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Minutes of the Meeting of the University Planning Committee
Wednesday, March 5, 2025 at 10:30 AM, Council Chambers, Gilmour Hall

PRESENT:

CONSULTANTS:

OBSERVERS:

REGRETS:

INVITEES:

Carmela Alfaro-Laganse, Catherine Anderson, Karen Bird,
Lindsay Bolan, Ruth Chen, Lauren Fink, Steve Hranilovic,
Lena Kahn, Jake Nease, Heather Sheardown, Brenda
Vrkljan, Andrea Thyret-Kidd (University Secretary & Chief
Governance and Privacy Officer), Michelle Zheng (Associate
University Secretary), Sherri Keene (Assistant University
Secretary)

Ehab Kamarah, Associate Vice President & Chief Facilities
Officer

Melissa Pool, Associate Vice-President Academic Planning
and Finance

Dina Brooks, Executive Vice-Dean & Associate Vice-
President (Academic)

Matheus Grasselli, Deputy Provost

Sean Van Koughnett, Associate Vice-President, Students

David Farrar, Saher Fazilat, Andy Knights, Lili Litwin, David
Ogborn

Jeremiah Hurley, Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences
Matheus Grasselli, Deputy Provost

Wendy Battram, Senior Development Officer

Lucianna Ciccocioppo, Executive Director, Advancement
and Donor Relations

OPEN SESSION

1. Notice of Meeting - February 19, 2025

The notice of meeting was circulated on February 19, 2025.

2. Approval of Agenda
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It was duly moved and seconded,

that the University Planning Committee approve the agenda for the
meeting of March 5, 2025.

The motion was Carried.
Business Arising
There was no business arising.

Minutes of the Previous Meeting — February 5, 2025 (Open Session)
Approval

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the University Planning Committee approve the open session
minutes of the meeting held on February 5, 2025, as circulated.

The motion was Carried.

Chair's Comments and Update

Susan Tighe, Provost and Vice-President (Academic), welcomed members and
noted that that Jerry Hurley has been appointed Acting Provost and Vice-
President (Academic), from April to June. J. Hurley will work with Jake Nease,
Chair of the Budget Committee, and the Secretariat’s Office, to deliver the
Consolidated Budget presentations. At the end of June, there will be an Acting
Dean of Social Sciences while J. Hurley is on a leave for six months.

S. Tighe noted that the Strategic Mandate Agreement 4 (SMA4) package has
been submitted to the Province, and it will be presented at an upcoming Senate
meeting. Everyone involved in putting together the SMA4 was thanked for their
efforts.

S. Tighe invited Karen Bird to comment on how the Provincial polling station on
campus functioned. K. Bird noted that there was a student-run polling program
at McMaster, in collaboration with Elections Ontario, that successfully engaged
many enthusiastic students, who were compensated for their work. Despite
challenges like securing free parking, the program managed to attract
significant student interest and community participation. Elections Ontario will
provide data on campus turnout soon.
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S. Tighe noted that the Premier's acceptance speech highlighted Hamilton,
nuclear energy, and STEM programs, emphasizing the promising opportunities
to leverage and build on the University’s strengths.

Report from Academic Planning and Finance
Information

Melissa Pool, Associate Vice-President Academic Planning and Finance,
presented the Report from Academic Planning and Finance and acknowledged
the team’s support for various activities and emphasized recent efforts to
enhance academic support, relationships, and coordination.

A member asked a question about the Service Level Agreements (SLAs) and
understanding their practical implementation. M. Pool provided an example of
deployed services from the Faculty of Health Sciences, highlighting the need
for a collaborative approach to identify overlaps, gaps, and structured solutions.

S. Tighe highlighted that the Ontario University Registrars’ Association recently
recognized Melissa Pool for her previous role as University Registrar.

This item was for information.

Report from Undergraduate Council
Approval

Catherine Anderson, Acting Vice-Provost, Teaching and Learning, presented
the Report from Undergraduate Council.

Report to the University Planning Committee from the Undergraduate

Council
1. Closure of Certificate of Professional Learning - Science of
Cannabis

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the University Planning Committee approve, for
recommendation to the Senate, the closure of the Certificate of
Professional Learning in the Science of Cannabis.

The motion was Carried.
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Proposal for the Creation of a School of Integrated Social Sciences
Approval

Jeremiah Hurley, Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences, provided an overview of
the item.

The Committee raised questions around the distinction between a school and a
department, with clarification that there is no significant difference in this
context. A member noted there will need to be a Curriculum Committee and
tenure and promotion processes in place for the School. There was a
suggestion to consider consistent terminology across Faculties, and the
importance of selecting a name with substantive connotation was emphasized.
A member also commented that there have been enthusiastic discussions
within the Faculty of Social Sciences about possible new programs, including
topics like immigration policy and democracy, along with the organizational
benefits of having a dedicated place for these programs.

It was duly moved and seconded,

that the University Planning Committee approve, for recommendation to
the Senate, the creation of The School of Integrated Social Sciences, as
circulated.

The motion was Carried.
Other Business

There was no other business.
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