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MEETING MINUTES OF THE UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL
Tuesday, February 25, 2025 at 2:30 p.m.
Gilmour Hall, Council Room (Room 111)

Attendance: Catherine Anderson (Chair), Nicholas Bock, Rosa da Silva, Sarah Dickson-
Anderson, Darran Fernandez, Vivian Lewis, Beth Marquis, Karen McGarry,
Caitlin Mullarkey, Kiran Oberai, Bridget O’Shaughnessy, Cheryl Quenneville,
Aaron Schat, Rob Whyte, Michelle Zheng (Associate University Secretary),
Kelly Snow (Assistant University Secretary)

Consultants: Cait Brooks, Lynn Giordano, Amy Gullage, Carla Hodal, Cathy Mackenzie,
Sarah Robinson, Greg Rombough, Monique Savage Williams, Maria White,
Dan Piedra, Liz Maguire

Invited: Brad Coburn, Policy Advisor and Special Projects Officer
Regrets: Karen Balcom, Ruth Chen, Elliot Gorman, Cathy Grisé, Teal McAteer, Wynter
Sutchy

1. Call to Order

Catherine Anderson, Chair of the Undergraduate Council, called the meeting to
order. Members heard that the items from the Curriculum & Admissions report
would be presented first.

2, Minutes of the Previous Meeting - January 28, 2025
It was duly moved and seconded,

that the Undergraduate Council approve the minutes of the January 28, 2025
meeting, as circulated.

The motion was Carried.

3. Business Arising
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There was no business arising.
Chair's Remarks

C. Anderson offered brief remarks.
Report from the Awards Committee

Rosa da Silva, Chair of the Awards Committee, presented the committee’s
report.

At its meeting on February 4, 2025, the Undergraduate Council Awards
Committee reviewed and approved the following items for recommendation to
the Undergraduate Council.

1. Terms of Award

a. Proposed New Bursaries

b. Changes to Award Terms

c. Awards Removed from the Undergraduate Calendar
d. Awards Value Changes (Information)

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the Undergraduate Council approve the recommendations
contained in the Report from the Office of the Registrar; Aid and
Awards, as circulated.

The motion was Carried.

Report from the Joint Committee on Certificates, Diplomas and
Microcredentials

Aaron Schat, Chair of the Joint Committee on Certificates, Diplomas and
Microcredentials, presented the report

1. New Concurrent Certificate in Quantum Science and Technology

At its meeting on January 14, 2025, the Joint Committee on
Certificates, Diplomas and Microcredentials reviewed and approved
the Concurrent Certificate in Quantum Science and Technology, as
proposed by the Faculty of Science. Members were reminded that
this item was pulled from the last UGC meeting.
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R. da Silva provided an overview of the certificate. R. da Silva
proposed an amendment; instead of the highlighted language reading
“A minimum of”, it was proposed that the highlighted amendments
read 17-18 units total, and 11-12 units instead. This was accepted by
the Council.

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to
the Senate, the establishment of the Concurrent Certificate in
Quantum Science and Technology, as recommended by the
Faculty of Science for inclusion in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate
Calendar, and as amended.

The motion was Carried.

Revisions to Certificate Programs

At its meeting on February 4, 2025, the Joint Committee on
Certificates, Diplomas and Microcredentials reviewed and approved
revisions to certificates as proposed by the Faculties of Social
Sciences and Health Sciences.

a. Faculty of Social Sciences

Karen McGarry, Associate Dean, Undergraduate Studies,
provided an overview of the addenda revisions.

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the Undergraduate Council approve the proposed
revisions to the Concurrent Certificate in Social
Innovation as recommended by the Faculty of Social
Sciences for inclusion in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate
Calendar, and as circulated.

The motion was Carried.

b. Faculty of Health Sciences

Rob Whyte, Vice-Dean, Education, provided an overview of
the revisions.

It was duly moved and seconded,




that the Undergraduate Council approve the proposed
revisions to the Certificate of Professional Learning in
Adult Critical Care Nursing as recommended by the
Faculty of Health Sciences for inclusion in the 2025-2026
Undergraduate Calendar, as circulated.

The motion was Carried.

3. Closure of Certificate of Professional Learning - Science of
Cannabis

At the same meeting, the Joint Committee on Certificates, Diplomas
and Microcredentials reviewed and approved the closure of the
Certificate of Professional Learning in the Science of Cannabis.

Dan Piedra, Assistant Director, McMaster Continuing Education,
provided an overview of the closure.

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to
the University Planning Committee, the closure of the Certificate
of Professional Learning in the Science of Cannabis, as
circulated.

The motion was Carried.

7. Report from the Curriculum & Admissions Committee

Beth Marquis, Chair of the Curriculum & Admissions Committee, presented the
Committee’s report.

1. Addenda to Curriculum Revisions for the 2025-2026 and 2026-2027
Undergraduate Calendars

At the meeting held on February 4, 2025, the Curriculum and
Admissions Committee approved, for recommendation to Undergraduate
Council, the addenda to curriculum revisions contained in the following
reports for inclusion in the 2025-2026 and 2026-2027 Undergraduate
Calendars. All minor curriculum addenda were encompassed in the
omnibus motion.

a. Faculty of Engineering
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C.

Sarah Dickson-Anderson, Associate Dean, Undergraduate
Studies, provided an overview the proposal.

There was a discussion by members regarding whether this item
should be included in the 2026-2027 Undergraduate Calendar. S.
Dickson-Anderson clarified that the names of the programs and
the admissions programs need to move forward now. Time is also
needed to produce recruitment materials.

Members heard that any changes, including structural changes,
would return through the governance process.

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the Undergraduate Council approve, for
recommendation to the Senate, the proposed admissions
revisions into First-Year Programs in Engineering and
Integrated Biomedical Engineering Health Sciences (IBEHS),
as recommended by the Faculty of Engineering for inclusion
in the 2026-2027 Undergraduate Calendar, as circulated.

The motion was Carried.
Faculty of Health Sciences
There were no major revisions.
Office of the Registrar

Cait Brooks, Senior Records Officer, Curriculum & Undergraduate
Calendar, provided an overview of the revisions.

Members discussed the Letter of Permission section at length.
Several amendments were made to the language.

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the Undergraduate Council approve, for
recommendation to the Senate, the revisions to Admission
Requirements, Application Procedures and the General
Academic Regulations, including the updated Letter of
Permission (LoP) language and the 2025-2026 Sessional
Dates, as proposed by the Office of the Registrar for
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inclusion in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Calendar, as
amended.

The motion was Carried.
It was duly moved and seconded,

that the Undergraduate Council approve the curriculum addenda
proposed by the Faculties of Engineering and Health Sciences for
inclusion in the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Calendar, as circulated.

The motion was Carried.
Revisions to the Undergraduate Examinations Policy

Brad Coburn, Policy Advisor and Special Projects Officer, provided an
overview of the revisions of the policy. Members discussed the policy
thoroughly and proposed some amendments to the language.

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation to the
Senate, the proposed revisions to the Undergraduate Examinations
Policy, effective April 15t, 2025, and as amended at the meeting.

The motion was Carried.
Other Business

C. Anderson called for other business. Greg Rombough, Manager,
Academic - Undergraduate and Special Graduate Programs, spoke to major
modifications that would be coming forward to the Curriculum and
Admissions Committee in March.

Adjournment

As there was no other business, the meeting adjourned at 3:15 PM.




