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	Name of Nominee (statement form): Dr. Deda Gillespie
	statement: Graduate training:PhD (Neuroscience); University of California, San Francisco, Dept of PhysiologyPostdoc; Northwestern University, Dept of Neurobiology and PhysiologyPostdoc; University of Pittsburgh, Dept of NeurobiologyDirect supervision at McMaster (current and former):2 postdoctoral researchers, 5 PhD students, 7 MSc students. Supervisory/examination committees for students in programs of: Biochemistry, Biology, Biomedical Engineering, Kinesiology, Medical Sciences, Neuroscience, and PsychologyTeaching/co-teaching in courses for programs of: Biology, Medical Sciences, Neuroscience, and Psychology, Neuroscience & Behaviour.   National graduate service:CIHR Master’s, Doctoral, and Postdoctoral Fellowship CommitteesDuring a previous short stint on Graduate Council I was happy to help add a new rating category to the supervisory committee report, as I believe this has allowed committees to provide more useful feedback to students. Now, I'm looking elsewhere. In common with other neurophysiology laboratories, my laboratory seeks students from a range of backgrounds, including biochemistry, cell biology, computer science, engineering, math, and physics, hence my deep interest in interdisciplinary graduate programs such as the inter-Faculty graduate program in Neuroscience, where I have served as Associate Director (Science) since 2018. As the number of interdisciplinary and inter-Faculty graduate programs grows, we need to consider some of the special challenges faced by such programs, including student intake, curricula, student evaluation, establishing a common culture, faculty participation, and faculty recognition, among others. Ideally, within Graduate Council we can identify approaches to these challenges that will be effective across at least some subset of interdisciplinary programs.  


