to external entities involved in 
research and statistical analysis of student experience and accomplishment to improve the quality and 
effectiveness of the University’s programs, policies and practices. 

30. Email and physical addresses of samples of the student body may be provided to organizations that collect 
student opinions regarding the quality of the educational environment offered by the University. Such research 
and analyses include the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) and the Canadian Graduate and 
Professional Student Survey (CGPSS). 

31. Personal information may be transferred to ministries and agencies of the Ontario Government and the 
Government of Canada as required by statute or regulation. This includes transfers to entities such as Statistics 
Canada, the Ministry of Colleges and Universities (MCU), and Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada. 
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32. As a Designated Educational Institution, the Income Tax Act requires the University to make reasonable 
efforts to obtain students’ Social Insurance Numbers (SIN) and report these annually to the Canada Revenue 
Agency as part of the Tuition and Enrolment Certificate for each full-time and part-time student. In addition to 
SIN, the certificate includes enrolment information such as the number of months of full-time or part-time 
enrolment and tuition fees. A student’s SIN may also be used to support the processing of financial aid or other 
administrative purposes, including processing payment for student employees. 

Disclosure of Information to the Ministry of Colleges and 
Universities 

33. The University must disclose personal information such as Ontario Education Numbers, student 
characteristics and educational outcomes to the Ministry of Colleges and Universities under s. 15 of the Ministry 
of Training, Colleges and Universities Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter M.19, as amended. The ministry collects this data 
for purposes such as planning, allocating and administering public funding to colleges, universities, and other 
postsecondary education and training institutions and to conduct research and analysis, including longitudinal 
studies and statistical activities conducted by or on behalf of the Ministry for purposes that relate to 
postsecondary education and training. 

34. Any information collected by the University for self-identification as a member of a specific group (i.e., First 
Generation, First Nations, etc.) may be subject to disclosure to the MCU by McMaster and collected by the MCU 
pursuant to its statutory authority. Further information on how the MCU uses personal information is available 
on the ministry’s website (https://www.ontario.ca/page/privacy-statement). 

35. Information on how the Ministry of Colleges and Universities uses this personal information is available on 
the ministry’s website or by writing to Director, Postsecondary Finance Branch, Postsecondary Education Division 
7th Floor, Mowat Block, 900 Bay Street Toronto, Ontario, M7A 1L2. 

Disclosure of Information to Statistics Canada 
36. Statistics Canada is the national statistical agency. As such, Statistics Canada carries out hundreds of surveys 
yearly on a wide range of matters, including education. 

37. The Statistics Act provides the legal authority for Statistics Canada to obtain access to personal information 
held by educational institutions. The information may be used for statistical purposes only, and the 
confidentiality provisions of the Federal Statistics Act prevent the information from being released in any way 
that would identify a student. 

38. Statistics Canada asks all colleges and universities to provide data on students and graduates. Institutions 
collect and provide information to Statistics Canada, including student identification information (student’s 
name, student ID number, Social Insurance Number), student contact information (address and telephone 
number), student demographic characteristics, enrolment information, previous education, and labour force 
activity. 

39. Community members may contact Statistics Canada by email if they have any questions: statcan.PSIS-
SIEP.statcan@canada.ca. 

Individuals Residing in the European Union 
40. For members of the University community who reside within the European Union (EU) or European 
Economic Area (EEU), the university acknowledges the rights granted to you under the General Data Protection 
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Regulation (GDPR). Please contact the Privacy Office (contact information provided above) if you have any 
questions or concerns about how your data is being collected, used, or disclosed. 

41. The GDPR does not apply to the University processing information belonging to individuals residing outside 
of the EU. The University must legally comply with Ontario’s Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act (FIPPA). 

McMaster University Statement on the Collection of Personal 
Information and the Protection of Privacy 
McMaster University collects and retains personal information of students, alumni and other parties, including but not 

limited to faculty, staff, visiting academics and private citizens using services provided by McMaster University, under the 

authority of the McMaster University Act, 1976. This information is used for the academic, administrative, employment-

related, safety and security, financial and statistical purposes of the University, including for the administration of 

admissions, registration, awards and scholarships, convocation, alumni relations and other fundamental activities related 

to being a member of the University community, a user of services provided by McMaster or an attendee of, or applicant 

to, a public post-secondary institution in the Province of Ontario. The information will be used, among other things, to 

admit, register and graduate students, record academic achievement, issue library cards and, where applicable, local 

transit passes, to provide access to information systems and to operate academic, financial, athletic, recreational, 

residence, alumni and other University programs. Additionally, this information may be shared with other institutions of 

higher education in order to administer collaborative programs. Information on admissions, registration and academic 

achievement may also be disclosed and used for statistical and research purposes by the University, other post-

secondary educational institutions and the federal and provincial governments. The names of alumni, their Faculty and 

program, award information, degree(s) awarded and date of graduation is considered public information and may be 

published by McMaster University. In addition, student photographs posted by the University in the form of individual 

pictures or class pictures may be publicly displayed. Aside from the foregoing, the information you provide and any other 

information placed in a student record, or in a personnel record, will be protected and used in compliance with Ontario's 

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (RSO 1990) and will be disclosed only in accordance with this Act. If you 

have any questions about the collection and use of this information please contact the University Registrar, University 

Hall, Room 209, Student Records, Gilmour Hall, Room 108, or the University Secretary, Gilmour Hall, Room 210, 

McMaster University. 

McMaster University may also collect personal information from other relevant sources including, without limitation, the 

Ontario Universities' Application Centre, secondary schools, colleges, universities and other institutions previously 

attended, including third-party services and test score providers where the items collected form a part of the application 

or admission process to a university program. 

Furthermore, McMaster is required to disclose personal information such as Ontario Education Numbers, student 

characteristics and educational outcomes to the Ministry of Colleges and Universities. The Ministry collects this data for 
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purposes such as planning, allocating and administering public funding to colleges, universities and other post-secondary 

educational and training institutions and to conduct research and analysis, including longitudinal studies, and statistical 

activities conducted by or on behalf of the Ministry for purposes that relate to post-secondary education and training. 

Any information collected by McMaster for the purposes of self-identification as a member of a specific group (i.e. First 

Generation, First Nations, etc.) may be subject to disclosure to the Ministry by McMaster and collected by the Ministry 

pursuant to its statutory authority. Further information on how the Ministry uses personal information is available on the 

ministry's website (https://www.ontario.ca/page/ministry-colleges-universities). 

In addition to collecting personal information for the purposes noted above, McMaster University collects specific and 

limited personal information on behalf of the McMaster Student Union, the McMaster Association of Part-time Students 

and/or the McMaster Graduate Students Association. These constituent student groups use personal information for the 

purpose of membership, administration, elections, annual general meetings, health plans and other related matters only. 

Please contact the relevant Student Union or Association office if you have questions about this collection, use and 

disclosure of your personal information and their respective privacy policies.   

June 2019 

Notification of Disclosure of Personal Information to Statistics 
Canada 

Statistics Canada is the national statistical agency. As such, Statistics Canada carries out hundreds of surveys each year on 

a wide range of matters, including education. In order to carry out such studies, Statistics Canada asks all colleges and 

universities to provide data on students and graduates. Institutions collect and provide to Statistics Canada student 

identification information (student's name, student ID number), student contact information (address and telephone 

number), student demographic characteristics, enrolment information, previous education and labour force activity. 

The Federal Statistics Act provides the legal authority for Statistics Canada to obtain access to personal information held by 

educational institutions. The information may be used only for statistical purposes, and the confidentiality provisions of 

the Statistics Act prevent the information being released in any way that would identify a student. Students who do not 

wish to have their information used are able to ask Statistics Canada to remove their identification and contact 

information from the national database. For further information, please see Statistics Canada's web site at: 

http://www.statcan.ca or write to the Postsecondary Section, Centre for Education Statistics, 17th Floor, R.H. Coats 

Building, Tunney's Pasture, Ottawa, K1A 0T6. 

Record Retention 
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When individuals apply for admission to and enrolment in programs at McMaster they accept the University's right to 

collect pertinent personal information. This information is needed to assess qualifications for entry, establish records of 

performance in programs and courses, provide the basis for University aid and awards and governmental student aid 

programs, and to assist the University in the academic and financial administration of its affairs. All documentation 

submitted to the University in support of applications for admission, residence accommodation, University aid and 

awards, appeals and/or petitions becomes the property of the University.    

All application documents are normally destroyed at the end of each admission cycle for applicants who are not 

accepted, or who do not enrol following acceptance.  For applicants who become McMaster students, their application 

documents are normally destroyed five years after the last term of their enrolment at the University (regardless of 

whether or not they graduate).   

Supporting documentation relevant to government student aid programs (e.g., OSAP) is kept per the retention policies of 

the Federal and/or Provincial governments. Supporting documentation, relevant to the administration of online aid 

applications, as well as University aid and awards, will normally be destroyed after the petition for special consideration 

period, per the Regulations for Aid and Awards, has passed. 

All information needed to produce official transcripts is maintained permanently.  

Second Bachelor's Degree Programs 

For admission to a second undergraduate degree program a student must hold a first undergraduate degree.  A second 

degree is not available in all degrees and/or subject areas. See University Graduates Applying for a Second Bachelor's Degree. 

1. All work for the second degree must be completed at McMaster University. 

2. Second degree programs may not be available where there is substantial overlap in the requirements of the first 

degree. See individual Faculty/Program regulations or consult Faculty/Program Offices for exclusions or further 

information. 

3. Extra courses taken while enrolled in a first degree program, or courses completed as a Continuing Student, may, 

with the approval of the Faculty, be applied to the second degree program. 

4. Students must meet the same regulations for continuation and graduation as are applied to students enrolled in 

a first degree program.  

5. Credit from the first two degrees cannot be applied to a third undergraduate degree. To obtain a third 

undergraduate degree students must complete all program requirements, i.e. approximately 90 units for a three-

level degree and approximately 120 units for a four-level degree. 

Requirements for Second Bachelor's Degree Programs 
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• Honours Degree following a Three-Level Degree in the Same Subject: For consideration into an Honours B.A., 

Honours B.Sc., or Honours B.A.Sc. degree program following a three-level degree in the same subject, a 

Cumulative GPA of at least 5.0 in the first degree program is required. For consideration into all other eligible 

degree programs, a Cumulative GPA of at least 6.0 in the first degree program is required. If admitted, at least 30 

units beyond the first degree, including all program requirements, must be completed. 

• B.A. or B.Sc. in Another Subject: For consideration, students must meet the admission requirements for the 

program. If admitted, at least 30 units beyond the first degree, including all program requirements, must be 

completed.  Students are not eligible for a second B.A. or B.Sc. degree in a program in which they have been 

awarded a minor, however, they may apply for an honours second degree in that subject. 

• Honours B.A., Honours B.A.Sc., Honours B.Sc. or Honours B.H.Sc. in Another Subject: For consideration, 

students must meet the admission requirements for the program and have a Cumulative GPA of at least 5.0.  If 

admitted, at least 60 units beyond the first degree, including all program requirements, must be completed. 

• Honours B.M.R.Sc.: For consideration, students must meet the admissions requirements for the program.  If 

admitted, students will be required to complete a minimum of 24 units during Level 1 of the program. Some of 

these units may be extra to the degree requirements. 

• B. Eng., B.Tech., and B.A.Sc.: For consideration, students must meet the admission requirements for the 

program. If admitted, students must complete at least 60 units beyond the first degree including all program 

requirements. 

McMaster Students Studying at Another University: Letter of Permission (LOP) and 

Exchange (Study Abroad) 

1. McMaster students who wish to complete courses at another university for transfer credit towards their 

McMaster degree must be in good academic standing.  

2. Grades obtained in courses at another university will not be included in the calculation of McMaster averages, 

which may affect consideration for in-course academic awards. 

3. Courses taken at another university cannot be used to satisfy McMaster's Residence Requirements. 

4. Students may take up to six units at another university toward a minor.  

Letters of Permission (LOPs): 

Students may study outside of McMaster as a Visting Student at another accredited degree-granting 
institution with a Letter of Permission (LOP). 

A LOP must be approved by your Faculty/Program Office before you register at another institution. An approved LOP is a 
confirmation that a course you intend to take at another accredited degree-granting institution is acceptable for transfer 
credit toward your undergraduate degree at McMaster. 
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Requesting a Letter of Permission 

• Students are encouraged to review the policies and procedures of their Faculty and Program or Academic Program Office.   

Deadlines: 
• Students are required to submit an online application, via Mosaic. Normally, this should happen thirty (30) days prior to the 

date classes begin in each Term (see the Sessional Dates section of this Calendar). 
• Students must also consult the institution you wish to attend for any relevant deadlines and application procedures.  

 
LOP Course Taken in: Apply on Mosaic by: Submit other institution’s 

transcript to your Faculty by:  
Fall (Sept – Dec) August 1 January 20 
Winter Term (Jan – Apr) December 1 May 20* 
Spring/Summer (May – Aug) April 1 (spring), June 1 (summer) September 20 

*Students in Faculty of Health Sciences must submit transcripts for Winter courses by April 20. 

 

Student Eligibility: 

Students must: 

• be pursuing a first undergraduate degree at McMaster. 
• have completed a minimum of 18 units of coursework. 
• have a minimum cumulative grade point average (CGPA) of 3.50 /12.0 and be in Good Standing. 

Course Eligibility: 

A LOP may only be requested for a course that meets the following conditions: 

• Taken at an accredited degree-granting institution approved by the student’s Faculty/ Program Office. 
• The course must be graded on a numeric or letter-grade basis. Courses graded on a pass/fail structure,  credit/no 

credit basis or a challenge for credit process or equivalent are not eligible for transfer credit.  
• LOP will not normally be granted for a course that would exceed a student’s maximum allowable course load for 

a given academic term.  

Transfer Credit 

• Transfer credit will only be awarded for approved LOPs. 
• A student enrolled in an undergraduate degree program at McMaster is not permitted to be concurrently 

registered in a degree program at any other university.  
• Transfer credits appear on a student’s McMaster transcript, but do not count toward their GPA. Transfer credits 

do not count towards the unit count for the Dean’s Honour List or Provost’s Honour Roll. 
• Normally, if the course grade is 60% (C-) or higher, the McMaster transcript designation will read T, indicating 

transfer credit. Some programs require a higher course grade to grant transfer credit. If the course grade is lower 
than 60% (C-), the transcript designation will read NC, indicating no credit. If the student withdraws from the 
course, the transcript designation will read W, indicating withdrawn.  

• Once you have been granted a Letter of Permission, you are considered by McMaster to be enrolled in the 
course. If you drop or withdraw from the course at the host university, you must provide your Faculty/ Program 
Office with documentation confirming your withdrawal. Without such documentation, your transcript will read 
NC, indicating no credit for the LOP course.  
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• Up to six units of transfer credit may be counted towards a minor or concurrent certificate 
• Transfer credits awarded must not exceed the Residence Requirement limits as outlined in the General Academic 

Regulations section of the Calendar. 

 

1. Students must obtain necessary approval in advance from their Faculty/Program Office. 

2. Upon completion of course work, if a grade of 60% or better is obtained, the transcript designation reads T 

indicating transfer credit.  If less than a 60% grade is attained, the transcript designation reads NC indicating no 

credit. If the student withdraws from the course, the transcript designation reads W indicating withdrawn. 

3. Students who do not to use their Letter of Permission or drop the course must supply the Faculty/Program 

Office with a certified letter from the host university, otherwise a grade of NC will be placed on the transcript. 

Exchange (Study Abroad): 

1. Students must obtain necessary approvals in advance from both their Faculty/Program Office and International 

Student Services. 

2. Upon completion of course work, if a passing grade (as determined by the host university) is obtained, the 

transcript designation reads T indicating transfer credit.  If less than a passing grade is attained, the transcript 

designation reads NC indicating no credit. If the student withdraws from the course(s), the transcript designation 

reads W indicating withdrawn. 

3. Students who return from exchange prior to completion of course work must supply the Faculty/Program 

Office with a proof of withdrawal from the host university, otherwise grades of NC will be placed on the 

transcript. 

Credit in Courses by Special Assessment (Challenge Examinations) 

Students who have acquired knowledge at a different type of institution or in a manner that makes assessment of their 

qualifications difficult are permitted to seek degree credit through special assessment (Challenge for Credit). 

Challenge for credit is not intended to give credit for skills or knowledge gained through high school, college or previous 

university instruction. The special assessment may include one or more of the following: written examinations, papers, 

essays, submissions of a substantial body of work, or portfolios, or laboratory tests. Credit can be granted only for those 

courses listed in the current McMaster calendar. Not all courses in all disciplines are available for challenge. Faculties and 

departments are free to determine which, if any, of their courses are open for special assessment. Challenges are 

assessed on a pass/fail basis. The passing grade for a challenge appears on the transcript as COM (Complete) and is not 

used in computing averages or evaluating honours or scholarship standing, but is counted as a course attempt. 

Unsuccessful attempts will be noted on the transcript as a grade of F. Special Assessment is not available for a course 

taken previously and a course may be attempted only once by special assessment. Once you have registered for a course 
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by such means (known as challenge exams) the registration may not be cancelled and you may not withdraw from the 

course. 

Waivers of prerequisites only (i.e. no degree credit) will be at the discretion of the department. 

Voluntary Withdrawal from the University 

Students who wish to permanently or temporarily withdraw from the University must consult their Faculty/Program 

Office. Students in receipt of government student aid (e.g., OSAP) and/or University aid or awards should contact the 

Office of the Registrar, Aid & Awards. 

Petitions for Special Consideration 

The University wishes to assist students with legitimate difficulties. It also has the responsibility to ensure that degree, 

program and course requirements are met in a manner that is equitable to all students. Students may submit, in a 

prompt and timely manner, a Petition for Special Consideration to the Faculty/Program Office in those instances where a 

student acknowledges that the rules and regulations of the University have been applied fairly, but is requesting that an 

exception to the regulations be made because of special circumstances. Requests related to temporary or permanent 

disabilities, or for retroactive accommodations related to a disability are excluded from petitions and must be processed 

under the Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities policy. Petitions should be submitted in a prompt and timely 

manner for the relevant term, but no later than July 31 immediately following the Fall/Winter Term or November 15 

immediately following the Spring/Summer Term. 

Two forms are available from your Faculty/Program Office: 

Petition for Special Consideration (Form A): 

The Petition for Special Consideration (Form A) is submitted for a variety of issues, including, when a student wishes to have 

a leave of absence or seeks to depart from University requirements based on compelling medical or personal reasons; or 

a student believes that an adverse ruling or decision about their academic performance, such as failing a course, or being 

required to withdraw from a program for failure to meet program requirements, should be waived because of compelling 

medical or personal circumstances. Requests related to temporary or permanent disabilities, or for retroactive 

accommodations related to a disability are excluded from petitions and must be processed under the Academic 

Accommodation of Students with Disabilities policy. 

Petition for Special Consideration: Request for Deferred 
Examination (Form B): 
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The Petition for Special Consideration: Request for Deferred Examination (Form B) is used when a student misses an examination 

because of compelling medical or personal reasons. Requests related to temporary or permanent disabilities, or for 

retroactive accommodations related to a disability are excluded from petitions and must be processed under the 

Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities policy. 

1. Once a student has completed an examination, no special consideration will be granted.   

2. A student who misses an examination because of compelling medical or personal reasons may submit a Petition 

for Special Consideration: Request for Deferred Examination (Form B) to the Faculty/Program Office, normally 

within five working days of the missed examination. 

3. If the reason is medical, the approved McMaster University Medical Form must be used. The student must be 

seen by a doctor at the earliest possible date, normally on or before the date of the missed exam and the doctor 

must verify the duration of the illness. Relief will not be available for minor illnesses. If the reason is non-

medical, appropriate documentation with verifiable origin covering the relevant dates must be submitted, 

normally within five working days. 

4. In deciding whether or not to grant a petition, the adequacy of the supporting documentation, including the 

timing in relation to the due date of the missed work and the degree of the student's incapacitation, will be 

taken into account. 

5. It is the student's responsibility to check Mosaic Student Center > Deferred Exam Approvals or with the 

Faculty/Program Office for a decision on the request for a deferred examination. If the deferred examination is 

granted, the student will be informed officially by means of the notation DEF which will appear against the 

relevant course on the student's academic record and via Mosaic > Student Center > View My Grades. 

6. Deferred examinations are written during the next official University deferred examination period. Default of the 

deferred examination will result in a fail for that examination. 

7. Students who have been granted more than one deferred examination may be required by their Faculty/Program 

Office to reduce their course load during the term in which the deferred examinations are being written. The 

decision on a reduced load will be made and communicated with the decision on the request for deferred 

examinations. 

8. At the discretion of the Faculty/Program Office, students who have been granted one or more deferred 

examinations, may not be allowed to enrol in a subsequent term until all deferred examinations have been 

completed and the Academic Standing calculated. Students will be notified of this decision by their 

Faculty/Program Office. 

9. Students who will be living more than 160 kilometres from Hamilton during the deferred examination period and 

wish to write their approved deferred examination at an institution other than McMaster must submit a Request 

to Write Deferred Examination Off-campus Form at least 15 working days prior to the deferred examination 

period. Students are responsible for making arrangements for a presider to conduct the deferred examination at 

an outside institution and for paying any fees such as invigilation and return courier. 
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10. The authority to grant any petitions lies with the Faculty/Program Office and is discretionary. It is imperative that 

students make every effort to meet the originally-scheduled course requirements and it is a student's 

responsibility to write examinations as scheduled. 

Decisions made on Petitions for Special Consideration are final. In accordance with the Student Appeal Procedures, 

decisions made on Petitions for Special Consideration cannot be appealed to the Senate Board for Student Appeals. 

However, should students believe that a decision may be a violation of their human rights, they may wish to contact the 

Equity and Inclusion Office to identify appropriate avenues of recourse as per the Policy on Discrimination and Harassment: 

Prevention & Response. Requests related to temporary or permanent disabilities, or for retroactive accommodations 

related to a disability, are excluded from Petitions for Special Consideration and, therefore, must be processed under the 

Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities 

policy.   

Regulations for Authorized Leave for Undergraduate Students Studying with a Study 

Permit 

Students studying with a study permit have a number of conditions they must meet in order to maintain their eligible 

status in Canada. These conditions are found on the Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) website as 

follows: Your conditions as a study permit holder in Canada. Failure to meet the study permit conditions may result in 

students losing their student status and IRCC cancelling their study permit. Students may also be required to leave 

Canada. 

 

Subject to eligibility and specific conditions, undergraduate students studying with a study permit may request an 

authorized leave to pause their studies for a defined period of time. 

 

Students attending the University under a study permit who will not be enrolling in the next expected term or are 

withdrawing from all courses in the current term must contact their Faculty or program office and request an authorized 

leave. This ensures that the student's status is correctly reported under the University's obligation as a Designated 

Learning Institution (DLI). If the authorized leave is approved, the Faculty or program office will also assist the student in 

developing an academic plan for a successful return to their studies. 

 

Approval from the student's Faculty or program office and subsequent arrangements should be finalized prior to the 

start of the authorized leave. 

 

Eligibility: 

Authorized leaves may be granted for the following reasons: 

              1. Medical or parental leave. 

Page 123 of 181



              2. Military service in another country. 

              3. Family emergency. 

              4. Death of a friend or family member. 

              5. Other reasons as approved by the Faculty or program office. 

 

The IRCC will only recognize leaves up to a maximum of 150 days for students to still be considered as actively pursuing 

their studies. Visit The Government of Canada - Your conditions as a study permit holder in Canada for more information. 

 

Students may be required to provide documentation to support the reason for their authorized leave. If the leave is 

approved, the Registrar's Office will issue an authorized leave letter to provide to IRCC documenting the authorized 

leave. 

 

Return from Authorized Leave: 

Students are encouraged to inform their Faculty or program office of their desire to resume their studies. Students who 

fail to return from their authorized leave by the date specified in the terms of their authorized leave letter may not be 

permitted to return as planned and academic progress may be impeded. An authorized leave from clinical placements, 

co-ops, internships, or other experiential learning course components may have additional requirements for return. 

 

For extended leaves, please visit the Former McMaster Degree Students (Returning Students) - Readmission (3.H) section 

of the Undergraduate Calendar to understand your return options. 

Deferral of Admission: For deferral of admission, consult the Office of the Registrar - Deferral of Admissions. 

Additional Support for Students: Students should seek the advice of an Immigration specialist to ensure full compliance 

and understanding of the IRCC policies. Support for immigration-related issues is available through the Student Success 

Centre - Immigration Advising. 

 

McMaster Student Absence Form Policy (MSAF Policy) 

The University recognizes that undergraduate students periodically require relief from academic work due to extenuating 

circumstances. Students seeking relief for missed academic term work are expected to read the McMaster Student 

Absence Form Policy (In the event of a conflict between the Policy and these General Academic Regulations, the Policy 

takes precedence.)   

The MSAF Policy supports the management of MSAF Self-Report and MSAF Administrative Report requests by reducing 

the requirement for documentation from a healthcare practitioner for short-term absences, while considering the needs 

and obligations of undergraduate students, instructors, and administrators.   

Students should contact their respective Faculty/Program Office with any questions about the MSAF. 
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The MSAF Policy cannot be used: 

• for the purpose of time-management; 

• for academic work such as online assessments (e.g., quizzes, tests, etc.), where the student has already 

completed the work, or has attempted to complete the work. This includes the viewing and/or partial 

completion of online assessments (e.g., quizzes, tests, etc.); 

• to apply for relief for any final examination or its equivalent (refer to Petitions for Special Consideration: 

Request for Deferred Examination); 

• for absences in a student’s clinical placement, co-op placement, or internship; and 

• for McMaster Continuing Education (MCE) programs and courses. MCE students are directed to contact 

their course instructor. 

Requests for Relief for Missed Academic Term Work (MSAF) 

The University recognizes that students periodically require relief from academic work due to extenuating circumstances. 

Students seeking relief for missed academic term work are expected to read the McMaster Student Absence Form 

Policy (if there is a discrepancy between the calendar copy and the approved Policy, the Policy prevails.) The Policy aims 

to manage these requests by taking into account the needs and obligations of students, instructors and administrators. It 

is the prerogative of the instructor of the course to determine the appropriate relief for missed term work in their 

course. Any concerns regarding the granting of relief should be directed to the respective Faculty/Program Office. 

The McMaster Student Absence Form (MSAF) is a Mosaic tool that: 

a)     is used to allow students to submit the MSAF Self-Report requests for relief; and 

b)     is used by Faculty/Program Offices for the MSAF Administrative Report requests to: 

• manage requests for relief; and 

• to communicate with students and instructors about these requests. 

The MSAF is available in the MOSAIC Student Center (in the drop-down menu under Other Academics). 

MSAF Self Report requests for relief 

• is a single request which covers all of the student's courses and applies only to the work due within the time 

period of the request; 

• are for missed academic work worth less than 25% of the final grade, resulting from extenuating 

circumstances lasting up to three (3) calendar days; 

• are made using the MSAF tool in Mosaic; 
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• may only be submitted once per Term; not per course; 

• requires no supporting documentation; and 

• apply only to work that is due within the period for which the request applies, i.e. the three (3) day period that is 

specified in the MSAF; however, all work due in that period can be covered by one request 

An email will be sent to the course instructor(s) to inform them of the request. The instructor will determine the 

appropriate relief for the MSAF Self-Report request. Students must immediately follow up with their instructor(s) after 

submitting the MSAF Self-Report request. Failure to do so may negate the opportunity for relief. 

MSAF Administrative Report requests for relief 

• are for extenuating circumstances lasting more than three (3) calendar days; and/or 

• are for missed academic work worth 25% or more of the final grade; and/or 

• are for any request for relief in a Term where the MSAF tool has been used previously in that Term 

Students must report to their Faculty/Program Office to discuss their situation and may be required to provide 

appropriate supporting documentation (see Documentation Requirements below). If warranted, the Faculty/Program 

Office will process the relief request and will notify the instructor(s) and student. The instructor will determine the 

appropriate relief for the MSAF Administrative Report requests. Students must follow up with their instructor(s) no later 

than one (1) calendar day after being notified their request has been processed unless the course states otherwise. 

Failure to do so may negate the opportunity for relief. 

 

Restrictions: 

a) Normally, relief for missed work will not be provided where the cumulative value of missed work within a course, prior 

to the exam period, is greater than thirty-give percent (35%) 

 

b) Normally, relief for missed work will not be provided for more than two (2) MSAF (Administrative Report) requests 

within a single term. 

  

The Policy on Requests for Relief for Missed Academic Term Work cannot be used: 

• for academic work that has already been completed or work that has been attempted (which includes the 

viewing and/or partial completion of on-line assessments (quizzes, tests, etc.); 

• to seek an accommodation to meet religious, Indigenous or Spiritual Observances (see the Policy on Academic 

Accommodation for Religious, Indigenous and Spiritual Observances); 

• to seek an accommodation related to a permanent or temporary disability, or a retroactive accommodation (see 

the policy Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities); or 

• to apply for relief for any final examination or its equivalent (see Petitions for Special Consideration). 

Page 126 of 181



Documentation Requirements 

1. Students should not send documentation unless it has been requested by the Faculty/Program Office. 

2. Supporting documentation may be required for an MSAF (Administrative Report). When requested by the 

Faculty/Program Office, students shall submit the McMaster University Student Health Certificate (completed by 

the licensed/registered health practicioner).  

3. Requests for information and/or supporting documentation will, where possible, be limited to the nature of the 

limitation or restriction, in order to assess needs and determine whether the request for relief is granted, or if 

the request should be referred for processing under another policy or procedure.  

4. Supporting documentation does not require the disclosure of a medical diagnosis but must be sufficient to allow 

the University to determine reasonable relief and/or explore reasonable alternatives. 

Late Withdrawal from a course 

McMaster University provides a Late Withdrawal option to assist students who have become irretrievably behind in a 

course. Students who have fallen behind with assignments and/or are not prepared to write final examinations (or 

equivalent) in one or more courses are encouraged to make use of this option and must contact their Academic Advisor 

in the Faculty/Program Office. Students will work with their Academic Advisor to discuss the situation and what steps 

they can take to prevent a recurrence. 

The maximum number of units for which students may request a Late Withdrawal is 18 units throughout their 

undergraduate degree. 

Students may request a Late Withdrawal, without petition, no later than the last day of classes in the relevant Term. 

However, it is important to note that: 

• Requests for Late Withdrawal cannot be made in courses for which the final exam (or equivalent) has been 

attempted or completed. This also includes courses where a final grade has been assigned (e.g. clinical courses). 

• Such requests will be cancelled or revoked if it is determined that the student attempted or completed the final 

exam (or equivalent). 

• Students cannot use the Late Withdrawal option for courses in which they are under investigation or for which 

they have been found guilty of academic dishonesty. 

Course(s) approved for Late Withdrawal will be: 

• Assigned a non-numeric grade of LWD, in lieu of an alpha/numerical grade 

• Excluded from the calculation of the GPA 

• Ineligible for tuition refund 
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Approval of a late withdrawal is final, and requests to be re-enrolled in the withdrawn course(s) will not be considered. A 

withdrawal will not preclude students from enrolling in the course(s) in a subsequent term. 

Examinations 

(See also Office of the Registrar (Examinations)) 

Examinations conducted by the Office of the Registrar will appear in the Mosaic Student Center and may be scheduled in 

the morning, afternoon, or evening, Monday through Sunday. Other instructor-scheduled tests and examinations may be 

held throughout each term in compliance with Academic Obligations: Restrictions. 

Full details regarding examination procedures conducted by the Office of the Registrar are found in the Undergraduate 

Examinations Policy.  

McMaster student photo identification cards are required at all examinations. 

Examinations are not rescheduled for purposes of travel.  Students must be available for the entire examination period 

as listed in the Sessional Dates section.  

The Office of the Registrar will reschedule final examinations within the examination period for the reasons listed 

below.  Application to reschedule examinations must be made at least 10 working days before the scheduled 

examination period.  Failure to meet the stated deadline may result in the denial of the application. 

• Conflict with religious obligations  

• More than one examination scheduled at the same time 

• Three examinations in one calendar day (midnight to midnight). 

• Three consecutive examinations over two days (e.g., December 14th at 4:00 pm and 7:30 pm and December 

15th at 9:00 am).  

Students who miss a final examination for medical or personal reasons may submit a Petition for Special Consideration: 

Request for Deferred Examination (Form B) to their Faculty/Program Office, normally within five working days of the 

missed examination. 

Students who begin a final examination, but are unable to complete it for medical reasons, may submit a Petition for 

Special Consideration (Form A) to their Faculty/Program Office, normally within five working days of the examination. 

Students with disabilities are required to inform Student Accessibility Services of accommodation needs for examinations 

on or before the last date for withdrawal from a course without failure by default. This allows sufficient time to verify and 

arrange appropriate accommodation. 
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Request to Write Deferred Examinations at an Off-Campus 
Location 

Students living more than 160 kilometers from Hamilton during the deferred examination period and wishing to write 

their approved deferred examination at an institution other than McMaster must submit a Request to Write Deferred 

Examination Off-campus Form at least 15 working days prior to the deferred examination period. 

If the deferred examination is written at an off-campus location, any fees incurred are the responsibility of the student. 

This includes the fee to courier the written examinations back to the Office of the Registrar, Scheduling and Examinations 

(GH 114). 

For information regarding application for Deferred Examination, see Petition for Special Consideration: Request for Deferred 

Examination (Form B). 

Academic Evaluations 

Numeric Grading System 

The results of all courses attempted will appear on the transcript.  The method for determining final grades will be given 

in the course outline. Unless otherwise specified in the course outline, course results determined on a percentage scale 

will be converted to an official letter grade, as indicated in the following equivalent percentage scale.  

Grade 

Equivalent 

Grade 

Point 

Equivalent 

Percentages 

A+ 12 90-100 

A 11 85-89 

A- 10 80-84 

B+ 9 77-79 

B 8 73-76 
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Grade 

Equivalent 

Grade 

Point 

Equivalent 

Percentages 

B- 7 70-72 

C+ 6 67-69 

C 5 63-66 

C- 4 60-62 

D+ 3 57-59 

D 2 53-56 

D- 1 50-52 

F 0 
0-49 - 

Failure 

Non-Numeric Grades and Notations: 

Non-Numeric Grades 

AUD Audit 

CAN Cancelled 

COM Complete 

CR Credit 

F Fail 

INC Incomplete 
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IP In Progress 

LWD Late Withdrawal 

MT Multi-Term 

NC No Credit 

NMR No Mark Received 

P Pass 

T Transfer Credit 

W Withdrawn 

XCH Exchange 

Notations 

DEF Deferred Examination 

EXTRA 
Extra credits not used 

towards degree 

REPEAT 

Repeat of a previously 

failed course (under 

discontinued repeat 

regulations) 

(R) 

Repeat of a previous 

course (under current 

repeat regulations) 

UPGRADE Repeat of a previously 

passed course (under 
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discontinued repeat 

regulations) 

  

Withdrawn 

After the last day for enrolment and course changes, students may withdraw from courses until the last day to withdraw 

without failure by default. Withdrawn courses will be shown on the student's transcript with a grade of W. After the last 

day to withdraw without failure by default, the student will remain enrolled, whether or not they fulfil any further 

academic obligations, and a final grade will be assigned. 

DEF 

Courses with the notation DEF have been approved for a deferred examination. 

Extra 

Courses designated as "Extra" at the time of registration by the Faculty Office are not included as units toward 

completion of a student's program. The grades obtained in such courses will not be included in the computation of the 

Cumulative GPA. However, they will be included in the computation of the Fall-Winter Average and the Spring-Summer 

Average. 

Unused 

Courses designated as "Unused" cannot be used to fulfil the requirements for the student's current degree program.  The 

grades obtained in such courses will be included in the computation of all averages. 

Graded Units 

Graded units refer to the number of units taken at McMaster for which a letter or Numeric Grade is earned.  Graded 

units do not include courses assessed with a Non-Numeric Grade. 

Pass/Fail Courses  

Courses evaluated on a Pass/Fail basis are not included in the calculation of averages. The earned units are counted 

towards degree requirements. 
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Multi-Term Fall/Winter Courses 

Codes for multi-term Fall/Winter courses have an A/B suffix. Part A must always be taken in the Fall Term immediately 

preceding Part B. Neither Part A nor B of a multi-term course has academic credit independent of both parts being 

successfully completed. Students who drop or withdraw from Part A must also withdraw from B. 

Upon completion of the Fall Term, a grade of MT indicating multi-term will be assigned to Part A and the final grade will 

be assigned to Part B. 

Cumulative Grade Point Average (Cumulative GPA) 

The Cumulative GPA is the weighted average based on the Graded Units taken throughout the undergraduate 

career.  The Repeating Courses regulation, effective September 1, 2018, will affect the calculation of subsequent 

Cumulative GPA.  

Fall-Winter Average 

The Fall-Winter Average is a weighted average based on the grades attained in the Fall and Winter Terms. Overload 

courses and Extra courses are included in the Fall-Winter Average. 

Spring-Summer Average 

The Spring-Summer Average is a weighted average based on the grades attained in the Spring and Summer 

Term.  Overload courses and Extra courses are included in the Spring-Summer Average. 

Term Grade Point Average (Term GPA) 

The Term GPA is a weighted average based on the Graded Units taken in the term. 

Weighted Average 

Weighted average is calculated by multiplying the grade points achieved in each course by the number of units in each 

course, totaling these results, and then dividing this result by the total number of course units. 

Example of a weighted average calculation, using the grade points and units for courses attempted: 
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 Grade Grade Points   Units   Total Points 

  A- 10 x 6 = 60 

  C+ 6 x 3 = 18 

  B 8 x 6 = 48 

  B+ 9 x 3 = 27 

  F 0 x  6  =  0  

     Total  24   153 

      To calculate average: 153 ÷ 24 = 6.4 

Honour Lists 

Students are reviewed for Deans' Honour Lists (DHL) and Provost's Honour List (PHL) each time a minimum of 30 units 

(with at least 24 graded units) have been completed. Subsequent assessments are based on all units completed since the 

previous review. Students will be named to the Deans' Honour List when a minimum average of 9.5 is achieved. Students 

will be named to the Provost's Honour List when an average of 12.0 is achieved. 

With Distinction 

Graduation With Distinction standing is awarded when a minimum Cumulative GPA of 9.5 is achieved in a degree program. 

In this case, the Latin phrase summa cum laude ("with highest honour") will appear on the graduate's diploma. 

Transcripts 

A transcript summarizes a student's academic career at McMaster University and is available by electronic request 

through Mosaic. Students may request a transcript upon demand and free of charge in the Office of the Registrar, 

Student Services, Gilmour Hall Room 108. Transcript requests will not be processed for students with outstanding 

financial accounts at the University or those under investigation for an academic integrity violation. 

Credentials  
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A credential is a body of academic work or collection of course work that stands on its own and for which a parchment is 

issued.  McMaster credentials include certificates, diplomas and degrees.  A single course is permitted to be counted 

toward a maximum of two credentials. 

Minors 

Students enrolled in a four- or five-level program are eligible to obtain a Minor in another subject area, provided that the 

subject area is not integral to the requirements of their degree program. At least 18 units must be completed at 

McMaster.  Students who wish to receive a Minor must consult the appropriate department section of the calendar. 

McMaster also offers Interdisciplinary Minors and Thematic Areas. To apply for a Minor, students must complete the 

Minor/Certificate Application in addition to completing their profile in the graduation tile in Mosaic. The student's 

Faculty will verify that the requirements have been met and, if successful, the transcript will indicate that a Minor has 

been obtained. Minors cannot be revoked once approved. 

Overload Work 

Students wishing to take more units than prescribed for their Level/program in the Fall-Winter Term or more than 12 

units in the Spring-Summer Term (no more than 6 units in either session of that term) must seek permission from their 

Faculty/Program Office. Normally, a Fall-Winter Average of at least 7.0 in the immediately preceding review period will 

be required if an overload is to be permitted. Additional academic fees will be assessed for overload work. 

OSAP Eligible Course Load 

OSAP Eligible Course Load or equivalent refers to the 60% minimum course load per term (40% minimum course load per 

term for students with permanent disabilities) required to be eligible for full-time OSAP government student aid funding. 

Repeating Courses 

Effective September 1, 2018, students may repeat a course twice (i.e. attempt a course three times).  Cross-listed courses 

count as attempts. Grades from every attempt will appear on the academic transcript.  The Cumulative GPA will include 

only the grade earned on the most recent attempt.  Units earned will be counted once toward the student's program 

requirements, regardless of the number of times the course is repeated. Prior to September 1, 2018 the grades from all 

attempts are included in the GPA calculation. 

Auditing Courses 

Students currently enrolled in a degree program wishing to audit a course must obtain approval from the course 

instructor and their Faculty/Program Office. Additionally:    
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• course requisites must be met 

• academic obligations (assignments, test, examinations, etc.) are not completed  

• a grade of AUD (audit) will be assigned 

• units will not be earned nor applied toward the student's program requirements 

• tuition fees apply 

• students will not be permitted to enrol for credit in the course after the Last Day for enrolment and course 

changes   

• students enrolled in a course for credit will not be permitted to change the course to 'audit' after the Last Day for 

enrolment and course changes   

Non-McMaster students wishing to audit a course must enrol as a Listener. 

Personal Interest Course (PIC) 

McMaster University encourages interdisciplinary study and believes undergraduate studies provides an excellent 

opportunity to explore topics which are new and unfamiliar. Students, however, may be reluctant to take a course if they 

are unsure of their academic performance for fear of compromising their Cumulative GPA. The Personal Interest Course 

(PIC) option is designed to encourage students to explore interests outside of their program without affecting 

their Cumulative GPA. 

1. A student can declare a PIC to signify they want an elective course to be assessed on a Credit or No Credit (CR/NC) 

grading scale.  

2. To receive the grade of CR, the student must earn a final mark of at least 50%. Units earned from a successfully 

completed PIC will be counted in the units required for a student's degree as applicable.  

3. Courses with a final grade of NC do not count as degree credits or as failures, nor are they included in the GPA 

calculation or averages. Please note, government student aid (e.g., OSAP) will consider a NC grade as a failure. 

4. The PIC option is not available for any course that is considered a program requirement (which includes courses 

listed as possible required courses), independent study, thesis, field study or placement course, or on a list of 

required courses.  Students are responsible for ensuring the course is an elective course for their 

program. Engineering students should note the PIC option is available only for complementary studies 

electives. For students in a Bachelor of Commerce program, only non-Commerce electives may be taken as a PIC. 

5. Students may declare a maximum of 3 units of PIC per term to a maximum of 12 units per four- or five-level 

degree or a maximum of 9 units per three-level degree.  A maximum of 6 units of PIC may be used to satisfy 

requirements toward a Minor. 

6. The PIC option is available to undergraduate students registered in a program above Level 1, with a Cumulative 

GPA of at least 3.5, who are enrolled in a Program/Faculty which is participating in the PIC option. Exchange 

students should seek advice from the International Study Office and Faculty/Program Office.  
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The PIC option is not available to students who 

• are enrolled in the School of Medicine, or 

• are enrolled in a Program/Faculty which is not participating in the PIC option (see Faculty Academic 

Regulations), or  

• have graduated and are in a second degree or a non-degree program, e.g., continuing, etc. 

7. If a percentage grade in a course is required for future applications to graduate or professional school, the PIC 

option should not be selected for that course.  Students may not subsequently request to have a PIC grade 

recalculated to a numeric grade.  Students must carefully review any government (e.g., OSAP) and University aid 

and award eligibility rules which may be affected by the use of the PIC option. 

8. If the student changes their program of study and a course taken as a PIC becomes a required course, the new 

Faculty/Program Office may accept the course grade of CR or NC or have the grade converted back into a 

numeric grade.  If a grade is converted back into a numeric grade, there will be no retroactive reconsideration of 

aid and award. 

9. Students cannot use the PIC option for courses in which they have been found guilty of academic dishonesty.  In 

these cases, the grade will be converted into a numeric grade.   

Deadlines: 

1. Students must declare a course as a PIC on Mosaic by the last day for enrollment and course changes date.  The 

student progresses in the course as per normal, and has the option to withdraw from the course as per the 

normal procedures and deadlines. 

2. If the student would rather keep the numeric grade, they must indicate the course is no longer a PIC on Mosaic 

by the final date in which a student can withdrawal from a course without failure by default and the numeric 

grade will appear on their transcript. 

Academic Standing Review: 

Each year in May and August (and after deferred examinations) academic standing is reviewed and determined for 

students who have:   

• attempted at least 18 units of work since the last review, or 

• may be eligible to graduate. 

In the academic standing review, three determinations are made: 

• whether a student may graduate 

• whether a student may continue at the University 

Page 137 of 181



• whether a student may continue in a program. 

Academic Standings: 

Good Standing 

A student who satisfies the minimum requirements to continue in their program without restriction. 

May Continue in Program - Academic Probation 

Academic probation is assigned when a student: 

• achieves a Cumulative GPA between 3.0 and 3.4. If at any future academic standing review their Cumulative GPA 

falls below 3.5, the academic standing assigned will be May Not Continue at the University. 

• returns to studies after being Reinstated.  If at any future academic standing review their Cumulative GPA falls 

below 3.5, the academic standing assigned will be Required to Withdraw from the University. 

May Continue in Program - Program Probation 

Program Probation is assigned when a student's Cumulative GPA falls below the minimum requirements to remain in 

their program.  Failure to achieve Good Standing at the next academic standing review will result in their removal from the 

program.  See Faculty specific Minimum Requirements for Entering and Continuing in a Program Beyond Level 1. 

May Not Continue in Program 

This standing is assigned to: 

• students who fail to achieve the minimum Cumulative GPA to remain in the program, or 

• students previously on Program Probation who fail to achieve Good Standing. 

To continue at the University, the student must apply to transfer to another program. 

May Not Continue in Faculty 

May Not Continue in Faculty is assigned when: 

• a student enrolled in a program in the Faculty of Engineering or Business has achieved a Cumulative 

GPA between 3.0 and the minimum requirements to remain in their Faculty, or 

• a student enrolled in a program in the Faculty of Business in Level 2 or above receives a grade of F in more than 6 

units. 
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To continue at the University, the student must apply to transfer to another program or continue as a transition student 

for one reviewing period.  

May Not Continue at University 

May Not Continue at University is assigned when: 

• a student achieves a Cumulative GPA below 3.0, or 

• a student previously on Academic Probation fails to achieve Good Standing.    

The student cannot enroll in courses at the University unless granted Reinstatement. 

Required to Withdraw from University 

A student who at any time received a standing of Academic Probation and at a future academic standing review achieves 

a Cumulative GPA below 3.5 will be required to withdraw from the University.  The student will be unable to apply for 

Reinstatement for at least 12 months.  

Reinstatement 

Students must contact the Office of the Registrar to apply for reinstatement within the application 

deadlines.  Reinstatement is not guaranteed.  

If reinstatement is granted, the student is placed on academic probation and their Cumulative GPA is re-set to 0.0 on zero 

units.  At the discretion of the Faculty, the student may retain credit for courses successfully completed.  If at any 

academic standing review after reinstatement the student's Cumulative GPA falls below 3.5, the student will be required 

to withdraw from the University.  

The student must complete a minimum of 60 units of work after reinstatement to be eligible for Graduation With 

Distinction or other recognition based on the Cumulative GPA. 

Level 1 Registration and Academic Standing Requirements 

When you are admitted to McMaster University for a first degree, you will enrol in one of the following Level 1 

programs: Automation Engineering Technology I Co-op (B.Tech.), Automotive and Vehicle Engineering Technology I Co-

op, Arts & Science I, Biotechnology I Co-op, Business I, Chemical and Physical Sciences Gateway, Computer Science I, 

Economics I (effective 2019-2020), Engineering I, Environmental and Earth Sciences Gateway, Health Sciences I, Honours 

Health and Society I (effective 2019-2020), Humanities I, Honours Integrated Science (Level I), Honours Kinesiology (Level 

I), Integrated Biomedical Engineering and Health Sciences (IBEHS) I, Integrated Business & Humanities I, Life Sciences 

Gateway, Mathematics and Statistics Gateway, Honours Medical Radiation Sciences (Level I), Midwifery I, Music I, Nursing 
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I, Process Automation Technology I, Social Sciences I , and iArts I. If you enter the University without Advanced Standing 

being granted, you must normally attempt a full load of Level 1 work before proceeding to the work of higher levels. 

If you are studying part-time, the Office of the Associate Dean has the discretion to permit you to take some of the work 

in the higher levels prior to having attempted the full load of Level 1. Decisions will be made on an individual basis, 

according to the special circumstances that apply in the particular case. 

At any review during Level 1 before you complete the Level 1 work, as in the case of a part-time student, you must attain 

a GPA of at least 3.5 to continue at the University in good standing. If you attain a GPA of 3.0 to 3.4 you may remain at 

the University for one reviewing period, but will be placed on academic probation. You may be on academic probation 

only once during your University career. If your GPA is less than 3.0 you may not continue at the University. 

At the review when you complete the Level 1 work, if you attain a GPA of at least 3.0 and have not previously been on 

academic probation, but fail to meet the admission requirements of any program, you may continue at the University for 

one additional reviewing period on academic probation. You will be enrolled in your original Faculty, and will be classified 

as a Level 1 transition student if your work may only qualify you to be considered for admission to a program in another 

Faculty. If, at the end of the next reviewing period, you again do not qualify for admission to a program, you may not 

continue at the University. If your GPA is less than 3.0 you may not continue at the University. 

Students in Arts & Science I should refer to the Arts & Science Program regulations listed below. 

Health Sciences I, Nursing I and Midwifery I students should refer to the program regulations listed in the Faculty of 

Health Sciences section in this Calendar. 

Minimum Requirements for Entering and Continuing in a Program Beyond Level 1 

Admission to the programs beyond Level 1 is based on performance in Level 1. You must meet both the minimum 

requirements to continue at the University, as described above, and program-specific requirements of each Faculty, as 

described in this Calendar. 

Arts & Science Program 

B.Arts Sc. (Honours) AND B.Arts Sc. Programs 

You must have a Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 6.0 to continue in the program. If your GPA is from 5.5 to 5.9, you 

may remain in the program, but will be placed on program probation for one reviewing period. You may be on program 

probation only once. 

If your GPA is 3.5 to 5.4, you must transfer to another program for which you qualify, or you may enrol in the Arts & 

Science General Program on program probation as a transition student for one reviewing period. During that period, with 
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permission, you cannot take Arts & Science Program required courses (for which all course prerequisites have been met). 

Students in this situation must attend a mandatory preregistration advising session in the Arts & Science Program Office. 

At the end of that the probation period, you may apply for readmission to the Honours Arts & Science Program; a 

minimum GPA of 6.0 is required. If the minimum GPA of 6.0 is not achieved after one reviewing period, you must transfer 

to a Program for which you qualify.. 

If your GPA is 3.0 to 3.4, you will be placed on academic probation. You may continue in the program for one reviewing 

period as a transition student student in the Arts & Science General Program but cannot take Arts & Science Program 

courses. The purpose of this period is to prepare yourself for a program outside the Honours Arts & Science Program. 

You may be on academic probation only once. 

If your GPA is less than 3.0 you may not continue at the University. 

School of Business 

Business I 

For specific admission requirements to the Honours B.Com. program, see Program Notes under the heading Programs in 

the DeGroote School of Business section of this Calendar. 

If you are not admitted to the Honours B.Com. program at the end of Business I, you have the following options available 

to you: 

• If your cumulative Grade Point Average is 3.5 or greater, you are still in good standing at the University. You may 

continue at the University in a program outside the School of Business or as a transition student in Business. To 

continue in a program outside the School of Business you must apply for admission to that program through the 

Office of the Associate Dean appropriate for that program. You should consult that office for more details. 

• If you are not admitted to another Faculty you may enrol in the School of Business as a transition student for one 

reviewing period. During that period you cannot take upper-level Commerce courses. The purpose of your 

registration as a transition student is to make yourself eligible for admission to a degree program. If you have a 

cumulative Grade Point Average of 3.0 to 3.4, you will be on academic probation and may continue at the 

University for one reviewing period as a transition student in the School of Business but will not be permitted to 

take any upper-level Commerce courses. The purpose of the probation period is to make yourself eligible for a 

degree program.  

If you have a cumulative Grade Point Average of less than 3.0 at the end of Business I, you may not continue at the 

University either on a full-time or part-time basis. 

Honours B.Com. Program: 
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You must have a cumulative Grade Point Average of at least 5.0 to continue in the Honours B.Com. Program. Once 

admitted to Honours B.Com., if your cumulative GPA is 4.5 to 4.9, you may continue in the Honours B.Com. Program, but 

will be placed on program probation. You may be on program probation for only one reviewing period. If your GPA is a 

3.5 to 4.4, you may transfer to the B.Com Program. 

B.Com. Program: 

You must have a cumulative Grade Point Average of at least 4.0 to continue in the B.Com. Program. If your GPA is 3.5 to 

3.9, you are permitted to continue in the B.Com. Program on program probation for one reviewing period. 

Integrated Business & Humanities: 

To be admitted to Level 2 of the Integrated Business & Humanities (IBH) program, students must have completed at least 

24 units of the required Level 1 courses with a minimum Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA)  of 5.0. In Level 2 and 

above, you must maintain a cumulative GPA of at least 5.0 to continue in the IBH program. If your cumulative GPA is 4.5 

to 4.9, you may continue in the Integrated Business & Humanities program, but will be placed on program probation. You 

may be on program probation for only one reviewing period. If your cumulative GPA is a 3.5 to 4.4, you must transfer to 

another program for which you qualify, or enrol in the IBH program as a transition student for one reviewing period. 

During that period you cannot take IBH program courses. The purpose of this period is to prepare yourself for a program 

outside the IBH program. If your GPA is 3.0 to 3.4, you will be placed on academic probation. You may continue in the 

program for one reviewing period as a transition student but cannot take IBH program courses. The purpose of this 

period is to prepare yourself for a program outside the IBH program. You may be on academic probation only once. 

If your GPA is less than 3.0 you may not continue at the University. 

Faculty of Engineering 

B.Eng., B.A.Sc. Programs 

Admission to Level 2 Engineering programs requires completion of all 31 units of required Engineering I courses. 

Students must maintain a Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) of 4.0. In Level 2 and above, you must maintain a GPA 

of at least 4.0 to continue in an Engineering program or in an Honours Computer Science programs. If you have a GPA of 

3.0 to 3.9, you may not continue in the Faculty. If your GPA is less than 3.0, you may not continue at the University. 

B.Tech. Programs 
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For specific minimum requirements, please see the descriptions for the individual programs within the Faculty of 

Engineering section in this Calendar. 

Integrated Biomedical Engineering & Health Sciences (B.Eng.BME., 
B.H.Sc. (Honours)) Programs 

For specific minimum requirements, please see the descriptions for the individual programs within the Faculty of 

Engineering section in this Calendar. 

Faculty of Health Sciences 

For specific minimum requirements, please see the descriptions for the individual programs within the Faculty of Health 

Sciences section in this Calendar. 

Faculties of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Honours B.A. Programs; B.Mus. (Honours) Program; BFA (Honours) 
Program 

You must have a Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 5.0 to continue in an Honours B.A. program. If your GPA is 4.5 to 

4.9, you may remain in the Honours program, but will be placed on program probation for one reviewing period. You 

may be on program probation only once. If your GPA is 3.0 to 4.4, you must transfer to another program for which you 

qualify. If your GPA is less than 3.0, you may not continue at the University. 

Honours B.S.W., B.A./B.S.W. and B.S.W. Programs 

You must have a Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 6.0 to continue in an Honours B.S.W., B.A./B.S.W. or B.S.W 

program. If your GPA is 5.5 to 5.9, you may remain in the program, but will be placed on program probation for one 

reviewing period. You may be on program probation only once. If your GPA is 3.0 to 5.4, you must transfer to another 

program for which you qualify. If your GPA is less than 3.0, you may not continue at the University. 

B.A. Programs 

You must have a Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 3.5 to continue in, or graduate from, a three-level B.A. program. If 

your GPA is 3.0 to 3.4, you may remain in the program, but will be placed on academic probation. You may be on 

academic probation only once. If your GPA is less than 3.0, you may not continue at the University. 
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Faculty of Science 

Honours B.Sc. Programs 

Students must have a Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 5.0 to continue in and graduate from an Honours B.Sc. 

program. Students with a GPA between 4.5 to 4.9, may remain in the Honours B.Sc. program, but will be placed on 

program probation. Students may be on program probation for only one reviewing period. Students with a GPA between 

3.0 to 4.4, must transfer to another program for which they qualify. Students with a GPA below 3.0 may not continue at 

the University. 

Honours B.Sc. Kinesiology Program 

Students must complete Level I Honours Kinesiology (including KINESIOL 1A03, 1AA3, 1E03, 1F03, 1K03) with a Grade 

Point Average (GPA) of at least 6.0 to continue onto Level II Honours Kinesiology. 

If, upon completion of Level I Honours Kinesiology (including KINESIOL 1A03, 1AA3, 1E03, 1F03, 1K03), students achieve 

a GPA between 5.5 and 5.9, they may enrol in Level II Honours Kinesiology but will be placed on program probation for 

one reviewing period. Students may be on program probation only once. 

If, upon completion of Level I Honours Kinesiology, students who achieve a GPA between 3.5 and 5.4 and/or fail to 

successfully complete each of KINESIOL 1A03, 1AA3, 1E03, 1F03, 1K03, may enrol in Level II Kinesiology General and take 

Level II required Kinesiology courses (for which all prerequisites have been met). At the next review, such students must 

achieve a GPA of at least 6.0 including, successful completion of KINESIOL 1A03, 1AA3, 1E03, 1F03, 1K03, to transfer to 

the Honours Kinesiology program. Such students must attend a mandatory preregistration counselling session with an 

Academic Advisor. Students who fail to meet the minimum requirements for transfer to Honours Kinesiology, must 

transfer to a non-Kinesiology program for which they qualify. 

Students with a GPA between 3.0 to 3.4, must transfer to another program to which they qualify. Students with a GPA 

below 3.0 may not continue at the University. 

B.Sc. Programs 

Students must have a Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 3.5 to continue in a three-level B.Sc. program. Students with 

a GPA between 3.0 to 3.4, may continue on academic probation for one reviewing period. Students may be on academic 

probation only once. Students with a GPA below 3.0 may not continue at the University. 

Honours B.A.Sc. Programs 
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Students must have a Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 5.0 to continue in an Honours B.A.Sc. program. Students with 

a GPA between 4.5 to 4.9, may remain in the Honours B.A.Sc. program, but will be placed on program probation. 

Students may be on program probation for only one reviewing period. Students with a GPA between 3.0 to 4.4, must 

transfer to another program for which they qualify. Students with a GPA below 3.0 may not continue at the University. 

Graduation from an Honours B.A.Sc. program requires a Grade Point Average of at least 5.0. 

Honours M.R.Sc. Program 

Students must complete all the course requirements prescribed for Level I Medical Radiation Sciences by the end of 

Winter Term of Level I, with a Grade Point Average (GPA) of at least 5.0 or permission of the Committee of Instruction 

(Chair Medical Radiation Sciences (Mohawk), Coordinator Medical Radiation Sciences (McMaster), Coordinator Radiation 

Therapy Specialization, Coordinator Radiography Specialization, Coordinator Ultrasonography Specialization). For 

additional program-specific regulations, see the School of Interdisciplinary Science (SIS) in the Faculty of Science section 

of this Calendar. 

Graduation 

The following minimum Cumulative GPA are required to graduate: 

• B.A. - 3.5 

• B.A. (Honours) - 5.0 

• B.S.W. (Honours), B.A. /B.S.W. and B.S.W. - 6.0 

• B.Arts Sc. and B.Arts Sc. (Honours) - 5.0 

• B.A.Sc. (Faculty of Engineering) - 4.0 

• B.A.Sc. (Honours) (Faculty of Science) - 5.0 

• B.Com. - 4.0 

• B.Com. (Honours) - 5.0 

• B.Eng., B.Eng.BME., B.Eng.Biosciences, B.Eng.Mgt., B.Eng.Society - 4.0 

• B.F.A. (Honours) - 5.0 

• B.H.Sc. - 3.5 

• B.H.Sc. (Honours) - 5.0 

• B.H.Sc. (Midwifery) - 6.0 

• B.H.Sc. (Honours) (HESE Specialization) - 4.0 

• B.M.R.Sc.(Honours)*- 4.5 5.0 

• B.Mus. (Honours) - 5.0 

• B.Sc. - 3.5 

• B.Sc. (Honours) - 5.0 
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• B.Sc.Kin. (Honours) - 5.0 

• B.Sc.N. - 5.0 

• B.Tech ** - 3.5 

* All requirements must be completed within five years from the time of registration in Level 2. 

**Excluding students in the Software Engineering Technology Co-op Program. GPA requirement does not apply to the 
Software Engineering Technology Program Co-op. 

Prior to convocation, graduating students must complete their profile in the graduation tile in Mosaic by the appropriate 

deadline in their final term of study. Students wishing to graduate with a Minor must complete the application in the 

Minor/Certificate Application Centre. 

Degrees will be conferred at the Convocation immediately following the completion of the degree.  Students unable to 

attend the convocation ceremony who wish to attend a later ceremony should consult the Policy on Deferral of Attendance 

at Convocation and must contact the Office of the Registrar within the prescribed deadlines. 

Parchments, Diplomas and Certificates 

Diplomas will not be released to students with an outstanding financial account with the University. Diplomas are held 

for a period of 12 months following the Convocation date before being destroyed. Students requesting diplomas after 

this period are required to pay a replacement fee. 

Graduates may request a duplicate or replacement degree parchment, diploma or certificate (fees apply). A duplicate 

copy will be issued when requested by a graduate or when the original document has been lost or destroyed. 

The words duplicate copy or reissued will be affixed to all degree parchments, diplomas or certificates requested in this 

manner and will bear the signatures of the current Chancellor, President and Vice-Chancellor, and Registrar. 

Damaged parchments must be returned to the Office of the Registrar before the new parchment, diploma or certificate is 

issued. 
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Sessional Dates 

McMASTER UNIVERSITY: SESSIONAL DATES  2025-2026 
 Fall Term 

(62 days) 
Winter Term 

(62 days) 
   Multi-term Courses 

    (124 days) 

Enrolment begins                                                     To be announced 
Classes begin Tuesday, September 2 Monday, January 5 

*Note: Some clinical 
placements may start the week 
of December 30, 
2025.  Program offices will 
communicate directly with 
their students about their start 
date in these instances. 

Tuesday, September 2 

Last day for enrolment and 
course changes (add/drop) 

Wednesday, September 10 Tuesday, January 13 Wednesday, September 10 

National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation: No classes or tests 

 
Tuesday, September 30 

 
-- 

 
 Tuesday, September 30 

 
Mid-term recess 

 
Monday, October 13 

to 
Sunday, October 19 

 
Monday, February 16 

to 
Sunday, February 22 

Monday, October 13 to 
Sunday, October 19 

and 
Monday, February 16 to 

Sunday, February 22 

Last day for withdrawing from 
courses without failure by default 

 
Friday, November 7 21 

 
Friday, March 13 27 

 
Friday, March 13 27 

 
Test and examination restriction 

       Friday, November 28 
to 

Thursday, December 4 

Thursday Wednesday, 
April 1  to  

Tuesday, April 7 

     Thursday 
Wednesday, April 1  

    to  
   Tuesday, April 7 

 

Mid-term tests level (I) 
 

-- 
 

-- 
 

Friday, December 5 to 
Thursday, December 18 

Good Friday: No classes or 
exams 

 
-- 

 
Friday, April 3  

 

 
Friday, April 3  

  

 Classes end 
 

Thursday, December 4 
 

Tuesday,  
April 7 

 

Tuesday,  
April 7 
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Final examinations 

Saturday, December 6  
to 

Friday, December 19 

         Thursday, April 9  
to 

Wednesday, April 22 

          Thursday, April 9  
to 

Wednesday, April 22 
 

 
Deferred examinations 

Tuesday, February 17 
to 

Friday, February 20 

Monday, June 22  
to  

Thursday, June 25 
 

Monday, June 22  
to  

Thursday, June 25 

 

 

 
2026 Spring/Summer Term 

 
 Spring Session 

(34 days) 
Summer Session 

(33 days) 
Full-Term Courses 

(67 days) 
Intersession 

Classes begin Monday, May 4 Monday, June 29 Monday, May 4 Monday, May 4 

Last day for enrolment and 
adding or dropping courses 
(add/drop) 

 
Monday, May 11 

 
Monday, July 13 

 
Monday, May 11 

 
Monday, May 11 

Victoria Day: No classes Monday, May 18 -- Monday, May 18 Monday, May 18 

Canada Day: No classes -- -- Tuesday, July 1 -- 

Last day to withdraw from 
courses without failure by 
default 

 
Monday, June 1 

 
Tuesday, August 4 

 
Wednesday, July 23 

 
Thursday, May 22 

Civic Holiday: No classes -- Monday, August 3 Monday, August 3 -- 

Classes end        Friday, June 19 
 

Friday, August 14 Friday, August 14 Friday, May 30 

Final examinations As arranged by instructor in class time 

Deferred examinations Tuesday, October 13, 2026 to Friday, October 16, 2026 
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February 19, 2025 
 
TO:      Members of Undergraduate Council 
 
FROM:    Catherine Anderson, Vice-Provost (Teaching & Learning) (Acting) 
                Bernadette Belan, Sr Associate Registrar (Scheduling & Examinations), Registrar’s Office 
 
RE:      Proposed Revisions to the Undergraduate Examinations Policy 
 
 
The Undergraduate Examinations Policy was last revised in December 2022. This Policy outlines the 
responsibilities and expectations for students and instructors related to undergraduate examinations.  
 
It aims to ensure fair and consistent examination practices throughout the University. The Policy 
addresses several aspects, including exam scheduling, the use of authorized materials, and the 
procedures for managing examination irregularities. 
 
Students are required to present valid photo identification for all examinations, and typically, the 
Examinations Office would only accept physical plastic identification cards.  
 
However, in anticipation of the launch of the new MacCard student ID initiative, we determined that 
the Examinations Office must also accept the digital version of the card. This language has been 
added to the Policy and also the guideline that the Examinations Office would accept digital versions 
(or photos of physical versions) of valid photo identification. 
 
The Policy now also clarifies that accommodated exams facilitated through Student Accessibility 
Services (SAS) are sometimes scheduled outside of the traditional examination period. 
 
Other minor items in the Policy were also revised, including titles, grammar, and wording. 
After drafting the proposed revisions, representatives from SAS, the MacCard team, and the 
Registrar's Office were invited to review the document and provide feedback. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Catherine Anderson 
(Acting) Vice-Provost, Teaching & Learning 
McMaster University 
 

 

Office of the Vice-Provost 1280 Main Street West Phone 905.525.9140 
(Teaching & Learning) Hamilton, Ontario, Canada Ext. 24672 
   L8S 4K1   Fax 905.546.5213  
      Email vptl@mcmaster.ca 
      http://www.mcmaster.ca 
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 Policies, Procedures and Guidelines 

 

 

 
 
 

Complete Policy Title 

Undergraduate Examinations Policy 

Policy Number (if applicable): 

Approved by 

Senate  

Date of Most Recent Approval 

 TBA 

Date of Original Approval(s) 

April 9, 2014 
 

Supersedes/Amends Policy dated 

December 14, 2022, effective January 1, 2023 

July 8, 2020 

April 9, 2014 (effective September 1, 2014) 

▪ Instructors at Examinations – last revised date: March 10, 1971 

▪ Use of Calculators in Examinations – last revised date: March 8, 1995 

▪ Examinations for Level I Courses – last revised date: March 23, 1983 

▪ Irregularities at Examinations – last revised date: September 19, 1985 

▪ Termination of Underway Examinations – last revised date: May 1969 

▪ Undergraduate Student Access to Final Examinations – last revised date: May 13, 2009 

▪ Procedures for Conducting Undergraduate Oral Examinations – last revised date: October 15, 2009 

▪ Procedures for Conducting Objective Structured Clinical Examinations – last revised date: October 11, 2000 

 

 
Responsible Executive 

Vice-Provost (Teaching and Learning) 

Policy Specific Enquiries 

Vice-Provost (Teaching and Learning) 

 General Policy Enquiries 

Policy (University Secretariat) 

 
DISCLAIMER: If there is a discrepancy between this electronic policy and the written copy held by the 

policy owner, the written copy prevails. 
FORMAT:  If you require this document in an alternate format, please email policy@mcmaster.ca. 
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SECTION I: INTRODUCTION 

PREAMBLE 

1. This document brings together policies approved by the Senate of McMaster University related to 

undergraduate examinations. These policies are intended to communicate clearly the University’s 

expectations with regard to the responsibilities of both students and instructors. Each section addresses 

a separate issue, and the appendices provide additional useful information. 

ASSESSMENT BAN 

2. There is a University-wide ban on examinations and tests in the final week of classes – refer to the 

Undergraduate Course Management Policies (article 12: Due Date Restrictions).
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SECTION II: INSTRUCTOR RESPONSIBILITIES 

3. Examination papers must be submitted to the Office of the Registrar according to the formatting 

guidelines provided by the Office of the Registrar. 

4. Any authorized aids must be indicated on the examination paper and communicated in writing to students 

before the examination date. If an instructor authorizes using a calculator, it must be communicated to the 

students in advance of the examination. The instructor may specify that students must use the McMaster 

Standard Calculator(s). Such calculator(s) are designated by the Vice-Provost (Teaching and Learning) 

on behalf of Undergraduate Council. If an instructor permits students to use a different calculator, it is the 

instructor’s responsibility to ensure the calculator does not allow an unfair advantage or disadvantage. 

5. If students will be taking tests and/or examinations online, instructors must specify the required 

electronic equipment and software at the beginning of the course. Such equipment may include a 

computer video camera, computer, and any other piece of equipment that can be reasonably expected 

of students. Instructors will use course outlines to inform students that the course may use online 

proctoring software for tests and exams. This software may require students to turn on their video 

camera, present identification, monitor and record their computer activities, and lock/restrict their 

browser or other applications/software during tests or exams. This software may be required to be 

installed before the exam begins.  

6. It is the instructor’s responsibility to devise and use checking procedures in the grading of all examinations to 

ensure that every portion of the examination is marked and the totalling of the marks awarded is correct. 

7. For a course with an enrolment of 500 or more students and a final examination with a multiple-choice 

component, the instructor must provide four different versions of the examination to the Office of the 

Registrar. 

8. The instructor(s) (or an appropriate designate) is expected to be present at the regularly scheduled 

examination and is responsible for ensuring the accuracy of the examination paper. If the instructor (or 

appropriate designate) must leave the examination, the instructor (or appropriate designate) must provide 

the Presider with contact information where they can be reached for the remainder of the examination.
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SECTION III: STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

9. Students must be available for the entire examination period as listed in the Sessional Dates section of 

the Undergraduate Calendar. Accommodated exams for students registered with SAS are sometimes 

scheduled outside the exam period. Examinations will not be rescheduled to accommodate travel. 

10. Students who encounter scheduling difficulties and who wish to have an examination rescheduled, must 

report the issue to the Office of the Registrar immediately. A minimum of ten (10) working days prior to 

the first day of the examination period is required to facilitate the rescheduling of examinations. Scheduling 

difficulties include: 

a) more than one (1) examination scheduled at the same time; 

b) three examinations in one (1) calendar day (midnight to midnight); 

c) three consecutive examinations over two (2) days. 

11. Students who wish to request the rescheduling of examinations on the basis of religious obligations must 

contact the Office of the Registrar as soon as possible and no later than ten (10) working days prior to 

the first day of the examination period. 

12. If a course has an exam that is conducted online, it is a student’s responsibility to ensure that they have 

the necessary equipment and software required to successfully undertake the examination. Questions or 

considerations related to online examinations must be referred to an instructor as soon as possible and 

no later than ten (10) days prior to an online examination/test. 

13. Students who miss an examination for compelling medical or personal reasons should refer to Section 

IX: Deferred Examinations. 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

14. Students who will require additional aids or other accommodations in their examinations must contact 

Student Accessibility Services and receive a recommendation regarding appropriate accommodation under 

the Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities by the last date for cancelling courses without 

failure by default.  

15. No additional aids or accommodations are allowed other than those confirmed by Student Accessibility 

Services and the course instructor.  

16. Absent of extenuating circumstances, a late cancellation or no-show fee may be applied to any student who 

fails to provide at least 48 hours notice of cancellation of final examination accommodation requirements. 
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SECTION IV: REGULATIONS 

17. The following regulations apply to all examinations conducted by the Office of the Registrar (variations 

may occur for instructor-conducted and/or online examinations): 

a) the student is responsible for writing the correct examination (instructor and section) at the place and 

time indicated on their personal examination timetable; 

b) no student will be admitted to the examination room more than thirty (30) minutes after the start of 

any examination. No extra time will be allowed for a student who arrives late to the examination; 

c) A valid photo identification card (I.D. card) is required for all examinations (including online). A 

student who arrives without their I.D. card will be required (before being seated) to obtain a 

substitute card and pay a $30.00 fee; no extra time will be allowed for students arriving without their 

I.D. card. Acceptable forms of valid photo identification include: 

(i) MacCard (student ID card); either the physical plastic card or the digital card. A photo of the 
plastic card displayed on a mobile device will also be accepted;  

(ii) Government-issued photo identification (including those issued by a foreign government). A 
photo of the physical identification displayed on a mobile device will also be accepted; 

(iii) Indian Status or Treaty card, Métis membership card, or Tribal-issued identification card. A 
photo of the physical plastic card displayed on a mobile device will also be accepted.  

d) students should use the washroom before the examination; 

e) students should bring only what is necessary into the examination room to write the examination. All 

items not required to write the examination must be left at the side of the room at the student’s risk. 

Only small personal belongings (e.g., handbag) may be left beneath the chairs, not on the desks. 

The University assumes no responsibility for lost articles; 

f) no aids (including but not limited to; books, papers, instruments, communication or electronic devices, 

cell phones, etc.) may be used in examinations unless specified by the instructor. Invigilators will 

check for compliance; 

g) no food is permitted. Drinks must be in a spill-proof container; 

h) no form of communication between students is permitted; 

i) the University makes every effort to ensure that examination papers are properly prepared. However, it 

is the responsibility of the student to check the paper and to bring any discrepancies found in their 

examination to the attention of the invigilator; 

j) a student officially registered in any class shall have the right to take the final examination in that 

class regardless of their attendance record at the class lectures; 
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k) students who are unwell during the examination and are unable to complete an examination must 

report to the Room Presider. A Petition for Special Consideration form with supporting documentation 

may be submitted to the Office of the Associate Dean (Studies) of the student’s Faculty normally 

within five working days of the missed examination; and 

l) students may not remove examination books or supplies from the examination room. 

18. Students who fail to comply will be required to surrender their examination paper and leave the room 

immediately. 
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SECTION V: MIDTERMS AND FINAL EXAMINATIONS 

19. All September to April (Multi-term) Level I courses, with the exception of those that do not hold final 

examinations, must have a formal mid-year examination. Such examinations will be written in December 

as scheduled by the Office of the Registrar. 

20. The Office of the Registrar will attempt to schedule and assign rooms for upper-level mid-year 

examinations if requested, on the understanding that these requests have a lower priority than Level I 

mid-year examinations and final examinations in first-term courses. 
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SECTION VI: EXAMINATIONS IN PROGRESS 

21. From time to time, unforeseen problems may arise during examinations such as: 

a) a fire alarm leading to the evacuation of the examination location; 

b) a power failure; 

c) a number of examination papers being defective; and 

d) an instructor failing to arrive to administer an instructor-administered examination. 

22. When such an irregularity occurs, the Office of the Registrar decides whether or not to terminate the 

examination(s) and collect the papers. Such decisions are reported to the appropriate Assistant Dean (or 

Program Manager) and instructor. 

23. If the University is unexpectedly closed during an examination period (e.g., inclement weather) the Office 

of the Registrar will reschedule the affected examinations and communicate the new schedule to 

students and instructors. 

24. If academic dishonesty is suspected during an examination, the Office of the Registrar has protocols for 

invigilators to document and/or stop the behaviour. The Office of Academic Integrity, Assistant 

Dean/Program Manager, and instructor will be informed of all suspected cases of academic dishonesty 

in examinations and will proceed according to the Academic Integrity Policy. 

25. If students taking online examinations experience technical difficulties, the student must immediately 

report the difficulty. Reporting may take different forms depending on the online platform being used. 

Options to report difficulties may include emailing the appropriate contact (Instructor or a designate as 

set by the Instructor); accessing a chat function (where available) within the online platform to document 

any difficulties.   
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SECTION VII: STUDENT ACCESS TO WRITTEN FINAL EXAMINATIONS 

26. The procedure for student access to written final examinations has the following two objectives: 

a) to provide an opportunity for the student to review the graded examination; and 

b) to enable the instructor to maintain the confidentiality of questions drawn from a limited pool of 

questions. 

27. A student who wishes to review their graded examination must  submit a written request to the 

Department Chair1 by June 30 (following the Fall/Winter Session) or by October 15 (following the 

Spring/Summer term). The relevant session or term is the one during which the last graded material for 

the course was due. The Chair, in consultation with the instructor, will decide on one of the following 

courses of action: 

a) the instructor may review the student's graded examination with the student. Although it is not 

mandatory for instructors to do this, they are encouraged to do so when it is feasible. 

b) the student may read the graded examination under supervised conditions but must not make notes. 

Where appropriate, model answers and/or the marking scheme also may be examined by the 

student, subject to the approval of the instructor. 

c) a copy of the student's graded examination, and, where appropriate, model answers and/or the 

marking scheme may be provided to the student at a cost2, subject to the approval of the instructor. 

28. The responsibility for implementing the above procedures rests with the Chair of the instructor's 

department. A student's final examination script will be made available to the student as soon as 

possible and not later than one (1) month after the written request by the student. 

 
1 In this document any reference to a Department Chair shall also include the Director of a School or Program. 
2 Current cost is $10.00 per examination. 
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SECTION VIII: NON-WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS 

29. Alternate means of final assessment may be appropriate or necessary, such as oral examinations, 

assessment of practical or performance skills and clinical performance (OSCE). In these final 

assessments, students must be made aware of the objectives and criteria for evaluation. Suitable notes, 

records, marking sheets, recordings, etc. must be kept intact for at least one year after last use, and 

remain accessible to the Department Chair for that period. 

ORAL EXAMINATIONS 

30. Final oral examinations shall be either recorded or witnessed by a second faculty member who is 

competent in the subject being examined. Where the examination involves a demonstration that cannot 

adequately be recorded, suitable notes shall be taken by the examiner and the second faculty member 

so that a written record will be available. 

31. It is recognized this recommendation involves the assumption that final oral examinations can be clearly 

defined. Undergraduate Council suggests the above procedure be followed for examinations that occur at the 

end of a course and are worth a significant proportion of the student’s final grade. If it is unclear whether 

a particular examination qualifies as “final”, the responsibility for deciding should rest with the 

Department Chair and the Dean of the Faculty. 

PRACTICAL SKILLS OR PERFORMANCE EXAMS 

32. Final examinations can be structured to measure practical skills or performance skills. Students should 

be informed in advance about the format of the examination and the objectives for evaluation. Evaluation 

criteria are determined based on course objectives. Practical skills or performance examinations may be 

recorded, or multiple observers may be used to evaluate the students. 

OBJECTIVE STRUCTURED CLINICAL EXAMINATIONS (OSCE) 

33. An OSCE is an objective evaluation measure used to assess components of clinical competence. 

Students should be made aware of the objectives for the evaluation in the OSCE, which is structured to 

sample student performance in a variety of areas relevant to these objectives. Students rotate through a 

series of timed stations normally each lasting 5-10 minutes. At each station, students are asked to 

perform a specific task (such as taking a patient history, performing a treatment technique, etc.). There are 

two types of stations. Examiner stations involve the use of a rater who scores a student’s performance 

and may entail interaction with a standardized patient or mannequin. Marker stations, where a student is 

asked to answer written questions, record findings or interpret patient data, do not require an observer 

but entail subsequent marking. Evaluation criteria are determined in advance on the basis of course 

objectives. A rating form or standardized checklist clearly specifies the evaluation criteria and the scoring 

system to be used by the examiners. 
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34. Final OSCE examinations consisting of 8 or more stations can be used toward the final grade in a 

course. As eight (8) or more raters (one(1) per station) are involved in assessing the student’s 

performance, a review of the documentation provided by these raters on the student’s performance by an 

independent faculty member competent in the subject being examined would constitute a fair and adequate 

review of the student’s performance in the case of a student appeal of the mark. 

35. If the final OSCE examination consists of seven (7) or fewer stations, one of the following must be 

included when conducting the OSCE examination: 

a) a second rater at all examination stations; or 

b) videotaping or audiotaping, depending on the nature of the task being examined of each student at 

all examiner stations; or 

c) using standardized patients at all examiner stations who are trained to complete a checklist 

regarding each student’s performance. 

36. The standardized marking sheets for each student should be kept intact for a period of one (1) year after 

their last use following the end of the academic session in which the evaluation takes place. 
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SECTION IX: DEFERRED EXAMINATIONS  

(Refer to the Sessional Dates section of the Undergraduate Calendar) 
 

37. The following statement is excerpted in part from McMaster University’s Undergraduate Calendar - 

General Academic Regulations (https://academiccalendars.romcmaster.ca/index.php). 

38. The Petition for Special Consideration: Request for Deferred Examination (Form B) is used when a 

student misses an examination for compelling medical or personal reasons.  

39. Requests related to temporary or permanent disabilities or for retroactive accommodations related to a 

disability are excluded from petitions and must be processed under the Academic Accommodation of 

Students with Disabilities policy. 

40. Once a student has completed an examination, no special consideration will be granted.  

41. A student who misses an examination because of compelling medical or personal reasons may submit a 

Petition for Special Consideration: Request for Deferred Examination (Form B) to their Faculty/Program 

Office, normally within five working days of the missed examination. 

42. If the reason is medical, the approved McMaster University Medical Form must be used. The student 

must be assessed by a physician at the earliest possible date, normally on or before the date of the 

missed exam, and the physician must verify the duration of the illness. Relief will not be available for 

minor illnesses. If the reason is non-medical, appropriate documentation with verifiable origin covering 

the relevant dates must be submitted, normally within five (5) working days. 

43. In deciding whether or not to grant a petition, the adequacy of the supporting documentation, including 

the timing in relation to the due date of the missed work and the degree of the student’s incapacitation, 

will be taken into account. 

44. It is the student’s responsibility to check Mosaic Student Center > Deferred Exam Approvals or with the 

Faculty/Program Office for a decision on the request for a deferred examination. If the deferred 

examination is granted, the student will be informed officially by means of the notation DEF, which will 

appear against the relevant course on the student’s academic record and via Mosaic > Student Center > 

View My Grades. 

45. Deferred examinations are written during the next official University deferred examination period. Default 

of the deferred examination will result in a fail for that examination. 

46. Students who have been granted more than one deferred examination may be required by their 

Faculty/Program Office to reduce their course load during the term in which the deferred examinations 

are being written. The decision on a reduced load will be made and communicated with the decision on 

the request for deferred examinations. 
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47. At the discretion of the Faculty/Program Office, students who have been granted one (1) or more 

deferred examination(s) may not be allowed to enrol in a subsequent term until all deferred examinations 

have been completed and the Academic Standing calculated. Students will be notified of this decision by 

their Faculty/Program Office. 

48. Students who will be living more than 160 kilometres from Hamilton during the deferred examination 

period and wish to write their approved deferred examination at an institution other than McMaster must 

submit a Request to Write Deferred Examination Off-campus Form at least fifteen (15) working days 

prior to the deferred examination period. Students are responsible for making arrangements for a 

presider to conduct the deferred examination at an outside institution and for paying any fees such as 

invigilation and return courier. 

49. The authority to grant any petitions lies with their Faculty/Program Office and is discretionary. It is 

imperative that students make every effort to meet the originally-scheduled course requirements, and it 

is a student’s responsibility to write examinations as scheduled. 

50. Decisions made on Petitions for Special Consideration are final. In accordance with the Student Appeal 

Procedures, decisions made on Petitions for Special Consideration cannot be appealed to the Senate 

Board for Student Appeals. However, should students believe that a decision may be a violation of their 

human rights, they may wish to contact the Equity and Inclusion Office to identify appropriate avenues of 

recourse as per the Discrimination and Harassment Policy.  

51. Requests related to temporary or permanent disabilities or for retroactive accommodations related to a 

disability are excluded from Petitions for Special Consideration and, therefore, must be processed under 

the Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities policy. 
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SECTION X: PROTECTION OF PRIVACY 

52. The Privacy Management Policy applies to all McMaster University faculty, staff and students when 

handling personal information or personal health information on behalf of the institution. The policy sets 

out the accountabilities for ensuring that all individuals involved in the planning, management and day-to-

day operations of McMaster University are in compliance with the Freedom of Information and Protection 

of Privacy Act (FIPPA), McMaster University’s Notice of Collection, Use and Disclosure Statement, and 

the privacy policies, procedures and practices set out by the University. 

53. Instructors should take care to protect student names, student numbers, grades and all other personal 

information at all times. For example, the submission and return of assignments and the posting of 

grades must be done in a manner that ensures confidentiality. 

 

  

Page 164 of 181

https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/Privacy-Management-Policy.pdf
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/privacy/notice-of-collection-use-and-disclosure/


UNDERGRADUATE EXAMINATIONS POLICY  
 

 

POLICY DATE: TBA Page 14 of 14 

APPENDIX A: RELATED POLICIES 

This Policy is to be read in conjunction with the following policies, guidelines, and statements. The 
University reserves the right to amend or add to the University’s policies and statements from time to time 
(this is not a comprehensive list): 
 

• Academic Accommodation for Religious, Indigenous and Spiritual Observances, Policy on 

• Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities 

• Academic Integrity Policy 

• Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities 

• Conflict of Interest Guidelines – Undergraduate Studies and Graduate Studies 

• McMaster University’s Notice of Collection, Use and Disclosure Statement  

• Privacy Governance and Accountability Framework 

• Rights and Responsibilities of Undergraduate Students During Work Stoppages That Substantially 
Disrupt Academic Activities 

• Statement on Building an Inclusive Community with a Shared Purpose 

• Statement and Guidelines on Inclusive Communications 

• Storm Emergency Policy 

• Guidelines for Digital Learning Resources 

• Undergraduate Course Management Policies 
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SECTION I: INTRODUCTION 

PREAMBLE 

1. This document brings together policies approved by the Senate of McMaster University related to 

undergraduate examinations. These policies are intended to communicate clearly the University’s 

expectations with regard to the responsibilities of both students and instructors. Each section addresses 

a separate issue, and the appendices provide additional useful information. 

ASSESSMENT BAN 

2. There is a University-wide ban on examinations and tests in the final week of classes – see refer to the 

Undergraduate Course Management Policies (Section Barticle 12: Due Date Restrictions).
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SECTION II: INSTRUCTOR RESPONSIBILITIES 

3. Examination papers must be submitted to the Office of the Registrar according to the formatting 

guidelines provided by the Office of the Registrar. 

4. Any authorized aids must be indicated on the examination paper and communicated in writing to students 

in advance ofbefore the examination date. If an instructor authorizes the useing of a calculator, it must be 

communicated to the students in advance of the examination. The instructor may specify that students the 

must use of the McMaster Standard Calculator(s). Such calculator(s) are designated by the appropriate 

Associate Vice-President Vice-Provost (Teaching and Learning) on behalf of Undergraduate Council. If an 

instructor permits students the to use of a different calculator, it is the instructor’s responsibility to ensure the 

calculator does not allow an unfair advantage or disadvantage. 

5. If students will be taking tests and/or examinations online, instructors must specify the required 

electronic equipment and software at the beginning of the course. Such equipment may include a 

computer video camera, computer, and any other piece of equipment that can be reasonably expected 

of students. Instructors will use course outlines to inform students that the course may use online 

proctoring software for tests and exams. This software may require students to turn on their video 

camera, present identification, monitor and record their computer activities, and lock/restrict their 

browser or other applications/software during tests or exams. This software may be required to be 

installed before the exam begins.  

6. It is the responsibility of the instructor’s responsibility to devise and use checking procedures in the grading of 

all examinations to ensure that every portion of the examination is marked and the totalling of the marks 

awarded is correct. 

7. For a course with an enrolment of 500 or more students and a final examination with a multiple-choice 

component, the instructor must provide four different versions of the examination to the Office of the 

Registrar. 

8. The instructor(s) (or an appropriate designate) is expected to be present at the regularly scheduled 

examination and is responsible for ensuring the accuracy of the examination paper. If the instructor (or 

appropriate designate) must leave the examination, the instructor (or appropriate designate) must provide 

the Presider with contact information where they can be reached for the remainder of the examination.
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SECTION III: STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

9. Students must be available for the entire examination period as listed in the Sessional Dates section of 

the Undergraduate Calendar. Accommodated exams for students registered with SAS are sometimes 

scheduled outside the exam period. Examinations will not be re-scheduled to accommodate for purposes 

of travel. 

10. Students who encounter scheduling difficulties and who wish to have an examination re-scheduled, must 

report the issue to the Office of the Registrar immediately. A minimum of ten (10) working days prior to 

the first day of the examination period is required to facilitate the re-scheduling of examinations. Scheduling 

difficulties include: 

a) more than one (1) examination scheduled at the same time; 

b) three examinations in one (1) calendar day (midnight to midnight); 

c) three consecutive examinations over two (2) days. 

11. Students who wish to request the re-scheduling of examinations on the basis of religious obligations 

must contact the Office of the Registrar as soon as possible and no later than ten (10) working days 

prior to the first day of the examination period. 

12. If a course has an exam that is conducted online, it is a student’s responsibility to ensure that they have 

the necessary equipment and software required to successfully undertake the examination. Questions or 

considerations related to online examinations must be referred to an instructor as soon as possible and 

no later than ten (10) days prior to an online examination/test. 

13. Students who miss an examination for compelling medical or personal reasons should refer to the 

Section IX: Deferred Examinations Section. 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS OF STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 

14. Students who will require additional aids or other accommodations in their examinations must contact 

Student Accessibility Services and receive a recommendation regarding appropriate accommodation under 

the Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities by the last date for cancelling courses without 

failure by default.  

15. No additional aids or accommodations are allowed other than those confirmed by Student Accessibility 

Services and the course instructor.  

16. Absent of extenuating circumstances, a late cancellation or no-show fee may be applied to any student who 

fails to provide at least 48 hours notice of cancellation of final examination accommodation requirements. 
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SECTION IV: REGULATIONS 

17. The following regulations apply to all examinations conducted by the Office of the Registrar (variations 

may occur for instructor-conducted and/or online examinations): 

a) the student is responsible for writing the correct examination (instructor and section) at the place and 

time indicated on their personal examination timetable.; 

b) no student will be admitted to the examination room more than thirty (30) minutes after the start of 

any examination. No extra time will be allowed for a student who arrives late to the examination; 

c) A valid photo identification card (I.D. card) is required for all examinations (including online). A 

student who arrives without their I.D. card will be required (before being seated) to obtain a 

substitute card and pay a $30.00 fee; no extra time will be allowed for students arriving without their 

I.D. card. Acceptable forms of valid photo identification include: 

(i) McMaster student photo identification cardMacCard (student ID card); either the physical plastic 
card or the digital card. A photo of the plastic card displayed on a mobile device will also be 
accepted;  

(ii) Government-issued photo identification card (including those issued by a foreign government). A 
photo of the physical identification displayed on a mobile device will also be accepted; 

(iii) Indian Status or Treaty card, Métis membership card, or Tribal-issued identification card. A 
photo of the physical plastic card displayed on a mobile device will also be accepted.  

d) students should use the washroom before the examination; 

e) students should bring into the examination room only what is necessary into the examination room to 

write the examination. All items not required to write the examination must be left at the side of the 

room at the student’s risk. Only small personal belongings (e.g., purseshandbag) may be left 

beneath the chairs, not on the desks. The University assumes no responsibility for lost articles; 

f) no aids (including but not limited to; books, papers, instruments, communication or electronic devices, 

cell phones, etc.) may be used in examinations unless specified by the instructor. Invigilators will 

check for compliance; 

g) no food is permitted. Drinks must be in a spill-proof container; 

h) no form of communication between students is permitted; 

i) the University makes every effort to ensure that examination papers are properly prepared. However, it 

is the responsibility of the student to check the paper and to bring any discrepancies found in their 

examination to the attention of the invigilator; 

j) a student officially registered in any class shall have the right to take the final examination in that 

class regardless of their attendance record at the class lectures; 
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k) students who are unwell during the examination and are unable to complete an examination must 

report to the Room Presider. A Petition for Special Consideration form with supporting documentation 

may be submitted to the Office of the Associate Dean (Studies) of the student’s Faculty normally 

within five working days of the missed examination; and 

l) students may not remove examination books or supplies from the examination room. 

18. Students who fail to comply will be required to surrender their examination paper and leave the room 

immediately. 
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SECTION V: MIDTERMS AND FINAL EXAMINATIONS 

19. All September to April (Multi-term) Level I courses, with the exception of those that do not hold final 

examinations, must have a formal mid-year examination. Such examinations will be written in December 

as scheduled by the Office of the Registrar. 

20. The Office of the Registrar will attempt to schedule and assign rooms for upper-level mid-year 

examinations if requested, on the understanding that these requests have a lower priority than Level I 

mid-year examinations and final examinations in first-term courses. 
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SECTION VI: EXAMINATIONS IN PROGRESS 

21. From time to time, unforeseen problems may arise during examinations such as: 

a) a fire alarm leading to the evacuation of the examination location; 

b) a power failure; 

c) a number of examination papers being defective; and 

d) an instructor failing to arrive to administer an instructor-administered examination. 

22. When such an irregularity occurs, the Office of the Registrar decides whether or not to terminate the 

examination(s) and collect the papers. Such decisions are reported to the appropriate Associate Assistant 

Dean (or Program Manager) and instructor. 

23. If the University is unexpectedly closed during an examination period (e.g., inclement weather) the Office 

of the Registrar will re-schedule the affected examinations and communicate the new schedule to 

students and instructors. 

24. If academic dishonesty is suspected during an examination, the Office of the Registrar has protocols in 

place for invigilators to document and/or stop the behaviour. The Office of Academic Integrity, Assistant 

Dean/Program Manager, and instructor will be informed of all suspected cases of academic dishonesty 

in examinations and will proceed according to the Academic Integrity Policy. 

25. If students taking online examinations experience technical difficulties, the student must immediately 

report the difficulty. Reporting may take different forms depending on the online platform being used. 

Options to report difficulties may include emailing the appropriate contact (Instructor, or a designate as 

set by the Instructor); accessing a chat function (where available) within the online platform to document 

any difficulties.   
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SECTION VII: STUDENT ACCESS TO WRITTEN FINAL EXAMINATIONS 

26. The procedure for student access to written final examinations has the following two objectives: 

a) to provide an opportunity for the student to review the graded examination; and 

b) to enable the instructor to maintain the confidentiality of questions drawn from a limited pool of 

questions. 

27. A student's written request to review the  who wishes to review their graded examination must be 

submitted a written request to the Department Chair1 by June 30 (following the Fall/Winter Session) or by 

October 15 (following the Spring/Summer Sessionterm). The relevant Ssession or term is the one during 

which the last graded material for the course was due. The Chair, in consultation with the instructor, will 

decide on one of the following courses of action: 

a) the instructor may review the student's graded examination with the student. Although it is not 

mandatory for instructors to do this, they are encouraged to do so when it is feasible. 

b) the student may read the graded examination under supervised conditions but must not make notes. 

Where appropriate, model answers and/or the marking scheme also may be examined by the 

student, subject to the approval of the instructor. 

c) a photocopy of the student's graded examination, and, where appropriate, model answers and/or the 

marking scheme may be provided to the student at a cost2, subject to the approval of the instructor. 

28. The responsibility for implementing the above procedures rests with the Chair of the instructor's 

department. A student's final examination script will be made available to the student as soon as 

possible and not later than one (1) month after the written request by the student. 

 
1 In this document any reference to a Department Chair shall also include the Director of a School or Program. 
2 Current cost is $10.00 per examination. 
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SECTION VIII: NON-WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS 

29. Alternate means of final assessment may be appropriate or necessary, such as oral examinations, 

assessment of practical or performance skills and clinical performance (OSCE). In these final 

assessments, students must be made aware of the objectives and criteria for evaluation. Suitable notes, 

records, marking sheets, recordings, etc. must be kept intact for at least one year after last use, and 

remain accessible to the Department Chair for that period. 

ORAL EXAMINATIONS 

30. Final oral examinations shall be either recorded or witnessed by a second faculty member who is 

competent in the subject being examined. Where the examination involves a demonstration that cannot 

adequately be recorded, suitable notes shall be taken by the examiner and the second faculty member 

so that a written record will be available. 

31. It is recognized this recommendation involves the assumption that final oral examinations can be clearly 

defined. Undergraduate Council suggests the above procedure be followed for examinations that occur at the 

end of a course and are worth a significant proportion of the student’s final grade. If it is unclear whether 

a particular examination qualifies as “final”, the responsibility for deciding should rest with the 

Department Chair and the Dean of the Faculty. 

PRACTICAL SKILLS OR PERFORMANCE EXAMS 

32. Final examinations can be structured to measure practical skills or performance skills. Students should 

be informed in advance about the format of the examination and the objectives for evaluation. Evaluation 

criteria are determined on the basis ofbased on course objectives. Practical skills or performance 

examinations may be recorded, or have multiple observers may be used to evaluateing the students. 

OBJECTIVE STRUCTURED CLINICAL EXAMINATIONS (OSCE) 

33. An OSCE is an objective evaluation measure used to assess components of clinical competence. 

Students should be made aware of the objectives for the evaluation in the OSCE, which is structured to 

sample student performance in a variety of areas relevant to these objectives. Students rotate through a 

series of timed stations normally each lasting 5-10 minutes. At each station, students are asked to 

perform a specific task (such as taking a patient history, performing a treatment technique, etc.). There are 

two types of stations. Examiner stations involve the use of a rater who scores a student’s performance 

and may entail interaction with a standardized patient or mannequin. Marker stations, where a student is 

asked to answer written questions, record findings or interpret patient data, do not require an observer 

but entail subsequent marking. Evaluation criteria are determined in advance on the basis of course 

objectives. A rating form or standardized checklist clearly specifies the evaluation criteria and the scoring 

system to be used by the examiners. 
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34. Final OSCE examinations consisting of 8 or more stations can be used toward the final grade in a 

course. As eight (8) or more raters (one(1) per station) are involved in assessing the student’s 

performance, a review of the documentation provided by these raters on the student’s performance by an 

independent faculty member competent in the subject being examined would constitute a fair and adequate 

review of the student’s performance in the case of a student appeal of the mark. 

35. If the final OSCE examination consists of seven (7) or fewer stations, one of the following must be 

included when conducting the OSCE examination: 

a) a second rater at all examination stations; or 

b) videotaping or audiotaping, depending on the nature of the task being examined of each student at 

all examiner stations; or 

c) using standardized patients at all examiner stations who are trained to complete a checklist 

regarding each student’s performance. 

36. The standardized marking sheets for each student should be kept intact for a period of one (1) year after 

their last use following the end of the academic session in which the evaluation takes place. 

Page 177 of 181



UNDERGRADUATE EXAMINATIONS POLICY  
 

 

POLICY DATE: January 1, 2023 TBA Page 11 of 14 

SECTION IX: DEFERRED EXAMINATIONS  

(See Refer to the Sessional Dates section of the Undergraduate Calendar) 
 

37. The following statement is excerpted in part from McMaster University’s Undergraduate Calendar - 

General Academic Regulations (https://academiccalendars.romcmaster.ca/index.php). 

38. The Petition for Special Consideration: Request for Deferred Examination (Form B) is used when a 

student misses an examination because offor compelling medical or personal reasons.  

39. Requests related to temporary or permanent disabilities, or for retroactive accommodations related to a 

disability are excluded from petitions and must be processed under the Academic Accommodation of 

Students with Disabilities policy. 

40. Once a student has completed an examination, no special consideration will be granted.  

41. A student who misses an examination because of compelling medical or personal reasons may submit a 

Petition for Special Consideration: Request for Deferred Examination (Form B) to their Faculty/Program 

Office, normally within five working days of the missed examination. 

42. If the reason is medical, the approved McMaster University Medical Form must be used. The student 

must be seen assessed by a doctor physician at the earliest possible date, normally on or before the 

date of the missed exam, and the doctor physician must verify the duration of the illness. Relief will not 

be available for minor illnesses. If the reason is non-medical, appropriate documentation with verifiable 

origin covering the relevant dates must be submitted, normally within five (5) working days. 

43. In deciding whether or not to grant a petition, the adequacy of the supporting documentation, including 

the timing in relation to the due date of the missed work and the degree of the student’s incapacitation, 

will be taken into account. 

44. It is the student’s responsibility to check Mosaic Student Center > Deferred Exam Approvals or with the 

Faculty/Program Office for a decision on the request for a deferred examination. If the deferred 

examination is granted, the student will be informed officially by means of the notation DEF, which will 

appear against the relevant course on the student’s academic record and via Mosaic > Student Center > 

View My Grades. 

45. Deferred examinations are written during the next official University deferred examination period. Default 

of the deferred examination will result in a fail for that examination. 

46. Students who have been granted more than one deferred examination may be required by their 

Faculty/Program Office to reduce their course load during the term in which the deferred examinations 

are being written. The decision on a reduced load will be made and communicated with the decision on 

the request for deferred examinations. 
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47. At the discretion of the Faculty/Program Office, students who have been granted one (1) or more 

deferred examination(s), may not be allowed to enrol in a subsequent term until all deferred 

examinations have been completed and the Academic Standing calculated. Students will be notified of 

this decision by their Faculty/Program Office. 

48. Students who will be living more than 160 kilometres from Hamilton during the deferred examination 

period and wish to write their approved deferred examination at an institution other than McMaster must 

submit a Request to Write Deferred Examination Off-campus Form at least fifteen (15) working days 

prior to the deferred examination period. Students are responsible for making arrangements for a 

presider to conduct the deferred examination at an outside institution and for paying any fees such as 

invigilation and return courier. 

49. The authority to grant any petitions lies with their Faculty/Program Office and is discretionary. It is 

imperative that students make every effort to meet the originally-scheduled course requirements, and it 

is a student’s responsibility to write examinations as scheduled. 

50. Decisions made on Petitions for Special Consideration are final. In accordance with the Student Appeal 

Procedures, decisions made on Petitions for Special Consideration cannot be appealed to the Senate 

Board for Student Appeals. However, should students believe that a decision may be a violation of their 

human rights, they may wish to contact the Equity and Inclusion Office to identify appropriate avenues of 

recourse as per the Discrimination and Harassment Policy.  

51. Requests related to temporary or permanent disabilities, or for retroactive accommodations related to a 

disability, are excluded from Petitions for Special Consideration and, therefore, must be processed under 

the Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities policy. 
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SECTION X: PROTECTION OF PRIVACY 

52. The Privacy Management Policy Governance and Accountability Framework applies to all McMaster 

University faculty, staff and students when handling personal information or personal health information 

on behalf of the institution. The policy sets out the accountabilities for ensuring that all individuals 

involved in the planning, management and day-to-day operations of McMaster University are in 

compliance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA), the McMaster 

University’s Notice of Collection, Use and Disclosure Statement Statement on the Collection of Personal 

Information and the Protection of Privacy, and the privacy policies, procedures and practices set out by 

the University. 

53. Instructors should take care to protect student names, student numbers, grades and all other personal 

information at all times. For example, the submission and return of assignments and the posting of 

grades must be done in a manner that ensures confidentiality. 
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APPENDIX A: RELATED POLICIES 

This Policy is to be read in conjunction with the following policies, guidelines, and statements. The 
University reserves the right to amend or add to the University’s policies and statements from time to time 
(this is not a comprehensive list): 
 

• Academic Accommodation for Religious, Indigenous and Spiritual Observances, Policy on 

• Academic Accommodation of Students with Disabilities 

• Academic Integrity Policy 

• Code of Student Rights & Responsibilities 

• Conflict of Interest Guidelines – Undergraduate Studies and Graduate Studies 

• McMaster University’s Notice of Collection, Use and Disclosure Statement Statement on Collection of 
Personal Information and Protection of Privacy 

• Privacy Governance and Accountability Framework 

• Rights and Responsibilities of Undergraduate Students During Work Stoppages That Substantially 
Disrupt Academic Activities 

• Statement on Building an Inclusive Community with a Shared Purpose 

• Statement and Guidelines on Inclusive Communications 

• Storm Emergency Policy 

• Guidelines for Digital Learning Resources 

• Undergraduate Course Management Policies 
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