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MEETING MINUTES OF THE UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 
Tuesday, September 23, 2025 at 2:30 p.m. 
Gilmour Hall, Council Room (Room 111) 

 
 
Attendance: Kim Dej (Chair), Karen Balcom, Ruth Chen, Sean Corner, Rosa da 

Silva, Darran Fernandez, Mohammed Hussein, Ayesha Khan, Vivian 
Lewis, Karen McGarry, Caitlin Mullarkey, Beth Marquis, Aaron 
Schat, Sean Van Koughnett, Rob Whyte, Michelle Zheng (Associate 
University Secretary), Kelly Snow (Assistant University Secretary) 
  

Consultants: Jordan Charron, Carolyn Brandon, Cait Brooks, Lynn Giordano, Amy 
Gullage, Jennifer Hamilton, Cathy Mackenzie, Liz Maguire, Sarah 
Robinson, Greg Rombough, Maria White  
  

Invited:            Zubair Azizi, Undergraduate Student, Faculty of Science 
Blake Clayton, Undergraduate Student, Faculty of Humanities 
Gonzalo Dejo Mau, Undergraduate Student, Faculty of Health 
Sciences 
Greg Flynn, Assistant Professor and Chair of the Department of 
Political Science 
Dave Mammoliti, Director, Executive Programs, DeGroote School of 
Business, 
Lorenzo Melo, Undergraduate Student, Faculty of Business 
Yasmeen Mirza, Undergraduate Student, Faculty of Humanities 
Eliza Ritchie, Undergraduate Student, Arts & Science Program 
  

 

 
 
 
 1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting - April 29, 2025 

 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve the minutes of the April 
29, 2025 meeting, as circulated. 
 
The motion was Carried. 

 
 2. Business Arising 

 
There was no business arising. 
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 3. Chair's Remarks 

 
Kim Dej, Chair of the Undergraduate Council, expressed appreciation 
for members’ willingness to serve on the Council and their assigned 
subcommittee, and spoke briefly to the curriculum process. 

 
 4. Undergraduate Council Reference Materials 

 
K. Dej noted that reference materials attached are circulated for 
information.  

 
 5. Election of Undergraduate Council Vice-Chair 

 
Members heard that the Vice-Chair of Undergraduate Council is 
elected annually.  Mohamed Hussein expressed interest and 
willingness to serve. There were no additional nominations.  
 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council elect Mohamed Hussein as Vice-
Chair. 
 
The motion was Carried. 

 
 
 6. Report from the Undergraduate Council Executive Committee 

 
The Undergraduate Council Committee Assignments were approved 
by the Executive Committee. The UGC Executive Committee 
authorized the Chair of Undergraduate Council to complete the 
memberships as required throughout the summer months. 
 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that Undergraduate Council ratify the decision of the Executive 
Committee to approve the 2025-2026 Undergraduate Council 
Committee Assignments, as circulated.  
 
The motion was Carried.  

 
 7. Report from the Awards Committee 

 
Rosa da Silva, Chair of the Awards Committee, presented the report.  
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      1. Terms of Award 

 
At its meeting on September 9, 2025, the Undergraduate Council 
Awards Committee reviewed and approved terms of awards for 
recommendation to the Undergraduate Council.  
 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve the 
recommendations contained in the Report from the Office of 
the Registrar & Financial Support, as circulated. 
 
The motion was Carried. 

 
 8. Report from the Joint Committee on Certificates, Diplomas and 

Microcredentials 
 
Aaron Schat, Chair of the Joint Committee on Certificates, Diplomas 
and Microcredentials presented the report.  
   

      1. New Non-Academic Certificate of Completion Programs 
 
At its meeting on September 9, 2025, the Joint Committee on 
Certificates, Diplomas and Microcredentials reviewed and 
approved the Strategic Foresight and Futures Literacy Certificate 
of Completion program. It also received for information the 
McMaster Organizational Leaders Program Certificate of 
Completion program. 
 
A. Schat explained that although both items are Certificate of 
Completion programs, one is for approval as fees will be charged 
to Learners.  
 

a. Strategic Foresight and Futures Literacy 
 

A. Schat provided a brief overview of the item. 
 

           It was duly moved and seconded, 
 

that the Undergraduate Council approve, for 
recommendation to the University Planning Committee 
and the Senate, the Certificate of Completion in 
Strategic Foresight and Futures Literacy. 
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The motion was Carried. 

 
b. McMaster Organizational Leaders Program 

 
A. Schat welcomed and introduce Dave Mammoliti, 
Director, Executive Programs, DeGroote School of 
Business, who provided an overview of the item. 
 
In response to a question about the selection process, D. 
Mammoliti noted that 25 applicants were identified by the 
Deans and Deputy Provost’s Office, with 15 selected for 
the pilot. Future iterations may include a broader 
application process and longer timelines. Members also 
discussed links to the Strategic Leaders Program and 
participant feedback on enhancing future sessions. 
 
The item was received for information. 

   
 
 9. Report from the Curriculum & Admissions Committee 

 
Beth Marquis, Chair of the Curriculum & Admissions Committee, 
presented the report. 
   

      1. Curriculum Revisions for the 2026-2027 Undergraduate 
Calendar 
 
At the meeting held on September 9, 2025, the Curriculum and 
Admissions Committee reviewed and approved a new University 
of Birmingham LLB Option to the Honours Political Science B.A. 
program, as recommended by the Faculty of Social Sciences.  
 
Greg Flynn, Assistant Professor and Chair of the Department of 
Political Science, provided a brief overview of the item. 

Members discussed the proposed dual degree pathway between 
the Department of Political Science and the University of 
Birmingham, aimed at enabling students to earn both an Honours 
Social Sciences degree and a UK law degree. G. Flynn explained 
that students would apply for the Birmingham component at the 
end of Level I, with the first cohort capped at 30 McMaster 
students and potential for expansion if interest grows. The 
program is designed to allow students to complete the 
Birmingham curriculum and return to Canada in time to write the 
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bar exams, with content tailored to support bar eligibility and 
professional development. 

Members discussed student motivations and logistics, noting that 
many Canadian students studying law abroad intend to return to 
Canada and value earning both degrees for increased 
competitiveness. G. Flynn added that while students could 
technically return after completing the Birmingham program to 
write the bar, most prefer to complete both credentials to benefit 
from the experience. Members discussed comparisons to 
medical education, adding that while law does not face the same 
structural caps as medical residencies, the profession has 
become increasingly open to graduates from international law 
schools. 

It was clarified that this is not a new program but a major 
modification to create a formal dual-degree pathway. Students 
would enter Social Sciences in level I, declare a major in Political 
Science, and apply for the Birmingham option in their second 
year. Those not meeting Birmingham’s entry standards would 
continue in the Political Science Honours program. Members 
discussed promotional timing, terminology and the importance of 
tracking graduate outcomes to assess long-term success. 

Following discussion, an amendment was made to change the 
language from “joint degree” to “dual degree,” and to make a 
minor editorial adjustment to include the term “program option.” 
 
It was duly moved and seconded,  
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for 
recommendation to the Senate, the establishment of a new 
University of Birmingham LLB Option as a major 
modification to the existing Honours Political Science B.A. 
program, as recommended by the Faculty of Social Sciences 
and as amended. 
 
The motion was Carried. 
 
 

 
 10. Other Business 

 
K. Dej called for other business. 
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 11. Adjournment 
 
As there was other business, the meeting adjourned at 3:32 PM. 
 
 

 


