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MEETING MINUTES OF UNDERGRADUATE COUNCIL 
Tuesday, November 5, 2024 at 2:30 p.m. 
Gilmour Hall, Council Room (Room 111) 
 
 
Attendance: Kim Dej (Chair), Karen Balcom, Helena Cordeiro, Rosa da Silva, 

Sarah Dickson-Anderson, Darran Fernandez, Eliott Gorman, Cathy 
Grisé, Beth Marquis, Karen McGarry, Caitlin Mullarkey, Azim Naqvi, 
Kiran Oberai, Cheryl Quenneville, Aaron Schat, Wynter Sutchy, 
Sean Van Koughnett, Michelle Zheng (Associate University 
Secretary), Kelly Snow (Assistant University Secretary) 
  

Consultants: Carolyn Brandon, Cait Brooks, Lynn Giordano, Amy Gullage, Cathy 
Mackenzie, Liz Maguire, Sarah Robinson, Monique Savage 
Williams, Maria White 
  

Invited:            Dania Ihsan, Faculty of Health Sciences Student 
Dan Piedra, Assistant Director, McMaster Continuing Education 
(MCE)  
Sandra Moll, Associate Professor in the School of Rehabilitation 
Science 
  

Regrets: Nick Bock, Lorraine Carter, Vivian Lewis, Bridget O’Shaughnessy 
 
 

 
 1. Notice of Meeting - October 29, 2024 

 
The Notice of Meeting was circulated on October 29, 2024. 

 
 2. Minutes of the Previous Meeting - September 24, 2024 

 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve the minutes of its meeting 
held on September 24, 2024, as circulated. 
 
The motion was Carried.  

 
 3. Business Arising 
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There was no business arising. 
 
 4. Chair's Remarks 

 
Kim Dej, Chair of the Undergraduate Council, spoke to the recent 
passing of former Canadian Senator Murray Sinclair, who served as 
chairman of the Indian Residential Schools Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission from 2009 to 2015. 

 
 5. Report from the Awards Committee 

 
Rosa da Silva, Chair of the Awards Committee, presented the 
committee’s report.  
 
At its meeting on October 29, 2024, the Awards Committee reviewed 
and approved the following for recommendation to Undergraduate 
Council.    

      1. Terms of Award 
a. Proposed New Awards 
b. Changes to Award Terms 
c. Proposed New Bursaries 
d. Changes Due to Faculty/Program/Plan Name Changes 
e. Awards Removed from the Undergraduate Calendar 
  
There was an amendment to the Anne Pitul Memorial Award to 
correct the Program Director of the Faculty of Health Sciences 
Education Program in Anatomy to read Assistant Dean of 
Anatomy in the Faculty of Health Sciences instead. 
 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve the 
recommendations contained in the Report from the Office of 
the Registrar; Aid and Awards, as amended. 
 
The motion was Carried. 

  
 2. Annual Reports from the Office of the Registrar - Aid & 

Awards 
 
At the same meeting, the Awards Committee received, for 
information, the following Annual Reports from the Office of the 
Registrar, Aid & Awards. Liz Maguire, Trust Fund Administrator, 
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and Nancy Solano, Awards Officer, Student Financial Aid and 
Scholarships, spoke to the highlights of the reports.  
 
a. 2023-2024 Summary Chart 
b. 2023-2024 Award Disbursement Summary 
c. 2023 Recipient Report 
d. 2023-24 Major University & External Awards Selection        

Committee 
e. 2023-24 Travel & Exchange Student Reports 
 
These items were for information only.  

 
 6. Report from the Joint Committee on Certificates, Diplomas and 

Microcredentials 
 
Aaron Schat, Chair of the Joint Committee on Certificates, Diplomas 
and Microcredentials, presented the report. 
   

      1. New Non-Academic Microcredential Programs 
 
At its meeting on October 29, 2024, the Joint Committee on 
Certificates, Diplomas and Microcredentials reviewed and approved 
three non academic microcredential programs in Foundational 
Competencies and Tools for Equity-Based Co-Creation. 
 
Sandra Moll, Associate Professor in the School of Rehabilitation 
Science, provided an overview of the microcredential programs.  
 
Note: These non-academic microcredentials were presented for 
approved as they would be charging fees. 
  
a. McMaster Equity-Based CoCreation Ambassador 
b. McMaster Equity-Based Co-Creation (EqCC) Coach 
c. EqCC Experience Advisor 
 
In response to a question, there was a brief discussion of the 
community consultation process.  
 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for recommendation 
to the University Planning Committee and the Senate, the 
following non-academic microcredentials in Foundational 
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Competencies and Tools for Equity-Based Co-Creation, as 
circulated. 
 
a. McMaster Equity-Based CoCreation Ambassador 
b. McMaster Equity-Based Co-Creation (EqCC) Coach 
c. EqCC Experience Advisor. 
 
The motion was Carried. 
  

      2. Program Closures 
 
At the same meeting, the Joint Committee on Certificates, 
Diplomas and Microcredentials reviewed and approved the 
following program closures. A. Schat noted that these closures 
came through governance at the last cycle for information, but 
upon the Secretariat’s further review, it was determined that they 
should have been for approval.  
 
Dan Piedra, Assistant Director, McMaster Continuing Education 
(MCE) provided an overview of the closures. 
 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for 
recommendation to the University Planning Committee, the 
closure of the Canadian Health Care Certificate. 
 
The motion was Carried. 
 
It was duly moved and seconded, 
 
that the Undergraduate Council approve, for 
recommendation to the University Planning Committee, the 
closure of the Certificate and the Certificate of Professional 
Learning in Health and Social Service Skill Development. 
 
The motion was Carried. 
  

      3. New Non-Academic Microcredential Programs 
 
At the same meeting, the Joint Committee on Certificates, 
Diplomas and Microcredentials reviewed five new non-academic 
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microcredential programs.  D. Piedra provided an overview of the 
programs. 
 
a. Leadership in Health Care - Change Leadership 
b. Foundations of Data Governance 
c. Essentials of a Data Governance Program 
d. Data Privacy, Security and Control 
e. Managing a Data Governance Program 
 
These items were for information only. 
  

      4. New Non-Academic Certificate of Completion Programs 
 
At the same meeting, the Joint Committee on Certificates, 
Diplomas and Microcredentials reviewed two new certificate of 
completion programs.  
 
a. Data Governance 
b. Mastering Consulting 
 
These items were for information only. 
 
In response to a request to further clarify the non-academic 
nature of certificate of completion programs, it was explained that 
certificate of completion programs are always non-academic. 

 
 7. 2023-24 Ombuds Office Annual Report 

 
Carolyn Brendon, Ombuds, presented the 2023-2024 Ombuds Office 
Annual Report.  

 
 8. Update on the Ad Hoc Committee on Course Management 

 
K. Dej provided an update on the status of the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Course Management. Members heard that the work of the Committee 
would temporarily paused as K. Dej would be on research leave.K. Dej 
discussed further work to be done, including more broad consultation 
and a more comprehensive understanding of the changes that need to 
be made. 
 

 9. Other Business 
 
K. Dej called for other business. 
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 10. Adjournment 

 
As there as no other business, the meeting adjourned at 3:23 PM. 

 


