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The Senate Committee on Honorary Degrees invites nominations from the McMaster 

University community for the candidates to be awarded honorary degrees at the spring and 

fall Convocations each year. The Committee reviews all the nominations and makes its 

recommendations to Senate. 

Deadlines 
Nominations are accepted throughout the year for consideration by the Senate Committee 

on Honorary Degrees. However, to ensure your nomination is considered for a specific set of 

convocation dates, it must be submitted by the second Monday in September (for the 

following spring ceremonies) or by the second Monday in January (for the following fall 

ceremonies). 

Criteria 

There are three general categories of people upon whom the University confers honorary 

degrees:  

1) individuals who are distinguished scholars or who have made outstanding 

contributions to the creative or performing arts; 

2) individuals who have distinguished reputations in the area of public service at the 

national or international levels or who have had long and distinguished careers in 

professions such as law or as educators, for example; and 

3) individuals who have made significant and noteworthy contributions to the University 

and/or the local community.  

Individuals in any of these three categories are given special consideration if they are alumni 

of the University or are, or have been, associated with the University in some way. 

Degrees Awarded 

At this time, the University confers three honorary degrees:  
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1) Doctor of Letters (D.Litt.): Awarded for outstanding achievement in the humanities, 

performing arts, or fine arts.  

2) Doctor of Science (D.Sc.): Awarded for outstanding achievement in the pure and 

applied sciences, health sciences or medical, usually through research.  

3) Doctor of Laws (LL.D.): Awarded for outstanding academic achievement in the 

social sciences and/or for significant community contributions at the local, national, or 

international levels. 

To nominate a candidate for an honorary degree, please complete the pages attached to 
this form and return it with supporting documentation to 

honorary.degrees@mcmaster.ca or by mail to the address on page 4 of this package. 

Inquiries 

Website: secretariat.mcmaster.ca/honorary-degrees/ 

Policy: Guidelines for the Awarding of Honorary Degrees 

Email: honorary.degrees@mcmaster.ca  

For information regarding the collection of personal information in this process, please see 

the University’s Notice of Collection, Use, and Disclosure Statement. 
  

mailto:honorary.degrees@mcmaster.ca
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/honorary-degrees/
https://mcmasteru365.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Mac-Policies/IQCfQCbT5h6HSaQ_SSvw2UlcAakEmvYkfklxdv-lD3MBqC4?e=z478JY
mailto:honorary.degrees@mcmaster.ca
https://secretariat.mcmaster.ca/app/uploads/2019/06/FIPPA_Statement.pdf
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Nomination Summary 
McMaster University will maintain the confidentiality of all nominations and related information. 

This form may be completed electronically before printing or emailing. 

Candidate Information 
Name (in full): 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:  ________________________________  

Telephone:  ________________________Ext. ____________ 

Please provide the following documents in support of the Candidate’s nomination: 
 Career Summary / Citation

 Personal Statement of Support

 Letters of Support

 Curriculum Vitae / Résumé

 List of Additional Information

Does the candidate have any affiliations with McMaster University? 

☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ Unsure

If Yes, please explain: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Please describe how the candidate can be involved with McMaster University in the 
future: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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Recommended Degree Type:* 

☐ Doctor of Letters (D.Litt.)

☐ Doctor of Science (D.Sc.)

☐ Doctor of Laws (LL.D.)

☐ Unsure

Recommended Convocation Ceremony:* 
☐ Business ☐ Engineering

☐ Health Sciences ☐ Humanities and the Arts & Science Program

☐ Nursing ☐ Science

☐ Social Sciences ☐ Unsure

* Please note that the Committee on Honorary Degrees will make the final recommendation to Senate

regarding the Convocation date, ceremony, and honorary degree to be awarded.

Nominator Information 
Name: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:  ________________________________  

Telephone:  ________________________Ext. ____________ 

☐ I consent to have my name and/or email address shared with the honorary degree

recipient, the Faculty Office, and the Communications, Marketing, and Public Affairs

Office for events related to the convocation ceremonies.

Signature of Nominator: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Please forward this form and the required supporting documentation by mail to: 
Chair, Committee on Honorary Degrees 

c/o University Secretariat, McMaster University 
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1280 Main Street West, GH-210  

Hamilton, Ontario  L8S 4L8 

905-525-9140 ext. 24337 

Or by email to honorary.degrees@mcmaster.ca.  

mailto:honorary.degrees@mcmaster.ca
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Nomination Checklist 
Please provide the following information about the Candidate. In general, the more 

information provided, the stronger the nomination. For example, while it is not required, a 

CV/Résumé and reference letters provide the Committee with helpful information. 

☐ 1. Career Summary / Citation (approx. 250 words).   

Please provide a summary of the nominee’s accomplishments, education, and the 

significance of their achievements. 

☐ 2. Personal Statement of Support (approx. two pages).  

Explain why you think the nominee should be awarded an honorary degree. Highlight 

the impact of their contributions to their field of work and/or significant and noteworthy 

contributions to McMaster University and/or the national, international, or local 

community. 

☐ 3. Letters of Support (At least two letters of support are required). 

Provide a list of the individuals/groups that have provided the letters of support attached 

to this form.  

1) _____________________________________________________________________________ 

2) _____________________________________________________________________________ 

3) _____________________________________________________________________________ 

4) _____________________________________________________________________________ 

5) _____________________________________________________________________________ 

☐ 4. Curriculum Vitae/Résumé, if available. 

☐ 5. List of Additional Information Included.  

Provide a list of any additional information included to support the Candidate’s 

nomination, if applicable. 

1) _____________________________________________________________________________ 
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2) _____________________________________________________________________________ 

3) _____________________________________________________________________________ 

4) _____________________________________________________________________________ 

5) _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Deadlines 
Nominations are accepted throughout the year for consideration by the Senate Committee 

on Honorary Degrees. However, to ensure your nomination is considered for a specific set of 

convocation dates, it must be submitted by the second Monday in September (for the 

following spring ceremonies) or by the second Monday in January (for the following fall 

ceremonies). 
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