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Minutes of the Méeting of the University Planning Committee
Wednesday, January 7, 2026 at 10:30 AM, Gilmour Hall Room 111

PRESENT: Maureen MacDonald, Karen Bird, Lindsay Bolan, Ruth
Chen, Catherine Clase, Amber Dean, Lauren Fink, Steve
Hranilovic, Lena Kahn, Mayu Nishimura, Michael
Noseworthy, Gianni Parise, Mahmut Parlar, Pamela Swett,
Andrea Thyret-Kidd (University Secretary & Chief
Governance and Privacy Officer), Michelle Zheng (Associate
University Secretary), Sherri Keene (Assistant University
Secretary)

CONSULTANTS: Ehab Kamarah, Associate Vice President & Chief Facilities
Officer
Melissa Pool, Associate Vice-President, Academic Planning
and Finance

OBSERVERS: Kim Dej, Vice-Provost, Teaching and Learning
Louis Schmidt, McMaster University Faculty Association
Sean Van Koughnett, Associate Vice-President, Students

REGRETS: Hfsa Awan, Dina Brooks, Saher Fazilat, Nicholas
Brathwaite, Susan Tighe

OPEN SESSION

1. Notice of Meeting - December 22, 2025

The notice of meeting was circulated on December 22, 2025.
2, Approval of Agenda

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the University Planning Committee approve the agenda for the
meeting of January 7, 2026.

The motion was Carried.



Minutes of the Previous Meeting — November 26, 2025 (Open Session)
Approval

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the University Planning Committee approve the open session
minutes of the meeting held on November 26, 2025, as circulated.

The motion was Carried.

Business Arising
There was no business arising.
Chair's Comments and Update

Maureen MacDonald, Provost and Vice-President (Academic), noted that
correspondence had been received from a member of the Committee raising
concerns regarding the need to update the Naming Policy. The matter has been
referred to University Advancement for review and appropriate action.

Report from Undergraduate Council

Kim Dej, Vice-Provost, Teaching and Learning, presented the Report from
Undergraduate Council.

K. Dej explained that due to persistently low enrolment and a diminished need to
maintain the program, no new admissions would be accepted to the Honours
Economics and Computer Science program. Students currently enrolled will be
supported through to completion. M. MacDonald noted that regular review of
program viability is an important and ongoing responsibility, and the evidence
indicating only one or two students enrolled annually supports the decision to
close the program. The Committee expressed no concerns.

a. Closure of the Honours Economics and Computer Science (B.A.)
program

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the University Planning Committee approve, for recommendation
to the Senate, the closure of the Honours Economics and Computer
Science (B.A.) program with final entry into Level Il in September 2026
and closure effective September 2027, as circulated.

The motion was Carried.



Report from Office of the Vice-President, Research

Gianni Parise, Vice-President, Research, presented the Report from the Office of
the Vice-President, Research.

The Committee discussed the need for more coordinated efforts, including
facilitated connections, academic programming and resources, and stronger
support for potential candidates. In response to a question about guidance for the
emerging leadership program, G. Parise noted that not a lot of information is
known about the program yet.

Questions were raised about the Canada Excellence Research Chairs (CERT)
process, including allocation limits, the number of applications permitted, and
expected timelines for decisions.

Members also discussed challenges related to recruiting graduate students and
postdoctoral fellows, particularly international students. Questions focused on how
quickly researchers can be supported, what mechanisms are available to enable
timely recruitment, and whether prospective students are expected to apply before
funding is confirmed. M. MacDonald highlighted the importance of understanding
how peer institutions are approaching similar processes and noted ongoing efforts
to improve coordination across units.

This item was for information.
Other Business

There was no other business.



